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Enter the Oasis    Page 3    Answer the questions 

1. Why do oases form in low elevations in a desert?  

2. Why are oases so visible in the desert?   

3. How is the Faiyum a different kind of oasis?  

4. What added benefit did the Nile floods bring to the Faiyum besides fresh water?   

5. Why do people call the Faiyum a breadbasket?  

6. Why is there a project to drain concentrated salt water from the Faiyum?   

 

Meet Sobek    Page 6    Chart 

Create a chart the shows the DESTRUCTIVE and PROTECTIVE characteristics of a crocodile.  Then tell 

why the ancient Egyptians used the crocodile as a symbol for Sobek. 

 

What the Excavations Reveal Page 11   Drawing 

Draw a picture that shows the many levels of Egyptian soil: 10,000 B.C., 6,000 B.C., 4,000 B.C., 3,000 

B.C., 300 B.C., and modern era.  Show what you would see if you visited Faiyum today and what you 

would expect to find as you dug deeper into the soil and in time. 

 

More than Just a Breadbasket Page 14   Cooking research 

The Egyptians had many foods available to them.  Using the foods mentioned in this article and the 

article on page 24, find a recipe that the ancient cooks might have made for their families.  For extra fun, 

make that recipe and share it with your class! 

 

Watering the Fields   Page 18   Creative Writing 

Imagine that you are an ancient reporter.  You would write the news on papyrus.  Describe what 

happens during the yearly flooding.  Your first paragraph should tell who (was there), what (is 

happening), when (did the floods happen), where (the floods happened), why (this was important), and 

how (it helps the people of the area).  Then expand that paragraph to form your article.   



 

Protecting the Grain   Page 24   Group Discussion 

The ancient Romans became wealthy landowners while the landless poor were forced to move into the 

crowded cities.  How would YOU solve the problem of too much food for the rich and too little food for 

the poor?  Brainstorm creative ways to solve the problem that would create long-lasting effects on the 

economy.  Share your ideas with the class. 

 

Glimpses of Daily Life  Page 30   Journal 

Imagine that you a young person living in the Faiyum area.  What does your father do?  Is he a soldier or 

a farmer?  Are you Roman, Greek, or Egyptian? What is your life like?  Are you happy or angry about 

what is going on in your village?  What do you do all day? Do you go to school? 

 

Mummy Portraits   Page 34   List 

Mummy portraits showed the personality of the dead person.  List what archaeologists found on or near 

these paintings.  What would your own mummy portrait look like? 

 

The ABCs of Mummification  Page 46   Definitions 

Define the words found in this article: 

1. Mummy  

2. Ka  

3. Bitumen  

4. Embalmers  

5. Trepanation  

6. Natron  

7. Amulets  

8. Shroud  

9. Canopic jars  

10. Cartonnage  

 

Reconstructing the Dead  Page 52   Timeline 

Create a timeline of events that led up to the reconstruction of mummified remains. 

  



ANSWER KEY 

 

Enter the Oasis    Page 3    Answer the questions 

1. Why do oases form in low elevations in a desert? Because the water collects close to the surface  

2. Why are oases so visible in the desert?  Because plants thrive near the water  

3. How is the Faiyum a different kind of oasis? It is formed by water channeled from the Nile after a 

flood. 

4. What added benefit did the Nile floods bring to the Faiyum besides fresh water?  Alluvial soil 

5. Why do people call the Faiyum a breadbasket? Because there are so many plants and animals as 

food sources 

6. Why is there a project to drain concentrated salt water from the Faiyum?  Because the salt water 

would kill the crops 

The ABCs of Mummification  Page 46   Definitions 

1. Mummy – artificially preserved bodies of dead people or animals 

2. Ka – soul of the dead person  

3. Bitumen – tar used in the mummification process 

4. Embalmers – people who made mummies 

5. Trepanation – removal of a section of the cranial vault 

6. Natron – mixture of salt and soda 

7. Amulets – jewelry believed to protect the mummy in the afterlife 

8. Shroud – large cloth that covered the mummy 

9. Canopic jars – vessels used to hold lungs, liver, stomach, and intestines separately 

10. Cartonnage – mixture of linen or papyrus with plaster and glue to make a mask 

Reconstructing the Dead  Page 52   Timeline 

Possible answer (other steps may be added): 

 Anatomists study the bones and face mask 

 3-D scan is performed 

 Eyes are added 

 Muscles are added 

 Facial details are added 

 

 

 


