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Getting Ready: 

Ask students what emotions and ideas the cover picture gives them.  Have students read the titles of the 
magazines and ask why they think the cover picture was chosen. 

 

VOCABULARY: Introduce new vocabulary in your preferred method or have students deduce or guess a 
meaning for each word.  Then have them expand or refine their first definition to be more exact as they 
read the articles.  New words and phrases might include (pp. 8-10) Vishnu, moat, gopura, depict, 
Buddhism, ritual, layperson, (pp.11-13) tribute, bronze, renowned, contemporary, chisel, alloy, liquefy, 
crucible, commission (v.) (pp.14-17) bas-relief, Mahabharata, epic,  palanquin, portray, stupa, laterite  

 

Front Matter 

CHALLENGE students to think like archeologists as they read the Ask Dr. Dig and Stones and Bones 
sections.   

What questions do the letters raise for them about other places and times?  As they read about Angkor 
Wat, can students frame questions not answered in the issue that they would like to address to Dr. Dig?   

After reading the list of archeological tools used on Grid 44, what can they find in their bedrooms and 
kitchens that would also be useful on a dig?  

What inferences can be made about human behavior from the article on Ancient Climate Change and A 
Taste for Spicy? 

 

Let’s Take a Walking Tour! 

DEVELOPING MAPPING SKILLS: 

In small groups, have students draw a map of the placement of walls and hills and buildings in Angkor 
Wat and chart the path of the “”walking tour”.  Have groups compare their maps, noting where they are 
similar and where they are different. 

INTEGRATING INFORMATION 



 

 

After reading the article individually or as a class, pair students to discuss how the metaphor of moving 
from the world of the humans into that of the gods guides the article and the reader’s experience.  Then 
have students share their ideas in class discussion. 

 

Making the Gods 

ORGANIZING INFORMATION:  

After reading the article, have students choose and accomplish one of the following projects: 

1. In a short essay, summarize the practices of ancient and modern Cambodians with respect to the 
statues of the gods.  Explain what their practices say about their spiritual beliefs. 

2. Create a graphic that explains the steps of the lost-wax method of crafting bronze  statues. 

3. Using the facts in the article, write a short fictional story about either an ancient Cambodian artist 
creating a statue or an ancient Cambodian king building a new temple.  

 

The Bas-Reliefs 

ART APPRECIATION: 

Have students choose a favorite bas-relief from those depicted.  Challenge them to describe it as 
accurately as possible and tell why they like it the best by using details. Students may want to try their 
hand at drawing or painting the scene of the bas-relief themselves. 

 

Surprises Beneath the Forest 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

Why do people assume that Angkor Wat is a temple sitting alone in the jungle? 

What are some of the problems archeologists face in discovering the cities in the jungles of Cambodia 
and the details of daily life? 

What are some of the new technologies that have helped archeologists Christophe Pottier and Damian 
Evans in their work? 

How does the airborne laser scanner LiDAR work better for archeologists than mapping from aerial 
photographs? 

 

WRITING AN EXPLANATORY ESSAY: 

After reading the article and discussing in class, explain in essay format how archeologists use technology 
to map ancient cities in jungle habitats.  



 

 

 

Was It Ever a “Fort”? 

CITING SPECIFIC TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 

By referring to details in the article, explain why you think each paragraph “title” is appropriate or not to 
the paragraph following.  The “titles” are Let’s See, Questions and More Questions, A Wall - Perhaps with 
Answers, For Defense?, and Timing is Key. 

 

Into the 21st Century With International Teams 

UNDERSTANDING CONCEPTS 

After reading the magazine and this article, why do you think it is or is not important for international 
teams to work together to preserve and understand important archeological sites?  Why do you think the 
King of Cambodia asked for international help?  Do you think it is important to declare some particular 
places “World Heritage Sites”; why or why not? 

 

WRAP-UP 

Ask students to imagine visiting Angkor Wat in Cambodia in the future.  What would they most be 
interested in seeing or exploring, and why? 


