
DIG Teacher’s Guide 
April 2012: Uncovered Boats: Sunk and Found 

 
Teacher’s Guide prepared by Lisa Greenberg.  Lisa Greenberg taught in international schools in 

Japan, Singapore, and Saudi Arabia. She has written or edited several books on Saudi Arabia and 
reviews children’s books.  She is currently working on a children’s novel set on an ancient Middle 

Eastern trade route using the camel, the “ship of the desert”. 
 

Getting Ready:  Have students review the cover and the two Table of Content pages of the 
magazine.  Ask them to look at text and pictures and discuss briefly different ideas that they 
think will be covered in the magazine.  
 
 
The magazine has several themes, including:  

1. what is a boat, how has its shapes and use changed over time 
2. techniques of land and sea archeology and conservation of artifacts from different 

environments 
3. ancient trade routes and the goods exchanged between different regions. 

 
 
Divide the class into three groups and have each group work on one theme.  Explain 
expectations for a study using the following guidelines, and then have each group read the 
magazine and complete the projects under the theme.  Then take some time to share each 
group’s information. 
 
BOATS: 

1. Examine various dictionary and encyclopedia definitions and explanations of what is a 
boat and the images and text in the magazines to collaborate on a definition of the word 
boat. 

2. Sketch the different boats discussed in the magazine and label each boat by place of 
origin, place discovered, and approximate age.  Then arrange them on a visual time line 
at the correct historical time. 

3. Collaborate on a way of organizing the information in the magazine about boat use and 
then categorize each archeological boat by the way it was used; this can be done in 
essay, graphic, or table form. 

 
ARCHEOLOGICAL AND CONSERVATION TECHNIQUES 

1. Discuss within the group the various archeological techniques used for underwater 
discoveries and land-based discoveries as revealed in the magazine and create a 
poster display to explain the similarities and differences. 

2. Read the articles carefully for variations in conservation techniques for different types 
of materials and different kinds of environmental and aging damage down to 
artifacts.  Then devise a game that teaches students about the different types of 
conservation needed.  Introduce the game to a small group and then discuss how to 
improve it.  Revise it and try it out again. 

 
 
ANCIENT TRADE ROUTES AND TRADING RELATIONSHIPS 

1. For each discovery discussed in the magazine, read carefully to discover if the boat 
or place contained information about what was traded and between which areas of 
the world or countries.  If you can, through the article or through additional 
research, map a known trade route for that time and area. 



2. Consolidate all that information in a map that shows different ancient trade routes 
followed, differentiating them by archeological era and trade goods. 

 
 
 
WRAP-UP 
Set aside time for each group to display and explain their understanding of their them to their 
own class or to another class. 
 
 


