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Teacher's Guide prepared by Lisa Greenberg, writer and educator. 

Getting Ready: 
Have students work in pairs to discuss the front cover and the Table of Contents to generate five 
questions that the text and images raise for them?  List these questions they have on the black board or 
chart paper.  You may wish to group or map the questions in categories as they are brought out?  
Encourage students to use the magazine articles or additional research to answer questions that 
particularly interest them. 

 

I Was Here Before You 

WRITING SHORT ANSWERS: 
After you read the article, answer these questions in 1--4 complete sentences, including specific 
information and supporting details: 
1. What three tests determine whether an archeological site is an earliest proof of humans in the 
Americas? 
2. Why are most sites suggested as proof of early human habitation questionable? 

 

A Matter of Timing 

READING FOR UNDERSTANDING: 

1.  Define megafauna in your own words. 

2. How many extinct species lived in the Americas during the Ice Age? 

3. What two theories have been suggested to explain the extinction of animals during the last Ice Age? 

4. Explain the reasoning behind the theory of “Pleistocene Overkill”? 

5. Explain the major flaw in this theory and how the evidence used to disprove it revealed a second 
flaw. 

6. What types of evidence did scientists look at when examining the theory that environmental change 
caused animal extinction? 

7. What does the environmental evidence coupled with the discovered dates of the extinction of some 
species suggest in favor of the environmental change theory of extinction? 

8. What do you think about animal extinction in the Americas during the Ice Age after reading this 
article? 



 

 

9. How would you support your personal theory?  What other questions might you ask?  What other 
research would you attempt? 

10. Applying general knowldge: What animal extinctions in the past 300 years might be considered the 
product of human overkill?  Which more recent animal extinctions might be considered 
environmentally caused? 

 

East to Alaska 

Before students read the article, review the outlining concepts for your grade level.  Then divide the 
students into groups to review outlining by discovering the outline of the article.   

COOPERATIVE LEARNING -- OUTLINING:  

As you read the article, think about how the author organized her thoughts on paper.  Then work with 
your group to outline the article; outlining helps you understand the argument and remember the facts!  
Compare your outline with those of other groups. 

 
Settling In 

INTEGRATING KNOWLEDGE: 

Write a story, create a poster, or draw a mural that explains or shows how the early Clovis Point peoples 
adapted to the changing landscape and animals and plants of the Americas and spread so rapidly 
throughout the continent. 

 

A Closer Look 

 

READiNG FOR SPECIFIC INFORMATION: 

1. When was the Late Pleistocene period? 

2. What are some of the pre-Clovis sites  in South America? 

3. What kind of shelter did many South American peoples live in eleven thousand years ago? 

4. Were most of the early peoples hunters, gatherers, or hunter-gatherers?  How do we know? 

5. How do the coastal sites add to our knowledge of the diet and activity of the early South American 
peoples? 

6. What do archeologists believe about the social organization of the Paleo-Indians of South America? 

7. Why have so few human skeletons been found? 



 

 

8. What does the archeological evidence of Monte Verde, Chile, show about the shelter and diet of the 
Paleo-Indians there? 

9. How did the lives of the Santa Elina, Brazil Paleo Indians differ from those of the inhabitants of Monte 
Verde, Chile?   

10. What is an osteoderm?  What other words do you know that use “osteo” and “derm”.  How are they 
explain the meaning of osteoderm? 

Dating the Past 

 

EXPLAINING A CONCEPT 

Use words and/or graphics to explain the following archeological dating concepts: 

superposition, tephrachronology, accuracy, precision, absolute dating method, radiocarbon dating, 
accelerator mass spectrometer technology 

WRAP UP: 

In classroom discussion, encourage students to connect what they learned about human migration and 
adaptation to the Americas to current issues in the world today, such as, how is global warming affecting 
low-lying areas such as the Micronesian islands and the coastlines of Bangladesh and other Asian 
countries?  How was their family history changed by migration?  How did immigrant 
parents/grandparents have to adapt to a different landscape and culture? 

 


