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Teacher's Note: 
This guide contains project ideas, short answer, extended response, fill-in, and true/false with 
correction.  The variation is designed to have the students think critically, as well as to test their 
comprehension.  An answer key to the short answer sections can be found at the end of the 
guide. 

 
Extended Response:  Comprehension & Critical Thinking 
The questions below can be used as written, simply answered in complete sentences or easily 
transformed into longer essay (ELA) style questions, or even research topics.  In any case, have 
the students support their answers with details from the text or use critical thinking skills to 
create a thorough and interesting answer.  The questions, essays and projects have been aligned 
with the Common Core Standards. Consider the level of your students when deciding how to 
use the questions. 
 
 
 
"A Stone With a Tale"  p.  8-9 
 
1.  How was this ancient stone discovered beneath the streets of Mexico City? 
2.  Explain the details of the Aztec myth depicted on the stone. 
3.  Why do the scholars conclude that the uncovered stone was an offering? 
4.  Why did the Spanish explorer, Hernando Cortes order the Aztec pyramid destroyed? 
5.  Did the finding of the stone lead to any important archeological finds? 
Project:  Using clay, or some other moldable material, create your own stone depicting a 
popular myth of our time.  Try to be clear enough with your work that other students in your 
class could piece together the myth.  You may work alone or with a small group.  Share ideas 
and present your final work to the class. 
 
 
"Let's Tour Tenochtitlan"  p.  10-11 
 
1.  How did the city of Tenochtitlan get its name? 
2.  Explain how Tenochtitlan was an economic hub, as well as a political and religious center. 
3.  Draw a diagram labeling how the city of Tenochtitlan was divided. 
4.  Explain some of the differences between the common people and the nobles. 
     Do these differences still exist today between the middle and upper classes? 
5.  Why did the Mexica conduct human sacrifices? 
6.  What was the main building of the city? 
7.  Palaces served two purposes.  What were they? 
 
 
"Ingenuity at Work"  p.  12-13 
 



1.  Explain the method of wetland cultivation called chinampas. 
2.  Make a list of materials that you would need to create chinampas. 
3.  What were some of the tasks that had to be performed to keep chinampas fertile? 
4.  What were some of the crops that the Aztecs harvested? 
5.  How did the farmers create 'nurseries'? 
6.  Why are there so few chinampas that have survived? 
 
 
"Counting the Days"  p.  14-15 
 
1.  Who created the Aztec Calendar and who was it created for? 
2.  Although it was originally located in front of the Great Temple at Tenochtitlan, where       did 
it later lie and what was it used for? 
3.  What is depicted in the center of the stone? 
4.  How were the months named on the stone? 
5.  What is the difference between the Aztec 'century' and our modern 'century'? 
 
 
"Discovering the Grand Godhouse"  p.  16-21 
Mark the following statements TRUE or FALSE.  Provide the correct answer if FALSE. 
 
__________1.  The "Grand Godhouse"  was the heart of Tenochtitlan and the center of the 
economic, political, and religious activity within Mexica society. 
 
__________2.  Cortes had no desire to own the riches of the Mexica Empire. 
 
__________3.  Securing Montezuma II led to failed negotiations. 
 
__________4.  The Mexica Emperor, Montezuma II, ordered the buildings in Tenochtitlan razed 
to the ground. 
 
__________5.  The Templo Mayor survived in illustrations, maps and in colonial manuscripts. 
 
__________6.  In centuries past, what fueled Spanish interest in archaeological exploration was 
the intense desire of the Spanish to recover biblical texts. 
__________7.  The Mexica had used the Coatlicue statue and the Calendar Stone to define their 
beliefs. 
 
__________8.  As gravediggers were working in February 1978, they unearthed and important 
section of sculpture. 
 
__________9.  Archaeologist Eduardos Matos founded the Templo Mayor Project, with the goal 
of  unearthing, conserving and researching the remains of the Templo Mayor and its immediate 
adjacent structures. 
 
__________10.  The entire Templo Mayor could not be excavated because present-day Mexico 
City still lies above much of ancient Tenochtitlan. 
 
__________11.  Analysis of dig finds has revealed that Mexica never attempted to rebuild the 
pyramid-like structure once it was razed. 
 
__________12.  The temple's pyramid shape was conical. 
 



__________13.  The shrine that lay to the north honored the rain god, Tlaloc, while the shine to 
the south honored the Mexica war patron Huitzilopochtil. 
 
__________14.  We know that the temple platforms were bound together with plaster that was 
painted white, with red and blue. 
 
__________15.  Beneath the heavy white plaster coating that covered the Templo Mayor was a 
variety of imported desert stones. 
 
__________16.  The offerings that have been found were not all in one place, but interspersed 
amid the temple's construction layers. 
 
__________17.  The diversity of the Mexica Empire was emphasized through the designs of the 
sculptures. 
 
__________18.  Most recently archaeologists have been excavating a colossal sculpture of a 
goddess and other deposits that may be associated with the first Aztec imperial tomb. 
 
 
"Painted Books"  p.  22-25 
 
1.  What key ingredients did the Aztecs use for making paper?  Explain the process. 
Activity:  Find a recipe for making your own paper.  Create a chart comparing and contrasting 
the process and ingredients to that of the Aztecs. 
2.  How could artists and scribes obtain paper? 
3.  What use did priests have for paper? 
4.  How were inks made? 
5.  What is a codice? 
6.  How is it possible that a few images could result in a very long tale? 
7.  What is an ideograph? 
8.  How did scribes use puns in their hieroglyphs? 
 
 
"Playing with the Sun"  p.  26-28 
 
1.  How did ancient Mesoamericans view ball courts? 
Activity:  Using the information from the article, draw a diagram of an ancient ball court.  Label 
the sections. 
2.  Compare and contrast an ancient ball court to a modern football or soccer field. 
3.  What type of ritual did the ball game represent to the ancient Mesoamericans? 
4.  What is the ball interpreted to symbolically represent?  How? 
5.  How did the Mesoamericans ball differ from the ball that the Europeans used? 
 
 
 
 
ANSWERS: 
"Grand Godhouse" 
1.  True 
2.  False, greatly desired 
3.  True 
4.  False, Cortes ordered 
5.  True 



6.  False, fiches lost during conquest 
7.  True 
8.  False, electrical workers 
9.  True 
10.  True 
11.  False, repeatedly rebuilt 
12.  False, symmetrical 
13.  True 
14.  True 
15.  False, volcanic stones 
16.  True 
17.  True 
18.  True 
 
 
 
 


