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Teacher's Guide prepared by Lisa Greenberg, writer and educator. 

 

Getting Ready: 

Show the magazine cover and back to the class and ask, “What do you notice about the artworks on the 
cover?”  List responses on chart paper or board.  Then have students group the answers in categories.  
Ask, “What about the text on the covers? What questions arise from the connection of the artwork and 
the text?”  List the questions suggested by the class and ask them to think about these questions as they 
read the articles. 

 

Vocabulary: ceramic, function, palmetto, channel (v.), center (v.).   

I am …. 

OUTLINING:  Review criteria for outlining for your grade level with your students. 

Have them read and outline the article.  Use peer review to critique the outlines and then create a group 
outline on the board. 

READING FOR INFORMATION: 

Have students discuss or write answers to the following questions: 

1. How were Greek pots used in everyday life? 

2. Give two examples of modern containers and explain how they are the same and how they are 
different. 

3.  Why did Greek potters create different shapes? 

4.  What is a hydria? 

5.  Why did the hydria have three handles? 

6.  What force allows potters to create evenly round shapes? 

7.  How does centrifugal force work in shaping a pot? 

8.  Explain the difference between a closed and an open pot shape? 

9.  Define a pot rim. 

10. Define a pot body. 



 

 

 

Red Figure, Black Figure 

WRITING A COMPARE AND CONTRAST ESSAY: 

Review the guidelines for essay writing for your class.  Then have  students write a compare or contrast 
essay to explain how the techniques for making red figure and black figure pottery were the same and 
how they different. 

 

ART APPRECIATION: 

How did the artist effectively use the contrasting red and black figure techniques in decorating the 
perfume bottle on pages 10 and 11?  What do you feel or think when you look at this bottle? 

 

A Potter’s Trade 

Have students work in small groups to accomplish one of the projects below: 

1. List the different steps in creating a pot. 

2. Illustrate the steps in creating a pot. 

3. Imagine you are a potter’s apprentice.  Write a story or create and perform a play about a day in 
your life. 

4. If possible in your school, view one of the Internet pottery making in Crete and compare the ancient 
and contemporary techniques. 

 

Who’s Who? 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS (class or individual): 

1. When did ancient pottery began to be inscribed with names and what might those names signify? 

2. Who was John Beazley and what did he do? 

3. What are the archeological techniques for examining and dating pottery? 

4. After examination of a pot by an archeologist, what sometimes unanswerable questions remain? 

 

ART APPRECIATION: 

Choose as your favorite one of the vases pictured on pages 17-18.  Describe it and explain why you 
chose that particular pot. 



 

 

 

In Honor of Athena 

CREATING ART: 

After carefully reading the article and noting all the features of the decoration of the Panatheanaia prize 
vases, have students design the front and back decoration of a prize vase.  If clay or modeling material is 
available, have students make a vase using their designs. 

 

Let Me Tell You 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

1. What types of information can the pictures on an ancient vase give the viewer? 

2. Why were ships so important to the ancient Greeks? 

3. What types of cargo did Greece trade? 

4. What kind of ship is depicted on the drinking cup on page 23 and what is its defining feature? 

5. What incident in the Odyssey is depicted in the vase on page 24? 

6.  What are the features of the boat depicted on page 24? 

7.  What special skill did the painter Exekias display in the cup on page 25? 

8. What illusion did this cup create for its user as he drank? 

9. What does the term kylix mean? 

10. What is a pyxis? 

 

The Mysterious Case of the Francois Vase 

ORGANIZING INFORMATION WITH GRAPHICS AND TEXT: 

Create a timeline for the discovery and restoration of the Francois Vase. 

 

ART-I-FACTS: The Euphronius Krater 

VALUES EDUCATION: 

Do you think museums should return artifacts which they have bought in good faith, but have in fact 
been stolen?  Why or why not? 



 

 

Do you think that archeologists working in foreign countries should retain ownership of their discoveries 
or do you think the country owns the artifacts discovered?  Explain your reasoning. 

 

WRAP UP: 

In classroom discussion, have students discuss how ancient pottery explains the daily life of people in 
ancient times.  How can pottery be used to expand and add to the written history of a people?  Review 
the questions from the Getting Ready activity.  Encourage students to share and support their answers. 

 


