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Elisabeth Greenberg is an educator, children’s writer, and children’s book reviewer. 

 
Getting Ready:   
Review the article titles on the cover with the class.  What questions do the titles raise for them?  What 
can they expect to learn from reading the issue?  Encourage a discussion of how students discover what 
is true and what is false, what is real and what is fake. 
 
A How-to on Experimental Archaeology 
 
Understanding What You Read: 

1. Cite details in the article to support the writer’s statement: An archeologist’s job never stops with a 
find. 

2. List several tools used by archaeologists to make sense of what they discover. 

3. Explain the process of experimental archaeology. 

4. Define the word hypothesis and give an example of a hypothesis that can be tested. 

5. What is the difference between experimental archaeology and experiential archaeology? 

6. Define primitive technology and give one example of a primitive technology.  

7. How can experimental archaeology be used in teaching? 

8. List all the steps students from Washington College followed in their experiment to discover how 
much nutrition a white-tailed deer could produce.  

9. What did the students find through their experiment in nutrition provided by white-tailed deer 
carcasses? 

10. How will analysis of the stone tool markings left on bone help students understand ancient butchery 
practice? 

 
Real-life Application: 
If you have a chance to go to the open air museum to learn something new what would you like to learn 
and why 
 
 
Inside a Neandertal's Toolkit 
 
Organizing information: 

1. List four facts from the article about Neandertals. 

2. What is the difference between scavenging and hunting? 

3. What evidence shows that Neandertals were hunters rather than scavengers. 

4. List the different kinds of tools that Neandertals made. 

5. Describe the process that Neandertals followed to make a tool (include at least three separate 
steps). 

6. How might retouching produce different marks, such as lines or pits, on a stone flake? 

7. Write a short paragraph explaining how the researchers Karavanic and Sokec did the replication 
experiment described with the cow bone on page 13 and what they discovered. 

8. What social inferences about Neandertals does the author make and what evidence does he offer 
for his inferences? 



 

 

 
How did the Atlatl Work 
 
Drawing Conclusions and Understanding Text: 

1. How did the atlatl revolutionize hunting for our human ancestors? 

2. How did replication and experimental archeology change archeologists’ idea of how the atlatl 
worked? 

3. Why would a light flexible dart work better with an atlatl than a rigid spear?  

4. How is the atlatl like a lever? 

5. Can you think of other weapons that use levers? 

6. What function might banner stones perform? 

7. Why do you think hunters would decorate their weapons? 
 
Art Link: 
Imagine you are an Aztec warrior.  Use what you know about the Aztecs and design an atlatl with banner 
stones appropriate to the environment and culture in which the Aztecs lived.  
 
Did Women Wield Weapons 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1.  When you first read the title Did Women Wield Weapons how did you answer that question in your 
mind? What was your reasoning?  

2. When you read descriptions of the different weapons  -- the mace, the battle ax, and the curved 
khopesh -- how did you think the weapons were used?  How did the shape of the weapon inform 
your thinking? 

3. What explanations can you suggest for women having smaller maces and men having larger maces 
buried with them? 

4. What kinds of evidence indicate that women might have used weapons for war and self-defense? 

5. What was Rebecca Dean's hypothesis about women and weapons? 

6. How did she use experimental archeology to test her hypothesis? 

7. Why did Dean choose to test her weapons on pig carcasses? 

8. Do you agree with the final sentence of the paragraph "they do suggest that archaeologists and 
storage to stop and think before rushing to conclusions about women using weapons in ancient 
Egypt?  Why or why not? 

 
How do you do you use experimental archaeology to Chester hypothesis? 
 
Boys Behind Bars 
 
Understanding the argument: 
Either outline the article or write a paragraph describing how the author answers his lead question: Why 
would anyone want to build, let alone, recreate the British Empire’s first boys’ prison? 
 
Understanding the process: 
Explain the process of mapping described in the article using text and graphics through a chart, timeline, 
or display. 
 
Wrap-up: 



 

 

Can students make any generalizations about how archeologists think critically about their discoveries?  
Can they draw any conclusions about how archeological artifacts and sites can be presented to a public 
audience? 


