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Teacher’s Guide prepared by Lisa Greenberg. 

 
Lisa Greenberg taught in international schools in Japan, Singapore, and Saudi Arabia.  She could 

treat her house as an archeological dig since her four children, but not their belongings, have 
left. She has written and edited several books on Saudi Arabia. 

 
 
Getting Ready: 
Ask students to pair up and describe to each other the most unusual house in their 
neighborhood.  Then have each student describe the people who live in the house s/he 
described.  Ask the whole class, “Can you tell me one way in which a house shows something 
about the people who live there?”  OR 
Discuss with students, “How is your home different from your neighbor’s home?” and “What does 
that tell you about yourself and about your neighbor?” 
 
Vocabulary Study: 
Have students review or look up these words in the magazine and use each in a sentence:   
 
And the Site is – My House! 
Review the questions below.  Then read the entire article to answer them fully. 
Discussion Questions and Reading for Information: 

1. How would you describe the writer of this story and why? (Accept any reasonable 
answer.) 

2. Why did the author examine and describe her house she inherited? (For a BBC radio 
program.) 

3. What levels of the house did the author explore as a “house” archeologist?  (The 
foundations, the sitting room and its mantelpiece.) 

4. When the floorboards of the sitting room were torn out, what signs of modernization did 
she find?  (Electric cables and old wiring.) 

5. What evidence did she find of changes in style and decor?  (Layers of different colored 
paints and patterned wall papers, a change from a cast iron and tile fireplace to a 
contemporary one, plain hardboard over decorative paneling)  

6. If you were to look at your house as an archeologist, where would you start and why?  
(Accept any reasonable answer.) 

 
Small Wonders 
Read the article and then do one of the following projects: 

1. Draw the imagined Xiao Long in his Han era farmhouse. 
2. List five things you learned about Han dynasty farmhouses. 
3. The author states that for the Han Chinese the afterlife was a mirror of their present life.  

Write a paragraph on whether you agree with that concept or not. 
4. The author states that for the Han Chinese the afterlife was a mirror of their present life.  

Write a paragraph about another culture that believed afterlife was a mirror of present 
life and describe their burial practices. 

 
The Pharaohs Liked This Arrangement. 
Reading for Information: 
Read the questions below.  Then carefully read the article to answer the questions. 



1. What ancient Egyptian royalty built in the Fayum Oasis and what did they build?  (Egypt’s 
12th Dynasty kings of the Middle Kingdom built pyramids and an irrigation system in the 
Fayum Oasis.) 

2. How did the kings’ construction projects change the area?  (Because the irrigation 
system made more farmland available, towns were established and the region increased 
in population and economic importance.) 

3. What kinds of people were involved in the building projects and how do we know? (One 
king, Senseret, build a construction village, now El Lahun, and the archeological dig 
there, called Kahun, has discovered that workmen, overseers, priests, tradesmen and the 
families lived there.) 

4. Why is this village dig such a good resource of historical information? (Apparently Nile 
flooding destroyed the irrigation system and Kahun was abruptly abandoned, with many 
everyday objects left behind, still intact.)  

5. In what ways was Kahun unusual as a village? (It was planned and built all at once, with 
a defined layout and structure.  The town uses space efficiently with streets straight and 
meeting at right angles and houses sharing walls.  ) 

6. What construction materials are used and why?  (Houses are built with sun-dried mud 
brick, coated with mud plaster, so that rooms stay cool in summer and warm in winter.) 

7. How are the homes of the rich different from the homes of the less rich?  (Homes for 
wealthy people were spacious, higher so that they had access to light and air, and built 
around an open courtyard.  Homes for the poorer people were small, with few small 
rooms, and so close together that there was little natural light.)  

8. Why does the author suggest that so many artifacts were imported?  (She writes,” One 
reason may be that many of the laborers …were foreigners.”) 

9. Can you think of another reason for the high number of imported goods?  (Accept 
reasonable answers.) 

 
At Home with the Gods 
Understanding what you read: 

1. List at least three reasons given by the author for understanding why the Aztecs called 
Teotihuacan “dwelling for the gods”.  (Immense size, organization of structures along the 
two miles of the Avenue of the Dead, imposing pyramids named “Temple of the Moon” 
and “Temple of the Sun”, lavishly decorated facades, huge walled compound around the 
“Pyramid of the Plumed Serpent”) 

2. What proof does the author offer for the statement, “Construction was highly planned 
and supervised”?  (More than 150,000 people inhabited more than 2000 apartment 
compounds all laid out in the same way, although different in size.) 

3. What aspects of the apartment construction made the buildings comfortable homes?  
(Central courtyards open to the sky for light and breeze, slightly sunken floors sloping to 
drain to collect water which reflected light and coolness into surrounding rooms) 

4. What made the interiors of the apartments attractive?  (Painted murals on the walls, 
home accessories such as ceramic figures, braziers, and vessels, also painted and 
decorated) 

5. When you think about your own home, what makes it comfortable and attractive?  
(Accept all reasonable answers.) 

 
Mount Vernon’s House for Families 
Choose one of these projects that creatively uses the facts: 
1. Creative Writing: 
Take the facts discovered by the archeological investigation of the House for Families and use 
them to create a story about a slave child or family.  For example, the information tells you what 
a person might be eating….you could write a story about a slave child hunting or trapping on his 
day off and how his family received and used his captured prey. 



2. Constructing a diorama: 
Build a scene based on the facts discovered by excavating the refuse cellar in the House of 
Slaves.  For example, you might show a child sweeping the floor as the mother searches for a 
lost item. 
3. Thinking like an archeologist: 
Make a list of everything you can remember throwing out in the last week.  Then imagine that 
everything ended up in the same waste pile to be found by an archeologist in 100 years.  What 
suppositions might he make from the refuse that he examined about the owner, you? 
 
Living ‘Down Under’ 
Summing up: 
Write an essay using details to support the author’s final statement: “culture, climate, and 
environment…strongly influenced the type of house built by itinerant miners.” 
 OR 
Write a short description of how the design and construction of your own home was influenced 
by culture, climate, and environment. 
 
Wrap Up: 
Lead a class discussion with these questions,  
“What was the most interesting thing you learned from this issue and why?” 
“What ideas do you question or wonder about from this issue?” 
“How might you use what you have learned from this issue?” 


