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Teacher's Note: 
This guide contains project ideas, short answer, extended response, fill-in, and true/false with 
correction.  The variation is designed to have the students think critically, as well as to test their 
comprehension.  An answer key to the short answer sections can be found at the end of the 
guide. 

 
Extended Response:  Comprehension & Critical Thinking 
The questions below can be used as written, simply answered in complete sentences or easily 
transformed into longer essay (ELA) style questions, or even research topics.  In any case, have 
the students support their answers with details from the text or use critical thinking skills to 
create a thorough and interesting answer.  The questions, essays and projects have been aligned 
with the Common Core Standards. Consider the level of your students when deciding how to 
use the questions. 
 
 
 
"Long Live the Tatanka!"  p.  8-9 
 
Essay:   Explain the secret oath made between the people and the Tatanka according to the 
ancient story.  Can you compare this to any animal that humans are so connected with today in 
your region?  Give details. 
 
hides    hair    skull    hooves    horns    brains    stomach/bladder    tail    meat    bones    

dung 
Fill in an answer from the list that shows what part of the Tatanka was used for the purpose 
described below: 
 
1.  _______________ This was mashed into a paste that contained chemicals needed for tanning 
buffalo hides. 
 
2.  _______________  These became cooking pouches, water containers, ceremonial items, bags 
and pouches. 
 
3.  _______________  These provided shelter, clothing, ceremonial items, and bedding. 
 
4.  _______________  These were useful in making tools such as knives, awls, paintbrushes, 
toys, scrapers, shovels, and sleds. 
 
5.  _______________  This was used as a ceremonial and prayer object. 
 
6.  _______________  This was used as fuel for fires. 
 
7.  _______________  These were used to make glue, rattles, bowstrings, and thread. 
 



8.  _______________  This was used as stuffing material for dolls and toys.  Also used to make 
rope, ceremonial items and as ornamentation. 
 
9.  _______________  This was used for decoration, switches, and whips. 
 
10. _______________  These were made into cups for drinking, spoons, headdresses, powder 
horns for storing gunpowder, and toys. 
 
11. ________________  This provided food and was eater fresh, or dried for later use. 
 
 
"A Telltale Spear Point"  p. 10-12 
 
1.  Why did the Bison hunters work in teams? 
2.  What were some of the strategies that the hunters used? 
3.  How do archeologists now know that Paleoindians, Bison antiquus, and other extinct animals 
lived together on the Great Plains of North America? 
4.  Who was George McJunkin? 
5.  Why was it so important that an excavated spear head not be moved from it's original 
position on the site? 
6.  Why was the Folsom site credited with changing archaeology? 
 
 
"Buffalo Callers"  p.  13-17 
 
1.  What was a 'buffalo caller'? 
2.  Describe the conditions of life on the Great Plains of North America. 
3.  Why was finding the buffalo critical to the survival of the people in wintertime? 
4.  How were the buffalo hunted and killed? 
5.  Ultimately, whose responsibility was it to decide to there was need for a buffalo caller and 
why was this the case? 
6.  Typically, who were the 'buffalo callers'?  and what would they do to attract the buffalo? 
7.  How was the site of a bison jump chosen? 
8.  Explain the process of a bison jump. 
9.  How many years were the buffalo callers used to lead a bison jump in North America? 
10.  What have scientists been able to tell us by studying excavated bison teeth? 
 
 
"Four-Wheeling into History"  p.  18-21 
 
1.  How did Seth and his family make the discovery of the skull in the sand? 
2.  How did the family know that it was not just a cow skull? 
3.  What is 'emergency salvage' archaeology and how is it performed? 
4.  What information did the skeletal analysis reveal about the bison? 
5.  What did the studies of the bison's teeth reveal? 
 
Project:  Over the next few days, take a walk with some of your classmates through a natural 
area. (Woods, beach, prairie, etc)  Find something interesting in nature and perform an 
'emergency salvage'.  Write up a believable analysis and share with the class.  (Expedition should 
be supervised by an adult!) 
 
 
 



"Blue Babe"  p.  22-24 
Mark the following statements TRUE or FALSE.  Provide correct answer if FALSE. 
 
__________ 1.  Walter Roman was looking for diamonds when he discovered the remains of a 
large animal sticking out of the wall of the frozen muck. 
 
__________ 2.  Analysis of the find showed that the legs belonged to a very large species of 
bison that lived in Alaska, Asia and Europe during the Ice Age. 
 
__________  3.  The remains were turning blue due to the fact that vivianite had formed on the 
skin as it was exposed to the air for the first time in a millennia. 
 
__________  4.  Blue Babe was only the fourth steppe bison mummy to be found in the world.   
 
__________  5.  Silt collected from the area that the mummy was found was thawed and screen-
washed to expose bone fragments, hair, insects, and plant parts. 
 
__________  6.  Each part of Blue Babe's body was left in tact in the wall. 
 
__________  7.  There is weapon evidence to suggest that humans killed Blue Babe. 
 
__________  8.   Claw marks and the spacing of tooth punctures on the skin suggested that a 
Beringian Lion had fed on the carcass of Blue Babe. 
 
__________  9.  The telltale signs of bruising on Blue Babe's nose, combined with a fragment of 
a lion tooth found in the mummy's skin, offered proof that Ice Age lions had indeed killed Blue 
Babe. 
 
__________ 10.  To date, a very large number of Ice Age animals have been uncovered to teach 
us about the past. 
 
 
"Let's Raise Bison"  p.  25-27 
 
1.  How many bison does the National Bison Association estimate are alive today in the USA and 
Canada? 
2.  Where are the majority of these bison living? 
3.  What types of purchases does the initial investment in raising bison include? 
4.  List some of the general personality characteristics of bison. 
5.  List some of the general physical characteristics of bison. 
6.  Explain the complicated social order of bison. 
 
 
 
 
ANSWER KEY: 
 
"Long Live the Tatanka!" 
1.  brains 
2.  stomach/bladder 
3.  hides 
4.  bones 
5.  skull 



6.  dung 
7.  hooves 
8.  hair 
9.  tail 
10. horns 
11. meat 
 
"Blue Babe" 
1.  False, looking for gold 
2.  True 
3.  True 
4.  False, the first to be found 
5.  True 
6.  False, carefully freed, preserved and studied 
7.  False, no traces of evidence support this 
8.  True 
9.  True 
10. False, very small number 
   
 
 


