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A Boy, a Horse, and a Fiddle   Page 2   Literary devices 

Find examples of the following literary devices in this story: 

a. Alliteration _____________________________________________________________________ 

b. Onomatopoeia __________________________________________________________________ 

c. Simile _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

From Chased to Chasing   Page 4   Discussion 

Make a list of the many reasons archaeologists feel that there are so many pictures of horses on the walls 

of caves.  Rank them by which you feel are the most probable.  Then, see if you can come up with your 

own reasons for featuring horses in cave drawings. 

 

The Carriers     Page 8   Comprehension 

1. How do archaeologists know that horses were used for transport?   

2. Why did Bronze Age people begin to use horses rather than draft cattle for land transportation?   

3. Why were horses used during warfare 

4. How do archaeologists know that horses were held in high regard?   

5. Why did cavalry horses require hoof protection?   

 

Changes Yes – But Not So Many  Page 12  Chart 

Make a chart of the evolution of the horse in North America.  Note the changes that have occurred, but 

also show what has remained the same over millions of years. 

 

The Horse in Battle    Page 14  Compare and Contrast 

Compare and contrast the advantages and disadvantages of warfare on horse and on foot.  Also compare 

the protection used by horse and rider. 

  



On That Farm, He Had a Horse   Page 18  Math 

1. A large fish tanks needs a 2 horsepower pump to circulate the water. Two pumps can be used, 

one on either side of the tank. If one pump puts out 1/2 horsepower, how much horsepower is 

needed from the other pump? 

2. 1 mechanical horsepower = 33,000 foot-pounds.  What is a foot-pound?  (Look up the answer 

online) 

3. 1 electrical horsepower is equivalent to 746 watts. That means if one horse ran on a treadmill 

connected to a generator, it could produce a continuous 746 watts.  What is the maximum 

number of 100-watt lightbulbs that horse could power?   

 

A Symbol of Power    Page 22  Matching 

Match the person or people to their attachment with horses. 

1. _____ Mossi people  A.  Led thousands of horseman in Western Europe 

2. _____ Samurai warriors  B.  Formed Saharan kingdom based on mastery of horses  

3. _____ Alexander the Great C.  Decorated horses in Japan to frighten enemies  

4. _____ Genghis Khan  D.  Tamed the black stallion Bucephalus  

5. _____ Charlemagne  E.  Commanded Mongolian cavalry   

 

Heavenly     Page 24  Creative Writing 

Write your own story about a magical horse that was able to accomplish a great feat.  Make sure you use 

sensory imagery to describe what your characters see, hear, smell, feel, and even taste. 

 

Mongolia – Land of the Horse  Page 31  Fill in the blanks 

1. With only 2.9 million people, Mongolia is the most ________________________ populated 

country in the world.  

2. At its peak, Genghis Khan’s empire stretched from _________________ in the east to 

____________________ in the west. 

3. Their armor, which protected not only the warrior but also his horse, was made of layered panels 

of ____________________________ , which provided great flexibility. 

4. Mongol riders would swoop down on the enemy, releasing a hail of arrows as they rode, which 

earned them the nickname ___________________  _____________________. 

5. When a ____________________ died, his horse was killed and buried with him. 



6. Similar to the ________________  _____________________, the Mongol postal system provided 

an ordered way of communication. 

7. The ______________________Mongolian horse is said to be largely unchanged since the time of 

Genghis Khan. 

8. There are more than _______________ words in Mongolian to describe the traits of a horse. 

9. Both the _______________ of the horse and the mare’s _______________ were believed to 

have spiritual properties. 

10. As many as 1,000 horses are chosen each year to participate in the races at the 

______________________________  ______  ________________________. 

 
Great Leaping Lipizzans!   Page 36  Interview 

 
Imagine interviewing General Patton and explain how he found out about the plight of the Lipizzan 

horses and how he planned to keep them safe from the Soviet army.  You may need to do further 
research to complete your interview. 

 

 
Taming the Horse    Page 44  Timeline 

 
Develop a timeline that spans the development of the horse from the end of the Ice Age (10,000 years 

ago) to recent discoveries. 

 
 

Petroglyphs Tell the Story   Page 48  Art 
 

Create your own horse petroglyphs by etching images into clay before it hardens.  Explain what your 

petroglyph tells about your relationship with horses. 
 

 
Space Robot Helps Archaeologists  Page 43  Journal 

 
You are a new researcher who can use GigaPan technology to photograph whatever you want.  Where 

will you go and what will you investigate using this amazing new camera system? 

 
 

White Horse Hill    Page 57  Research 
 

Research other horse figures that are visible from the air.  Where are they? When were they created?  Do 

you think they were made by modern humans or ancient “aliens”?  



 

ANSWER KEY: 

A Boy, a Horse, and a Fiddle   Page 2   Literary devices 
Suggested answers: 

a. Light of life 
b. Neigh 

c. Run like the wind 

 
The Carriers     Page 8   Comprehension 

1. Characteristic marks from bits being used between the horse’s front teeth 
2. Horses gallop at 30 miles per hour, much faster than the cattle 

3. Riding on horses, warriors could make lightning fast raids 
4. They were given special burial sites 

5. Because they traveled long distances and the iron horseshoes could be used as weapons 

 
On That Farm, He Had a Horse  Page 18  Math 

1. 1 ½ horsepower 
2. It is the energy needed to move a one-pound object for one foot. 

3. 7 

 
A Symbol of Power    Page 22  Matching 

1. __D__ Alexander the Great Tamed the black stallion Bucephalus 
2. __A__ Charlemagne  Led thousands of horseman in Western Europe 

3. __E__ Genghis Khan  Commanded Mongolian cavalry  
4. __B__ Mossi people  Formed Saharan kingdom based on mastery of horses 

5. __C__ Samurai warriors  Decorated horses in Japan to frighten enemies  

 

Mongolia – Land of the Horse  Page 31  Fill in the blanks 

1. Sparsely 
2. Korea, Hungary 

3. Leather 
4. Hell’s Horsemen 

5. Warrior 

6. Pony Express 
7. Domesticated 

8. 500 
9. Hair, milk 

10. Festival of Naadam 


