
DIG Teacher's Guide 
October 2012: The Pyramids at Giza 

 
Lisa Greenberg taught overseas in Asia and the Middle East.  She rode a camel around the 
pyramids of Giza many years ago, and then went by horseback to the ruins of Saqqara, 17 

kilometers away. 
 

 
Getting Ready: 
 
Share the cover with students.  Then brainstorm as a class, or in pairs or small groups of 
students, questions they have about pyramids in general or Egypt's ancient pyramids.  Jot these 
down and, if time permits, have students sort the questions into categories of their choosing.  
These might include architecture/design, history, culture, religion, building methods, etc. 
 
Pathway to the Afterlife 
 
Vocabulary (teach as you like, through dictionary work, sentence writing, etymology, crossword 
construction, etc.): 
orient (v), sarcophagus, realm, alabaster, pyramidion, dismantle, funerary complex, causeway, 
subsidiary, cenotaph, corbel, vault 
 
Reading for information: 
Read the article.   Then answer these questions in complete sentences (or in class discussion). 

1. Why were Egypt's ancient pyramids built? 
2. What was one possible method of insuring the sides of Khufu's pyramid were absolutely 

straight? 
3. What did Imentet mean to the Ancient Egyptians? 
4. What did the builders consider when constructing a pyramid? 
5. How might the builders level the site for the pyramid? 
6. How were the massive blocks to build the pyramid lifted to the top? 
7. What is a Pyramid text? 
8. Although no one knows for sure why the Egyptians chose the pyramid shape for the 

kings' tombs, what two theories are suggested? 
9. Who listed Khufu's pyramid as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, and 

when? 
10. What is the Grand Gallery? 

 
Science Connections:   

1. Design an experiment to show that water seeks its own level.  Explain how this concept 
helped the ancient Egyptians to build structures that last to this day. 

2. Create a poster explaining what a wedge is, how it is used as a simple machine, and how 
it is incorporated into compound machines.  Include some examples of simple wedges 
that you use every day and of compound machines made with wedges. 

 
Meet the Royal Family 
 
Vocabulary:   
Plunder (v), provisions, depiction, shaft (n) 
  
Understanding what you read: 
Answer in short paragraphs. 



1. What do the size and grandeur of Khufu's Great Pyramid at Giza tell us about ancient 
Egypt? 

2. What have archeologists learned about Khufu and his family? 
3. How do contemporary archeologists differ with the Roman historian Herodotus in their 

understanding of Khufu and his reign? 
4. Why does the article suggest that the stories told of Khufu are inaccurate? 

 
Writing connection: 
Choose one of the fanciful tales said to be told to Khufu by his sons, elaborate it into a fully 
imagined story set in Khufu's time, and illustrate it. 
 
The Other Two 
 
Writing an expository essay: 
The subtitle to this article is: A closer look reveals some surprises.  List and describe each item 
you think is a surprise and explain why it is surprising. 
 
Goodbye to Pyramids 
 
Class discussion: 

1. What problem faced pyramid builders after Khufu? 
2. What decision did his successor kings make and why? 
3. How did the collapse of the Old Kingdom influence pyramid building and what were the 

results? 
4. How do you think "we know…that the female king Sobeknofru must have been buried in 

a royal pyramid"? 
5. How did the change of religious belief in the New Kingdom influence pyramid building 

 
Thinking beyond the information: 
When the Egyptians began to build rock tombs instead of pyramids, how might their building 
practices and materials have changed? 
 
Unanswered Questions 
 
Review the questions that students had in the Getting Ready exercise.  Which ones can they 
answer now?  Point out that archeologists also have unanswered questions and have students 
read the article.  When students finish, have them work in pairs or small groups to decide which 
of the unanswered questions in the article or from the class are most interesting to them and 
why. 
 
Connecting to the Past 
 
Career exploration:  Have students read the article and ask how the writer determined he wanted 
to be an archeologist.  Discuss the concept of "a life-defining" experience.  Ask students to jot 
down three careers they might like to follow as adults.  For each career, have them list three 
experiences that would help them decide if they wanted to pursue that career or not.  If your 
school has a Career Day, use the lists to find some intriguing speakers. 
 
Wrap-Up 
Discussion:  
What are the most interesting things you learned from this magazine?  Why are these important 
to you?  


