
 

 

DIG Teacher's Guide 

May 2013: Safety Zone: Protecting the Finds 

 

Teacher's Guide prepared by Lisa Greenberg, writer and educator.  Lisa Greenberg has visited 
archaeological sites and museums throughout the United States and in Egypt, Pakistan, and Turkey, and 
Europe.  The conservator’s choice of objects to display and the story s/he frames can explain so much 
history and culture.  In this issue Lisa discovered how much expertise goes into preserving the artifacts 

and preparing them for display. 

Getting Ready: 

Have students work in pairs to discuss the front cover and the Table of Contents to generate five 
questions that the text and images raise for them?  List these questions they have on the black board or 
chart paper.  You may wish to group or map the questions in categories as they are brought out?  
Encourage students to use the magazine articles or additional research to answer questions that 
particularly interest them. 

 

Frozen Archaeology 

READING FOR INFORMATION 

1.  Explorer Douglas Mawson’s native country was __________________. 

2.  When Mawson’s Antarctic headquarters were abandoned, the building filled up with 
_______________________. 

3. In order to clear the building of ice, the conservator team used __________________. 

4.  Each excavation season in the Antarctic is limited to just _________or __________ weeks. 

5. The Mawson’s Hut Foundation will share its findings with the public by building   a 
_________________ on the shores of ____________ ______________ where Mawson and his team 
set out. 

6. One of the challenges of doing conservation work in the Antarctic is ______________ 
________________. 

7. Mawson’s team of 18 men had the following supplies to last a year or more in the Antarctic: (list at 
least five items)  ______________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
______ 

8.  Some men stayed at the Antarctic for two years because  
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________



 

 

_______________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 

9. The Mawson Expedition was the first to maintain ____________ contact with the outside world. 

10.  Only two artifacts from the Antarctic were returned to Australia for conservation; they are 
______________________ and ___________________. 

 

 

Conserving at El Cano 

READING FOR UNDERSTANDING: 

The article lists eight steps in conserving the remains at El Cano in Central Panama.  List each step and 
explain why it is important in two or three sentences. 

 

At Work on La Belle 

WRITING SHORT ANSWERS 

Use complete sentences to answer the following questions: 

1. What is a cofferdam and why was it used in the excavation of La Belle? 

2. Why was the ship’s hull the most difficult artifact to conserve and how were the challenges met? 

3. What is the PEG solution treatment for wood? 

4. Why was the PEG treatment abandoned and what was used in its place? 

5. How would you rate La Salle as an explorer and why would you rate him that way? 

 

Bones of the Atocha 

CREATIVE WRITING 

Write a story or draw a mural that expresses the feelings of one of the passengers or crew on the La 
Nuestra Senora de Atocha as hurricanes struck not once, but twice. 

 

EXPOSITORY WRITING 

Write a short paragraph explaining the significance of the bones discovered on the sunken Atocha. 

 



 

 

Mummy-Care 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

With a partner make a poster using illustration and text that includes the major points of Egyptian 
mummification and modern-day conservation of mummies. 

 

WRAP UP: 

In classroom discussion, encourage students to connect what an archaeologist does and what a 
conservator does?  How do the two professions work together to help explain human history? 

 


