
 

 

DIG Teacher's Guide 

July 2013: Dino Tales 

Teacher's Guide prepared by Lisa Greenberg, writer and educator. 

 

Getting Ready: 

Read aloud each title listed on the cover one at a time and have class brainstorm questions that they 
hope each article will answer.  List these on the board or chart paper for review at end of magazine 
study. 

 

What is a Dinosaur? 

UNDERSTANDING DEFINITIONS AND CONCEPTS: 

Have students work in pairs to write their own definition of the word “dinosaur” before reading the 
article.  Then have them read the article. Have each pair write a paragraph explaining how their definition 
of dinosaur was changed by reading the article. 

 

Muddy Feet 

READING FOR INFORMATION 

1.  What is a Coelosaur? 

2.  Why are the Coelosaurs of Winton, Australia, famous? 

3. What were the Coelosaurs doing when they were surprised by a Tyrannosauropus? 

4.  What is the “Banjo” referred to in the article? 

5. How has the climate of the area around Winton, Australia, changed between the dinosaurs’ time and 
our own? 

6. How did the Tyrannosauropus eat his food? 

7. How were the Coeolosaurs’ footprints preserved? 

8. How did paleontologists uncover the footprints? 

9. How is working with fossils like a jigsaw puzzle, according to guide George Sinapius? 

10. Describe in your own words what happened when the Tyrannosauropus spotted the Coelosaurs 
feeding. 



 

 

Challenge (or homework):  Explain how LEGO® bricks can be used to make molds of fossils or other 
items. 

 

The Lost Dinosaur of London 

WRITING AN EXPLANATORY ESSAY: 

Review with the class the grade-level rubric for writing an explanatory essay.  Then have students write a 
short essay explaining why the dinosaur was lost and how it was found. 

 

Three Amazing Species 

WRITING SHORT ANSWERS 

Use complete sentences to answer the following questions: 

1. Why was it unusual for a Gorgosaurus to have as many injuries as the dinosaur examined in the 
Indianapolis laboratory? 

2. What did the researchers discover that might have caused so many injuries? 

3. What large dinosaur is related to the smaller Prenoceratops? 

4. What is the meaning of the phrase “type specimen” when applied to a dinosaur? 

5. Why was the Dracorex hogwartsia given that name? 

6. Why are scientists confused about whether it might be a new species of dinosaur? 

 

A Superpowerful Creature 

INTERNET RESEARCH; ORGANIZING INFORMATION 

Have students follow the link on page 21 to the Stan page at the Black Hills Institute.  Have them use the 
information in the article and on the website, including information from links on the right sidebar, to 
make a poster or chart, illustrate, or write about one of the following topics: 

 The Discovery of Stan 

 The Reconstruction of Stan 

 Stan’s Life as seen from the Archeologist’s Point of View 

or a topic of their own choosing. 

 



 

 

Serious Toots 

DISCOVERING RELATIONSHIPS 

1. Why did meat-eating dinosaurs have stronger smelling gaseous emissions? 

2. How was Leonardo’s digestive tract preserved? 

3. What correlation is there between what dinosaurs eat and their gaseous emissions? 

4. What preserved Leonardo’s skin? 

5. Why is Leonardo called a “mummy”? 

 

 

Dino Digs 

CREATIVE WRITING 

Drawing on the different articles about dinosaur discovery and this article, write a fictional story about 
coming across a dinosaur fossil starring you or someone your age.  

 

WRAP UP: 

In classroom discussion, review the questions that students generated from the cover.  Can the class 
answer them now?  If not, how could the class research the answers? 

 


