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So it Starts    Page 4   Comprehension questions 

 
1. For how many years did democracy reign in Athens? 

2. What were the duties of the magistrates in Attica? 

3. What important role did Draco perform in Athens? 
4. What important event occurred in 594 B.C.? 

5. How did Peisistratus improve the life of the poor people? 
 

The Golden Age of Athens  Page 7   Timeline 

Create a timeline that shows the rise of Athens to the Golden age from 507 B.C. to 430 B.C. (Hint: When 
you read the article, it presents the timeline backwards!) 

 

Jurors & Juries   Page 10  Fill in the blanks 

1. Enormous juries made it impossible for either side to use _____________________. 

2. The time allowed for a prosecutor and defendant to speak was marked by a 

_____________________  ________________________. 

3. People who did not feel confident enough to speak on their own behalf hired a 

______________________________  _________________________. 

4. Jurors voted by using ___________________________   _____________________. 

5. Plato felt that the court system was more interested in _______________________ than justice. 

6. The system called ______________________ was used to banish leaders who had become too 

powerful. 

 

Against Meidias   Page 14  Research 

Research other strange laws that are still legal.  Report on your findings to the class.  Determine what 

the original reason for the law might have been.  Do you think the law should be repealed? 

 

From Democracy to Tyranny  Page 18   Creative writing 

Write a letter to the editor of a fictional Athenian editor about the conditions you experienced living 

within the wooden walls.  What arguments would you offer for the people of the countryside to return to 
their homes despite the threat from the Spartans? 

 

 

 



Meet the Greek Polis   Page  21  Group work 

Imagine that your classroom is its own separate city-state within your school.  Set up your own laws 

(which may or may not be the same as those set by the school).  Develop a system of money (which 
may or may not include paper and coins!).  How will you enforce your laws and support your citizens? 

 

A Second Chance at Democracy Page  24  Debate 

Choose a side: 

A. Thrasybulus as a leader who supported democracy 

B. Thrasybulus who pacified the Persians 

Make a list of the facts that support your side.  Then, debate with the opposite side why you support 

your choice. 
 

Athens vs Rome    Page 26  Compare and Contrast 

Make a chart that shoes how Athens and Rome are alike and how they differ.  Share your chart with your 
class.  Use information from other articles to complete your chart. 

 

The Road to 1776   Page 29  Drawing 

Draw a picture of a road.  On that road, show all the signs that would point to the end – the Declaration 

of Independence.   
 

Forms of Government  Page 34  Chart 

Fill in the chart with the leader most likely to be connected with the form of government and that 
person’s country.  One has been completed for you. 

 

Form of Government Leader Country 

Absolute monarchy   

Limited monarchy   

Constitutional monarchy   

Oligarchy   

Presidential democracy   

Parliamentary democracy Stephen Harper Canada 

Aristocracy & Oligarchy   

 

 

 



The Idea of Citizenship  Page 36  Journal 

The Greeks and Romans had different ideas about citizenship.  In your journal tell what you see as your 

rights and responsibilities as a citizen of your school, your family, and your town. 
 

Searching for “Roots”  Page 40  Opinion 

What is your opinion of the trial of Socrates?  Do you think it was fair to sentence him to death for his 
beliefs?  Which Amendments of our own Constitution were broken during that trial?  And what is your 

opinion of allowing Socrates to determine his own form of death? 
 

And the Differences Are …  Page 43  Finding facts 

Place a G next to the statement if it applies to Greece and a US if it applies to the United States. 

_________ The country is ruled by influential people 

_________ The country is ruled by elected officials 

_________ Women are excluded from the law-making branch of government 

_________ Both men and women represent the population in the legislative branch 

_________ Archons control the courts and serve for one year 

_________ Supreme Court members serve life terms 

 

The World’s Smallest Democracy Page 44  Map work 

Locate Pitcairn Island on a map.  How far away is it from your town? 

 

What Happened at Abdera?  Page 51  Group discussion 

What do YOU think happened at Abdera?  Cite information in the article to support your opinion. 

 

The War with the Giants  Page 56  Interview 

Imagine that you are a village reporter living during the time of Homer.  Interview a farmer who has just 
discovered a huge animal bone.  Find out his reaction, fears, superstitions, and guesses regarding the 
giant bones.  How will you convey this information to others living in the village? 
 

Bull Dancers of Crete   Page 59  Create a list 

Make a list of sports that involve bulls.  Include ancient sports and modern sports.  What is your opinion 

of using live animals for these sports? 

  



ANSWER KEY: 

 
So it Starts    Page 4   Comprehension questions 

1. 189 
2. Make the laws, enforce the laws, and judge those who broke the laws 

3. He recorded the laws made by the magistrates 

4. Solon revised Draco’s laws and abolished slavery 
5. He established institutions for the public good, redistributed land to the poor, and arranged loans 

for poor farmers 
 

 
Jurors & Juries   Page 10  Fill in the blanks 

1. Bribery 

2. Water clock 
3. Speech writer 

4. Copper disks 
5. Emotion 

6. Ostraca 

 
 

Forms of Government  Page 34  Chart 

 
 

Form of Government Leader Country 

Absolute monarchy King Abdullah Iran 

Limited monarchy King John England 

Constitutional monarchy Queen Elizabeth II Great Britian 

Oligarchy Kim Jong Un North Korea 

Presidential democracy Barack Obama United States 

Parliamentary democracy Stephen Harper Canada 

Aristocracy & Oligarchy Oba Akenzua II Nigeria 

 

 

And the Differences Are …  Page 43   Finding facts 

G, US, G, US, G, US 


