
 

DIG Teacher's Guide 
March 2013: In the Field 

 

Teacher's Guide prepared by Lisa Greenberg, writer and educator. She has travelled extensively 

in the Middle East, visiting Nabatean, Roman, Jewish, Christian, and Muslim sites. 

 

 

Getting Ready:  

Establish what ground knowledge students have about an archeologist's activity by brainstorming 

with the class and drawing a web with archeologist at the center and sub-areas for tools, 

activities, resources, geographic locations, institutions, or other topics suggested by students. 

Then, with students, underline specific items related to being "in the field" or "doing field work". 

 

Excavating at Armageddon and Meet CAI 

DETERMINING WHAT YOU KNOW: Before you read this article, write down your concept or idea 

of the meaning of " Armageddon". 

READING FOR INFORMATION: 

 How do most people know about Armageddon?  

 What is the "real" place behind the name "Armageddon" and where is it located?  

 What two universities work at the Har Meggido dig?  

 What is the daily schedule of the volunteer at the project?  

 How many centuries was Megiddo inhabited? Hint: Use a BC-AD timeline to check your 

 answer.  

 How many cities were built during the habitation of Har Megiddo?  

 What is the most unusual architectural structure built at Megiddo and what makes it  amazing?  

 What two archeological "treasures" have been found at Megiddo?  

 How do the ivories show that Megiddo was connected to other cultures?  

    What connection does King Solomon have with Har Megiddo? 

 

WRITING SHORT ANSWERS:  

After you read the article, answer these questions in 1--4 complete sentences: 

1. Why did the Gospel writer John think that the final battle between good and evil would be held 

at Megiddo? 

2. After you read this article, how did your understanding of the word "Armageddon" change?  



3.  What is CAI and why is it located in Washington, DC? 

 

Inside a Canaanite Palace  

COOPERATIVE LEARNING THROUGH RESEARCH PROJECTS: 

Divide students into groups of four or five students and guide them through the process of doing 

a research project together: narrow the topic and generate a research question, locate source 

materials in the library and on the Internet, take notes, write an outline that will answer your 

original question, write the research paper. Depending on the age of the students and the school 

standards, you may want to set word or page length and/or guide them in making a 

bibliography. 

Research topics: 

   ●  Canaanite Kingdom  

   ●  Religion of Canaan  

   ●  Architecture of Canaan  

   ●  Wealth of Canaan  

   ●  Daily Life of Canaanites  

   ●  Archeological Sites Relating to the Canaanite Kingdom  

   ●  Other student suggestions    Fingerprinting the Olmec  

UNDERSTANDING NEW TECHNOLOGIES: After reading the article, discuss as a group or have 

students write a short paragraph explicating the research question posed by Jeffrey Blomster and 

explaining how NAA analysis contributed to the answer.  Let's Meet at Bir Madhkur  

  

UNDERSTANDING THE STRUCTURE OF AN ARTICLE: 

Work with a partner to define the main ideas of this article and then trace the logic and 

connections between the ideas. You may want to draw an idea web. 

 

USING CREATIVE IMAGINATION: 

Use your imagination and artistic skills to explore the spice trade. You could draw a mural of a 

caravan and caravanserai, write and illustrate an advertisement for incense, write journal entries 

from a caravan trek, interview a Roman trader. Try something that stretches your imagination 

and captures the importance of trade routes. 

  

The Truth about Remote Sensing  

UNDERSTANDING SCIENCE: 

1. Draw a diagram of how a magnetometer works. 

2. Write a short paragraph explaining how an archeologist uses a magnetometer in the 



field. 

3. How could an archeologist use the mapped dark and light areas provided by a 

magnetometric survey grid? 

  

African Slave Wreck  

CLASS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

 1. Why might maritime archeologists from South Africa join a team from the United 

States to explore slave ship wrecks? 

 2. What kind of research tools were used by the members of the African Slave Wreck 

Project to research possible sites? Which kind of research do you think would be most valuable 

and why? 

 3. A virtual field trip requires collaboration between the Slave Wrecks Project and Diving 

With a Purpose. What role might each group play in designing and producing a virtual field trip? 

 4. If you think about the role archeology plays in documenting the caravan spice trade 

and the African slave trade, what similarities and what differences do you see?  

 

Talking Statues 

THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX: 

Read this article carefully and consider the relationships of political loyalty, mass communication, 

and civic responsibility as shown by the Roman statues in Amman, Jordan. How do you see these 

relationships symbolized in contemporary society in the United States? 

 

WRAP UP: 

Have a brief class discussion on how student ideas of what an archeologist does have changed 

and what parts of an archeologist's work individual students find most attractive or suited to 

personal characters and aspirations. 

 
 


