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This activity addresses the common core standards for informational text: 
 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility 
and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

 
 
Getting Ready 
 
Arrange a display of books about Roman times to encourage students to read further into the 
history and culture of ancient Rome.  As a class read Margo's question on the bottom of Page 4 
and Dr. Dig's answer.  Then pair students and have them write five specific questions they have 
about ancient Rome and its culture.  Have a small group of students assign them to categories 
and post them on a bulletin board.  Students can use these questions as springboards for the 
research activity below. 
 
Explain to the class that they will work in pairs or small groups on research activities about 
ancient Rome and the Colosseum.  They should research by thinking the way archeologists do, 
using what they know about their topic to understand more about how the ancient Romans 
perceived the world.  They will use their questions and the articles in the magazine as a jumping 
off point and employ both library research and Internet research to extend their study.  Every 
final project should have a text and a graphic component, but they can use their imaginations as 
well as their research capabilities to make Rome come alive for themselves and for the rest of the 
class, perhaps by presenting a play or rap song that explains one aspect of Roman life as well as 
a poster or paper or booklet. 
 
Give the students a day to think about what question about ancient Rome they would like to 
research and with whom they would like to work, unless a research project and partners that you 
suggest would work better for your students.  If students are likely to have problems coming up 
with a research topic, you might suggest areas such as Roman engineering, the rule of the 
emperors, what made a good leader and a bad leader in ancient Rome, how the Colosseum was 
constructed, how its use has changed over time, what triggered the anger of the Romans at 
Nero, and other topics that might be of particular interest to your students as they read the 
magazine articles. 
 
Set expectations for the project, depending on the resources available to students in your school, 
such as,  

1. Students must use a specific number of sources and at least one each from a magazine, 
book, and website. 

2. Students must use at least one graphic that they create themselves and one that they 
bring from an outside source. 

3. Students must have one paragraph that discusses the application of the results of their 
research to modern life. 

4. Students must create one poster that explains their topic clearly. 



 
Wrapping Up: 
Have students share their research projects.  Ask, what did you learn from this project?  What 
did you learn about yourself by doing research?   What parts of researching a topic did you enjoy 
and which ones were difficult for you? 
 
 
 
 
 


