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What If…..     Page 2   Group Discussion 
 

Create a moneyless school.  What changes would happen if you did not have money to pay for lunch?  Or 

the Board of Education didn’t have money to pay your teacher?  Or they didn’t have money to pay for 
school supplies?  Or your parents didn’t make any money to buy your clothes?  How would your school 

life be different? 
 

 

Not So Far-Fetched    Page 5   Looking for Detail  
 

1. How is Daniel Suelo’s existence really based on money even though he doesn’t use money 

himself? 

2. How was work like money in the Inca culture? 

3. Why would the mit’a work for the government if they didn’t get paid in money? 

4. How did the Inca balance their labor so no one person had too much to accomplish? 

5. What finally destroyed the richest cashless empire in the world? 

 

I Have… You Have    Page 8   Group Chart 

Make a list of what you have and what you can do for others.  Make a second list of what you want from 

someone else’s list of what they have and can do for others.  Match your list with others in the class.  Are 

some things more valuable than others?  Maybe you need to trade two things for someone else’s one 

thing!  Did everyone get what they wanted?  Why or why not?  

 

Paper Wins the Day    Page 12  Cause/Effect 

Fill in the chart below 

Cause Reason 

Circular metal disks with a hole in the center 

became the most popular coins. 
 

 

The need for copper ore increased dramatically. 

 
 

 

Paper became the perfect form of currency. 
 

 

 



Craftsmen found a way to print on paper by inking 

characters that had been carved into blocks. 
 

 

Merchants deposited their coins with a company 

that gave them a paper equivalent. 
 

 

More complicated money designs were used and 

the paper itself was printed in six colors, with 
official seals and signatures. 

 

Currency went down in value during the Song 

Dynasty. 
 

 

 

Keeping it Safe    Page 16  Creative Writing 

Write a story about money from the point of view of one gold coin.  Include the following terms in your 

story:  Moneychanger, deposit, credit, loan, debt, security, investment, repayment, interest, and bank. 

 

The Lure of Gold    Page 20  Fill in the Blanks 

1. The earliest recorded use of gold in coins dates from ______________________________. 

2. Augustus Caesar used a tri-metal system of coinage that used __________________, 

__________________, and ________________. 

3. As Rome lost control of lands it had once conquered, it lost access to the ______________in 

these areas that they needed for coins. 

4. With coins of different _______________ and __________________ in circulation, monetary 

confusion reigned about the value of each coin. 

5. The gold florin was the coin used by the ____________________; the silver piccolo was the 

currency of the _______________. 

6. ________________________   ____________________, America’s first Secretary of the 

Treasury, established the ratio of the prices of gold and silver at 15-to-1. 

 

Did You Say Pizzas or Pieces?  Page 24  Math 

1. If you have five pieces of eight and each piece is worth about $80, how much money do you 

have? 

2. Your chest of silver bullion weighs 200 pounds.  If each coin weighs .125 ounces, how many 

coins do you have?   

3. The value of silver and gold varies day to day.  On a particular day, silver is worth $15/ounce and 

gold is worth $1,158/ounce.  How much money do you have on that day if you have 12 ounces 

of silver and 24 ounces of gold?  

4. Each piece of eight was 93% silver and 7% copper, and weighed 27.47 grams.  How many 

grams of silver and copper were in each piece? (Remember to round your answers to two 

decimal places.) 



 

The Golden Age of Counterfeiting  Page 30  Research 

Research three famous counterfeiters.  How did they make their money, and how did they get caught?  

How were their stories similar?  How were they different? 

 

Meet the Bitcoin    Page 33  Venn diagram 

Compare bitcoins with traditional banking.  Set up a Venn diagram to show how they overlap in their 

usage.  Then show how they are different.  Do you have any bitcoins? 

 

Circling the Globe    Page 36  Questions  

1. Why did the international conference decide to fix the price of each nation’s currency against the 

US dollar? 

2. How did inflation affect the world economy in the 1960s? 

3. Explain how supply and demand affects the value of currency. 

4. Why is currency now traded more frequently than ever before? 

 

Good as Gold     Page 38  Journal 

Imagine that gold is the miracle medicine that some people feel it is.  What would you use gold for to 

help someone in your family or circle of friends? 

 

Money in Old Russia    Page 46  Matching 

Match the definition with its term 

1. ________ A secret, hidden money    A.  Dirhams 

2. ________ Skins of furry animals used as money   B.  Denaria   

3. ________ Basis of modern Russian currency   C.  Hoard 

4. ________ Arabian silver coins     D.  Ingot 

5. ________ Metal cast into a bar or block    E. Ruble  

6. ________ Silver coins from Scandinavia, England, and Germany F. Kuna 

 

 

 



 “Reading” the Money    Page 49  Art 

Find as many commemorative quarters as you can.  Place each under a piece of paper and create a 

crayon resist image of the back of the quarter by rubbing the crayon on the paper over the quarter.  Use 

different color crayons for different states.  What does each image tell you about that state?  See if your 

class can collect one quarter from each state! 

The Money Pit     Page 52  Opinion 

Form your own opinion about what is at the bottom of “The Money Pit” off the coast of Nova Scotia.  

How did it get there?  Who put it there?  What has yet to be discovered?  Share your opinion with your 

class. 

 

Yap’s Rai     Page 54  Cartoon 

Draw a cartoon that depicts the relationship between the Yaps and their heavy currency with David 

O’Keefe and his quest for copra.  Include dialogue bubbles above their heads to show their conversation.  

Include the tropical background of the South Pacific island. 

 

Charon’s Coin     Page 58  Interview 

Interview an ancient Greek or Roman king.  Find out what he expects to happen after he dies.  What will 

he see?  What will happen to his body?  What will be buried with him to take to the Underworld? 

 

  



ANSWER KEY: 

 

Not So Far-Fetched    Page 5   Comprehension Questions  
 

1. He uses things that were created from money-making industry. 

2. The Incas traded work for government goods. 

3. They were assured that they got everything they needed if they worked well. 

4. Harder tasks were given a shorter period of labor time. 

5. European greed 

 

Paper Wins the Day    Page 12  Cause/Effect 

Cause Reason 

Circular metal disks with a hole in the center 

became the most popular coins. 

They could be strung together and easily 

carried. 

The need for copper ore increased dramatically. The demand for Chinese coins increased. 

Paper became the perfect form of currency. Heavy, bulky strings were not a favorite of 

busy merchants. 

Craftsmen found a way to print on paper by inking 
characters that had been carved into blocks. 

Printing individual pieces of paper for 
currency was time consuming. 

Merchants deposited their coins with a company 

that gave them a paper equivalent. 

“Flying money” became the first type of 

banking system in China. 

More complicated money designs were used and 
the paper itself was printed in six colors, with 

official seals and signatures. 

Paper money could be easily counterfeited. 

Currency went down in value during the Song 

Dynasty. 

The government printed too much 

unbacked paper currency. 

 

The Lure of Gold    Page 20  Fill in the Blanks 

1. 700 B.C. 

2. Gold, silver, bronze 

3. Metals  

4. Weight, composition 

5. Wealthy, poor 

6. Alexander Hamilton 

 

Did You Say Pizzas or Pieces?  Page 24  Math 

1. $400 

2. 1600 

3. $28,017 

4. 25.55 grams silver and 1.92 grams of copper 

 



Circling the Globe    Page 36  Questions  

1. Because the US held more than 60% of the monetary gold in the world 

2. A continuous rise in the price of services and goods caused the dollar’s value to drop and 

confidence in the dollar dropped. 

3. High demand or low supply will boost a currency’s value, and low demand or high supply will 

decrease its value. 

4. Computers and mobile phones have created a highly connected, global FX market. 

 

Money in Old Russia    Page 46  Matching 

Match the definition with its term 

1. C.  Hoard  A secret, hidden money     

2. F. Kuna  Skins of furry animals used as money     

3. E. Ruble  Basis of modern Russian currency    

4. A.  Dirhams  Arabian silver coins     

5. D.  Ingot  Metal cast into a bar or block      

6. B.  Denaria   Silver coins from Scandinavia, England, and Germany  

 


