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The Great Search    Page 3   Comprehension Questions 

 

1. What great treasure did Franceso Petrarch find? 
2. What weird thing did Petrarch do with his “treasure?” 

3. What was the primary focus of the Renaissance period? 
4. Why did people during Petrarch’s time want to bring back ancient cultures? 

5. How did the Black Death influence the Renaissance? 

 
 

Why Florence?    Page 4   Compare and Contrast 

How was the Florentine banking system like our modern banks?  How was it different?  Create a Venn 
diagram that illustrates your conclusions. 

 
The Rich and the Poor   Page 6   Interview 

Imagine that you are a village reporter living during the time of the Renaissance.  Interview three people 

using the same five questions.  One person will be a merchant or banker.  Another will be a skilled 
craftsman, and the third is a poor person without any special skills or much money.  Show how their 

answers to the same questions will be different from the other interviewees.  Include both men and 
women in your interviews. 

 
Leading the Way    Page 11  Reenactment 

Choose one of the following groups of Renaissance leaders and reenact a meeting between them.  Note 

how their interests differ and may interfere with the other’s goals.  How might they support each other’s 
interests? 

A. Andreas Vesalius, Rembrandt van Rijn, and Lorenzo de’Medici 

B. Juan Luis Vives, Marguerrite de Navarre, and Margaret Fox 

C. Leon Battista Alberti, Miguel de Cervantes, and Queen Elizabeth I 

D. Niccolo Machiavelli, Francesco Sforza, and Thomas More 

E. Jakob Fugger, Peter I of Russia, and Erasmus 

F. Giralamo Savonarola, Francesco Datini, and Martin Luther 

G. Artemisia Gentileschi, Teresa of Avila, and Henry I of Navarre 

H. Pier Paolo Vergerio, William Shakespeare, and Giovanni Boccaccio 

I. Francesco Petrarca, Jon Amos Comenius, and Catherine of Sienna 

J. King Ferdinand, Queen Isabella, Nicolaus Copernicus, and Thomas Hobbes 

 



A Closer Look      Page 26  Art analysis 

Find a work of art from the Renaissance. (Do an image search on Yahoo or Google using keywords 

“Renaissance painting”.)  Analyze the artwork for the significance of colors, patterns, figures, emphasis, 
and other aspects of art, as shown in the article.  What is your opinion of the artwork you chose? 

 

The Extraordinary Cabinet of Curiosities Page 34  Journal 

What is in YOUR cabinet of curiosities?  What do you collect?  It could be real items like trains or dolls, 
written items like fun sayings or signatures, or even a collection of thoughts you keep in your journal.  In 

your journal, explain what is in your cabinet of curiosities and why you collect them. 

 
Meet the Medici    Page 41  Family tree 

Using information in the article and other sources, find other members of the Medici family and create a 

family tree that shows relationships between the Medici children, parents, grandparents, and beyond. 

 
Crypt Secrets     Page 42  Fill in the Blanks 

1. For three centuries, the Medici family dominated the city of __________________________. 

2. When a Medici died, he or she was buried in the ___________________  _______   _________ 

       _____________________. 

3. In 1966, the _____________   ____________________ had flooded, and water came rushing 

into the Chapel. 

4. The bones had been buried in sealed ___________________   _____________________ that 

had protected them from the floodwaters. 

5. Cosimo’s skeleton confirmed that he had been ________________________. 

6. The front of Eleanora’s pelvic bones were extremely ________________________, showing her 

many pregnancies.  

7. When archaeologists investigated ______________________’s bones, there were no signs of 

violence on his skeleton. 

8. Garzia’s x-rays showed ___________________    _____________________   

__________________, indicating a childhood illness. 

9. The family physician warned Cosimo not to take the boys on a hunting trip in an area that was 

infested with _____________________, but Cosimo went on the trip anyway. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Powerful Family, Weak Children  Page 46  Persuasive writing 

 
Write a letter to the Medici family that explains about the effects of Vitamin D deficiency and how they 

can prevent their children from getting rickets.  Remember that the culture of the times demanded that 
people be covered up and stay inside.  Think of ways that you can convince the Medici to do what is best 

for their children. 

 
 

What’s Really Underneath?   Page 49  Timeline 
 

Create a timeline that illustrates the building of ancient Roman structures and their re-uses in later years.  
Color code each structure to show when it was first built and when it was re-built.   

 

 
Up Close with the Cupola   Page 52  Art 

 
Design your own cupola.  Begin with an octagon.  Then draw pictures around the borders and a larger 

picture as the centerpiece.  Make sure your cupola has a theme.  It could be religious, like the 

Renaissance artists, or it could be something that interests you like horses, sports, or a TV show.   
 

 
Beginning with Cyriacus   Page 55  Research 

 
Cyriacus worried about the future of ancient structures scattered around Rome and Greece.  Today’s 

archaeologists are worried about the effects of acid rain.  Research what steps these modern 

archaeologists are doing to carry on Cyriacus’s work of preserving the structures of the past.  Which 
materials are at most risk for deterioration?      

 
 

 

 
 

 
  



ANSWER KEY 

 

The Great Search    Page 3   Comprehension Questions 
1. The lost personal letters of Marcus Tullius Cicero 

2. He wrote a letter to Cicero, who had been dead for thousands of years. 
3. The rebirth or revival of ancient Greek and Roman culture 

4. Life in 14th-century Italy was characterized by darkness compared to the brilliance of ancient 
Rome and Greece. 

5. It also led to movement and contact among different peoples, spreading knowledge farther than 

ever before. 

Crypt Secrets     Page 42  Fill in the Blanks 

1. Florence 

2. Chapel of San Lorenzo 

3. Arno River 
4. Metal coffins 

5. Athletic 
6. Rough 

7. Giovanni 

8. Growth arrest lines 
9. Malaria 

 

 

 

 


