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A Philosopher is…   Page 2    Journal 

Philosophers asked many questions.  They sought the answers to many of those questions.  In your 

journal, write a list of ten questions that would help you to understand your world.  Some of your 

questions will have real answers; others will not.  Don’t worry about the answers.  Just write the 

questions! 

 

Meet Socrates    Page 3    Looking for Details 

From the information in the article that historians have obtained from the people who wrote about 

Socrates, make a list of everything we know about him.   

 

Sticking by His Beliefs  Page 6    Cryptogram 

Socrates says… 

Below is a KEY that lists all the letters from A thru Z with a box below.  Each of the letters has a 
corresponding number. 

Each of the blanks has a number underneath it.  Fill in the letters that correspond to the numbers below 

the blanks to solve the quote from Socrates. Then explain to your group what the quote means to you. 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

17 12 5 1 10 19 2 22 15 26 24 11 9 4 7 13 6 8 16 21 18 14 25 3 23 20 

                 

15  24 4 7 25  21 22 17 21  15  17 9 

                      

15 4 21 10 11 11 15 2 10 4 21  12 10 5 17 18 16 10  15 

                         

24 4 7 25  21 22 17 21  15  24 4 7 25  4 7 21 22 15 4 2 

 
 

 

 



Die, I Must…    Page 9    Group discussion 

In your groups, discuss what might have happened at Socrates’ trial if he were in court today.  How 

would the defense attorney build a case for Socrates?  What would he say that could influence a jury that 

Socrates was innocent and should be freed? 

 

An Exemplary Pupil   Page 14   Creative Writing 

Create a “dialogue” that shows several philosophers, including Heraclides, Plato, and Socrates, discussing 

how the earth rotates on its axis.  Write this as a fictional account based on facts about the rotation of 

the earth.   

 

Plato’s Atlantis   Page 17   Fill in the Blanks 

1. Plato first described Atlantis in two separate works entitled ________________________ and 

___________________________.  

2. The island of Atlantis served as a representation of Plato’s views on an ideal 

___________________________   _______________________.   

3. Plato described Atlantis as an island larger than ____________________ and _______________ 

______________________ combined.   

4. Plato used the story of Atlantis to show the __________________________ what can happen 

when power corrupts good people.   

 

Philosophers Rule!   Page 18   Interview 

Interview one of the “philosophers” in the article.  Find out what they did that was similar to Plato’s 

expectations of a ruling philosopher.  Research the person beyond what is presented in the article before 

you write your interview.   

 

Another Prized Student  Page 24   Analysis 

In your groups, take any natural object (a plant, shell, rock, etc.) that you can investigate through your 

senses.  Explain that object by what you see, hear, smell, and feel (don’t taste it!).  Then further 

investigate it by explaining the ethics involved with it.  Explain it further by describing its uses and 

emotional appeal.  When you are done, you will have become a philosopher for that object.  Share your 

observations with the class.   

 

 



 

Looking into Origins   Page 27   Classification 

To understand how Aristotle tried to classify the things he found in his environment, classify your 

classroom. Create separate classifications for everything you see and then make a chart.  Some 

characteristics will overlap, so you may need to create a Venn diagram within your chart.  For example, if 

you list a category as Things with Words, you might find magazines, books, bulletin board, and even T-

shirts.  But those T-shirts belong in the category of things that you can wear!  See how it was so difficult 

for Aristotle?  

 

Testing a Hypothesis   Page 30   Experiment 

Develop your own hypothesis about seeds.  Test your hypothesis and report on your findings.  Did you 

prove or disprove your hypothesis?  What did you learn? 

 

Similarities and Differences  Page 32   Compare 

Using the information in the article and other research, compare Thales with Socrates, Plato, and 

Aristotle. 

Thales  

Socrates  

Plato  

Aristotle  

 

 

The Three Through Time  Page 36   Comprehension questions 

1. What common concept did the three philosophers share?   

2. How do we know that Plato’s teachings reached Egypt?   

3. How did wealthy Pompeian T. Siminius Stephanus show his visitors that he was an educated 

person?   

4. What two Christian ideals did Socrates teach?  

5. How did Plato influence politics?   

6. How did Aristotle influence science?   

7. How did Aristotle influence politics?   

8. What event contributed to the existential movement?   



 

Plato on a Roll   Page 40    Craft 

Here are the directions to make paper similar to the way Plato made paper – he just didn’t have the 

electric blender! 

Materials needed 

 Small pieces of paper – these can be clean napkins and toilet paper, shredded copy paper, paper 

bags, newspaper, construction paper (what color do you want your paper?), etc. 

 A blender 

 Liquid starch 

 Warm water 

 A jelly roll pan 

 Wax paper 

Directions 

1. Tear the paper into small bits and place it into a blender. 

2. Fill the blender about 2/3 full with warm water.  Add 2 tsp. liquid starch. 

3. Pulse the blender until the pulp is smooth. 

4. Pour a thin layer into a jelly roll pan until it reaches the edges.  Jiggle the pan side to side to 

level out the liquid paper.  

5. Let the paper dry for several days.  Invert the jelly roll pan onto wax paper and continue to let 

the paper dry on the other side.  

6. When the paper is completely dry, write a message from your favorite philosopher on it. 

 

Weaving a Tale   Page 49   Create a fable 

Find a picture of any artifact that archaeologists have found in Ancient Greece, Rome, or Egypt.  Create a 

fable about that artifact.  Remember to weave three different themes together.  For example, if you 

choose a box from Ancient Egypt, you might weave a story about the owner of the box, the contents of 

the box, and a conflict surrounding the box.   

 

Curses and Magic   Page 52         Group discussion 

In your groups, discuss how you might create the OPPOSITE of a curse – something that would bring 

something good to another person, rather than a problem.   Discuss why this is not as commonplace as 

curses and voodoo.  How might the world be different if voodoo actually worked and caused people to 

get good grades, win the lottery, or find a missing ring, perhaps? 

 

 

 



What’s in a Name?   Page 54   Create a game 

Years ago, people did not have electronic games.  They made their own playing pieces, boards, and 

rules!  Create your own game using common, everyday items.  Make up your own rules.  Play your game 

with your group and then teach your game to another group.  How are your games different?  How are 

they similar? 

 

A Greek Sphinx   Page 57   Research 

There are many theories about why the Ancient Egyptians created the sphinx.  List as many as you can 

find, and then tell which one you believe to be true. Why did you choose that theory over any of the 

others?   

 



ANSWER KEY: 

Sticking by His Beliefs  Page 6    Cryptogram 

I know that I am intelligent because I know that I know nothing. 

 

Plato’s Atlantis   Page 17   Fill in the Blanks 

1. Timaeus and Critias 

2. Political state 

3. Libya and Asia Minor 

4. Athenians 

 

The Three Through Time  Page 36   Comprehension questions 

1. They taught that we should ask questions about our world and our lives. 

2. Fragments of his work have been uncovered there. 

3. He had a mosaic depicting Plato’s Academy in his home. 

4. Willingness to die for your beliefs and to treat people as you would like them to treat you 

5. He said a government should be ruled by a philosopher king. 

6. His writings led to advances in biology, engineering, and chemistry. 

7. He proposed the idea of the different branches of government. 

8. The trial of Socrates 

 

 

  

 


