
DIG Teacher’s Guide 
January 2013: Dogs 

 
Teacher’s guide prepared by Lisa Greenberg 

 
 
Getting Ready 
 
Write on blackboard or poster sheet:  Questions We Have.  Ask students to review the front and 
back magazine covers and the Table of Contents.  Have pairs discuss and list 5-10 questions they 
have.  Then have each pair share their questions with the class and list them on the blackboard 
or chart. 
As an all-class exercise, group the questions in categories or in a web and use these questions as 
an additional guide for discussion or research topics.  You may wish to form small teams to write 
short answers to each category or group of questions as class reads the magazine and shares 
information. 
 
From Wolf to Woof 
Reading for Information Questions 

1. How do domesticated animals help people? 
2. What was the first domesticated animal?  
3. What is the wild ancestor of the domesticated dog? 
4. How did the physical skulls and faces of dogs change during the process of domestication 

of wolves? 
5. What additional information do archeologists gather from geneticists to determine the 

timing of domestication? 
6. What is DNA and what information does it contain? 
7. What did scientists learn from the paw print in Chauvet Cave in France?  What early dog 

is the ancestor of most small domestic dogs today? 
8. Where do archeologists think that the second phase of domestication probably took 

place? 
9. Why do they think it took place there? 

Understanding what you read: 
1. What does it mean when the article says, "Archeologists use these markers to figure out 

where and when domestication begins"? (p. 8) 
2. Why do scientists think that Siberian wolves never completed the domestication process? 
3. Using text and/or graphics, explain the difference between the first and second phases of 

domestication described by the author. 
 
A Fox in the Doghouse 
Thinking about the information/short answer writing: Write short answers (two or three 
sentences) to each question below.  

1. What question was the Russian scientist Belyaev interested in and how did he study the 
question? 

2. How did silver fox behavior change as silver foxes were bred for tameness? 
3. What role do genes play in domestication? 
4. How has science supported Belyaev's "belief that breeding animals for tameness changed 

something so important in their genes that it altered their looks as well as their 
behavior"? 

5. What conclusion does the article draw about the timing of domestication and the 
changes in skull structure and behavior? 

 
Dingo Friends 



Essay writing: 
Explain the process of domesticating a dingo pup through capture and hand rearing. 
OR 
Explain the evolution of the dingo and the changes in its relationship to human beings over the 
past 5000 years.  
 
Creative writing: 
Reimagine and expand the Aboriginal dreamtime story of Gaiya.  Write down and illustrate your 
version of the story. 
  
 
The Chinese and Their Dogs 
Class discussion: 

1. How was the Chinese use of dogs different from that of the Australian aborigines? 
2. What are the two types of dogs found in Chinese tombs and how do they differ? 
3. What do you think about the idea of sacrificing dogs in burial rites?  Why do you think it 

was done? 
4. What do you think of eating dogs?  Why do you think that the people of some countries 

eat a type of animal that other people in other countries would not?  For example, people 
in France sometimes eat horse meat; people in China and Korea have historically eaten 
dog; people in Japan traditionally ate whale meat.  Would you eat any of those?  Why or 
why not? 

 
Going to the Dogs 
Discriminating between fact and theory: 
Paul Nicholson, the author of the article, describes current archeological work in Saqqara.  List 
the facts that have been discovered in the dig; then list the theories that he suggests from those 
facts.  What questions remain to be answered and how might they be answered? 
 
Best in Breed 
Understanding a career: 

1. What does a zooarchaeologist do? 
2. Compare identifying a breed and identifying a species. 
3. When did domesticated dogs enter Mesoamerica? 
4. What type of dog accompanied the first immigrants to Mesoamerica? 
5. When did other breeds of dog begin to appear in that area? 
6. How do zooarchaeologists differentiate between breeds as they enter fossil history? 
7. What two identifiers do archaeologists use to determine that xolo dogs were hairless? 
8. How do zooarchaeologists determine the use that human beings made of dogs in a 

specific culture? 
9. What does the chemical composition of dog bones tell zooarchaeologists about specific 

breeds? 
10.What evidence is there that dogs were guides to the afterlife in Mesoamerica? 
11. Would you like to be a zooarchaeologist?  Why or why not? 

 
Gone, But Not Forgotten 
After reading this article, write from the dog's point of view and discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of being domesticated and living with human beings. 
 
On the Job 
Whole class Internet research/writing exercise: 



Reread these short articles about working dogs.  Brainstorm different types of jobs dogs perform 
in the world today.   Have students choose a dog job, research it, and write a short description of 
his work from the dog's point of view. 
 
Wrap Up: 
 
Ask students what they were surprised to learn about animal domestication and domestication of 
dogs in particular.  Has it changed the way they think about dogs?  About other domesticated or 
non-domesticated animals?  What questions do they still have about how the human and animal 
worlds interact or shape each other?  Finally, ask them to vote on what animal they think people 
will domesticate next.  Tally the answers, and have students discuss why each of the top three 
candidates would be a good choice for domestication. 
 
 
 


