
 

 

Teacher’s Guide for DIG 
April 2014: Paris Through Time 

 
Elisabeth Greenberg is an educator, children’s writer, and children’s book reviewer.  She was fortunate to 

live in Paris as a child and visit it many times as an adult. 
 
Getting Ready 
 
If available, display photographs of your city or town from 100 years ago and have students compare 
them to photos from today.  Use the comparison to elicit discussion of how changes in society, economy, 
transportation, etc., affect a city.  Then have students brainstorm what they think is essential in the 
design of a city in which it is good to work and live. 
 
 
In the Beginning 
 
Organizing information: 
 
Discuss different ways of organizing the information in the article, such as creating a time line for all the 
events listed in the article, making a road map of different economic and social structures through 
history, outlining the article, making a chart describing advances in hunting, weaponry, agriculture, etc.  
Then have students form cooperative teams to organize and present the information. 
 
Understanding the information: 
 
After students have shared what they learned through organizing the information, discuss why the article 
is subtitled "Water is the key ingredient." 
 
A Day in the Heart of Mediaeval Paris 
 
Connecting with art: 
 
Have students choose one of the scenes described in the article and draw a picture, compose a song or 
piece of music, or write a story or poem based on it. 
 
Writing a compare and contrast essay: 
 
Review the grade standards for writing a compare and contrast essay. Then have students choose one of 
the following topics for an essay and include supporting details from the article and their general 
knowledge: 

• How mediaeval Parisians and modern Americans shop  

• Urban activities in mediaeval Paris and contemporary United States 

• Delights and hazards of city life in different times and places 
 
A Look Underground 
 
Exploring ideas through discussion: 
 

1. What does the author mean when she writes "Underneath Paris lies a mirror city"? 

2. If an Olympic pool measures 88,000 cubic feet, how many Olympic-sized pools would be needed to 
contain the 46,000,000 cubic feet of wastewater flowing through the Paris sewers every day? 



 

 

3. What kinds of problems could be caused by the aboveground Paris sewers built in mediaeval times? 

4. What was the egout de ceinture? 

5. a) Why was the egout de ceinture a problem for the French kings?      b) How did Francois 1 resolve 
his sewer problem? 

6. Why was the sewer system reconstructed after 1832? 

7. Who was responsible for the new plan and how was it different from the old plan? 

8. a) What were the benefits of the new system?                                       b) Which do you think 
were most important? 

9. Would you go on a tour of the Paris sewer system?  Why or why not?  

10. Would you go on a tour of your own city's sewer system?  Why or why not? 
 
Bones and More Bones 
 
Expository writing: 
 
Discuss the problem posed in the article and its solution.  Then voice an opinion about whether these 
remains should be used as a tourist site or not. 
 
Developing Research Skills (Possible Homework Assignment): 
 
Paris had a problem with too many bones and no room to keep them, except on the outskirts of the 
city.  Use your research skills to discover other issues raised by human remains, such as museum displays 
of mummies or burial sites, closings of cemeteries, etc.  Share your findings with the class. 
 
 
Paris Transformed 
 
Citing supporting evidence: 
 
For each of the ideas below, cite one or more supporting references or details in the text: 

1. Prior to 1850 Paris had developed without a plan for streets or water supply and disposal. 

2. Some contemporary cities had developed according to a plan. 

3. Baron Haussmann had strong opinions on urban design and how to accomplish it. 

4. It took both a political leader and a qualified civil servant to accomplish a redesign of Paris in the 
19th century. 

5. Changes in technology and transportation influenced the design of modern Paris. 

6. Problems of civil disobedience or unrest may have influenced the plan. 

7. Napoleon III may have wanted Paris to gain prestige in the modern world. 

8. Spectacle was important in accomplishing the goals of both Haussmann and Napoleon III. 
 
Writing a persuasive essay: 
 
Choose one of the following topics, determine why you disagree or disagree with the statement, and 
persuade your reader to your point of view.  NOTE:  These ideas may also be used for an open-ended 
discussion in the classroom. 

1. In order to create a modern city, old buildings and streets should be destroyed. 

2. Leaders who are innovative and cause change should expect to be ousted.  



 

 

 
The Glory of 1889 
 
Questions for discussion 

1. What was L’Exposition Universelle and why was it important to France in 1889? 

2. What kind of controversy did Eiffel’s tower design provoke  and why? 

3. What was Eiffel’s counter argument to his critics? 

4. What details about the construction of the tower do you find most interesting? 

5. How did the writer make the description of the construction exciting and interesting? 

6. Who was right … Eiffel or his critics? 

7. Why were exposition visitors so excited to climb the tower? 

8. Why is the Tour Eiffel still standing as a symbol of Paris? 
 
 
Wrapping Up: 
Now that students are familiar with Paris, what word or phrase would they use to describe the city?  If 
they were to visit Paris, what would they expect to see?  What would they explore if they could spend a 
week in Paris?   


