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Elisabeth Greenberg taught in international schools and currently writes adult and children’s 

fiction and non-fiction.  She is currently writing a book on the Islamic Hajj with her colleague, 
Mohammed Babelli, photographer. 

 
Getting Ready 
 
Have students divide a paper in two and label the two halves: existing reptiles and ancient 
reptiles.  Each student should make a list of facts on each half of the sheet.  You may want to do 
this as a group project on large chart paper and save for the end of the study. 
 
Vocabulary:  clade, squamate, endothermic, frill, amnion, embryo, sprawling, substantial, 
counterpart, gland,  
 
Meet the Fossil Lizards 
 
Reading for information: 

1. What is the largest reptile that ever lived? 
2. What is the smallest reptile? 
3. What are the five different reptile groups? 
4. What reptile group is the most diverse? 
5. To what reptile group do snakes and lizards belong? 
6. What physical characteristics make a lizard “heavily armored”? 

 
Understanding what you read: 

7. How would you explain the concept of a clade to a first grade student? 
8. How many Dwarf Sphaero geckos standing snout to tail would match the length of one 

adult sauropod dinosaur?  (HINT: Change the length of the sauropod dinosaur into 
inches and divide by the length of one Dwarf Sphaero.) 

9. Why do you think the fossil record of squamates is poor for the first 100 million years 
they existed? 

10. What reason does the author give for possibly calling the Cenozoic “The Age of 
Squamates”? 

 
Ouch! 
 
Expository essay writing: 
Review the rules of writing an essay for your students.  Then have them choose one of the 
following topics and write an essay. 

1. Describe the teeth of fossil reptiles, how they changed, and what the changes in fossil 
teeth explain about the evolution of anatomy 

2. Describe how the development of mammal teeth differs from that of other amniotes and 
what this might indicate about the use of antibiotics 

 
Rise of the Flying Reptiles 
 
Sharing information: 
Have students read the article and then list the ten most interesting facts they discover.  Have 
students meet in groups of three or four to share and discuss the facts. 
 
Wait Until You Meet These Crocodiles! 



Using Graphics: 
 
Choose one of the following projects: 

1. Create a poster using graphics and text that explains this sentence – Living alligators 
and crocodiles are sophisticated animals. 

2. Research and sketch one of the ancient crocodylians, labeling it by name and placing 
it in its geographic area and natural habitat. 

 
 
Fossils That Tell Tales 
 
Writing paragraphs: 
Review the structure of a paragraph: topic sentence, supporting details, conclusion. 
Then have students choose one of the following topics and write a paragraph: 

1. How marine turtles differ from other turtles. 
2. What archeologists know about fossil turtles. 
3. The relationship between the Cretaceous Age and the turtle population of the world. 

 
Wrap Up 
 
Have students take out their individual charts and work in pairs to list additional facts learned OR 
add new facts to the group chart paper.  


