
Teachers Guide for Dig 
September 2011: The Tomb of Seti I 

 
Teacher’s Guide prepared by Lisa Greenberg.  Lisa Greenberg taught in international schools in 
Japan, Singapore, and Saudi Arabia.  She has enjoyed visiting the Valley of the Kings and the 

tombs there. She has written or edited several books on Saudi Arabia. 
 
 
Getting Ready: 
Bring together a number of pictorial books and magazines about ancient Egypt and set up a 
display for students. Ask students, “What is a tomb?  What does one look like in the United 
States?”  Encourage students to share their own experiences – perhaps from cemeteries, Native 
American burial mounds, pet burials, etc.  Then ask what they know about Egypt and the ancient 
Egyptians’ beliefs about life after death.  Encourage students to look through the book display in 
their free time. 
 
Welcome to My Tomb 
Review the questions below.  Then read the entire article to answer them fully. 
Discussion Questions and Reading for Information: 

1. How does the photograph on pages 8-9 differ from other tombs or burial places that 
students may have seen? Refer back to the experiences they shared.  What is the same? 

2. Why was Seti I able to build so many monuments? (His reign had both stability and 
prosperity.) 

3. How was his tomb different from other tombs in the Valley of the Kings?  (Built longer 
and deeper, elaborately decorated with Egyptian funerary texts, including the Book of the 
Dead, floor plan was a straight line, stairs going down from the burial chamber to a deep 
corridor) 

4. Who discovered Seti’s tomb? When? Why?  (Giovanni Belzoni, 1817, looking for museum 
quality art and artifacts to send back to Europe) 

5. What was Seti’s birth name?  (He of the God Set, Beloved of Ptah)  
6. What are the hieroglyphic symbols that indicate that the Pharaoh was a son of the sun 

god Re?  (duck for “son” and solar disk for “Re”) 
7. How was Seti’s father Ramses I chosen to start the Nineteenth Dynasty?  (Hotemheb, 

the last king of the Eighteenth Dynasty, chose him because he was his trusted vizier.) 
8. Why were the funerary texts in Seti’s tomb represented on the walls instead of papyrus 

scrolls?  (The tomb had a large amount of wall and ceiling space.) 
9. Why did the New Kingdom tombs often have deep wells?  (in order to capture the flood 

waters) 
10. What might the deep corridor below the burial chamber represent? (a journey through 

the realm of the god of death, Sokar, who lived in a dark place with much sand and no 
water) 

 
 
Essay:  Explain why the site for Seti’s tomb is described as well chosen.  
 OR 
 Described the differences between the many Egyptian treatises on the after-life: Book of 
the Dead, Amduat, Book of Gates, Litany of Re, and Book of the Heavenly Cow. 
 
Legend of the Apis 
Read the article and then do one of the following projects: 

1. Fold a piece of drawing paper in two.  On one side draw the Apis Bull being groomed by 
the priests and label what each priest is doing.  On the other side draw the Apis Bull 
decorated for a procession. 



2. Research the Serapeum in books or on approved Internet sites.  Discover five facts about 
the Serapeum not mentioned in the article.  The write a report on the Serapeum and 
share with your class. 

3. With a small group write and perform a skit in which an ancient Egyptian family explains 
the importance of the Apis Bull to their children.  Think about what the parents would 
say, what questions the children would ask, and the reactions of all to each other and to 
the information. 

 
It’s All in the Cut 
Thinking Beyond the Text: 
Read the questions below.  Then carefully read the article to answer the questions by bringing in 
information from other articles and your own understanding of the world. 

1. Why would the Egyptian kings be so careful to obtain the best materials for their building 
projects?  (Building projects honored the king or the gods, so should use the best 
materials and be well made or any other logical answer.) 

2. Why are most of the visible quarry remains in Egypt dating from the last years of 
working the quarries? (Earlier remains were probably destroyed over time or removed as 
stone workers went deeper into the quarries or any other reasonable answer.) 

3. Why would a cracked stone obelisk be abandoned? (There was too much danger that it 
would crack further as it was worked or moved, so it was better to abandon the 
investment of time and money sooner rather than later or any other logical answer.) 

4. How did archeologists and historians gather information about the quarrying, lifting, and 
transportation of obelisks? (They examined the physical evidence of the remaining 
partially quarried objects and the walls of the quarries; they looked at art work and text 
from that time period; they compared that evidence to actual building sites; or any other 
logical answer.) 

 
Tales of a Sarcophagus 
Vocabulary Extension: 
Look up the words in the list below and create a crossword puzzle and clues using them.  You 
may wish to work on graph paper. 
Word list: sarcophagus  mummy  afterworld  loot  
 alabaster  resin   amulet   intact 
      
 
Creative Writing: Write a short story about Belzoni discovering the sarcophagus of Seti I.
 Imagine and describe the setting in detail; include Belzoni’s actions and emotions; 
describe what he tried to do with the sarcophagus in Europe and the end results. 
 
Safeguarding for the Future 
Linking cause and effect: 
Create a two-column chart. Label the columns: Causes Of Tomb Damage and Solution. 
 
The Osirion 
Read the article and, with a partner or a small group, answer these questions: 

1. Why did Seti want to build in Abydos?  (Seti was only the second king on the 19th 
Dynasty and his father was a commoner.  He wanted to associate himself with the many 
important kings of Egypt who were buried in Abydos) 

2. How did Seti’s name cause a problem?  (Seti was named for one god Set, but in his role 
of king was the living manifestation of the god Horus, who was the enemy of Set. The 
kings who died became identified with Osiris. The god Set had murdered the god Osiris. 
His given name contradicted his political role.) 



3. Since Seti was trying to identify himself with the ancient kings, why were some names 
left out? (Hatshepsut was a woman; Akhenaten didn’t honor many of Egypt’s gods.  Seti 
wanted to avoid being identified with them.) 

4. Why was the Osirion a cenotaph or “empty tomb”?  (So that the kings could be 
“symbolically” buried there.) 


