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Teacher's Note: 
This guide contains project ideas, short answer, extended response, fill-in, and true/false with 
correction.  The variation is designed to have the students think critically, as well as to test their 
comprehension.  An answer key to the short answer sections can be found at the end of the 
guide. 

 
Extended Response:  Comprehension & Critical Thinking 
The questions below can be used as written, simply answered in complete sentences or easily 
transformed into longer essay (ELA) style questions, or even research topics.  In any case, have 
the students support their answers with details from the text or use critical thinking skills to 
create a thorough and interesting answer.  Consider the level of your students when deciding 
how to use the questions. 
 
 
 
"Where are the Romans?"  p.  8-15 
 
1.  What was discovered in the excavation site that was known as Poultry? 
2.  How far underground is Londinium and what materials were found below ground level? 
3.  Who was Boudica and what mystery surrounds her? 
4.  What is the history of Britain from 55 B.C. to A.D. 43? 
5.  Why was the capital city of Britain changed from Colchester to Londinium? 
6.  What information did the recent excavations along Via Decumana uncover? 
7.  How do we know that the people returned to Londinium to rebuild their city after Boudica and 
her rebels had burned in A.D. 60? 
8.  Explain the construction methods that the Romans used the First Century on High Street? 
 
 
"Turning with the Tide"  p.  14-17 
 
1.  What evidence of the Thames River historical past was uncovered at a site at Greenwich 
Wharf in 2008? 
2.  Why was this waterwheel is such good condition? 
3.  Explain what function a tide mill filled during the medieval period along the Thames River. 
4.  Why did the miller have to adjust his work hours daily? 
5.  List 2 ways in which the archeologists were able to date the mill to the 12th century A.D. 
6. What discoveries led to information regarding how these historical mills were constructed? 
7.  What is the Domesday Book and why has it proven invaluable to historians? 
8.  What did analysis of the waterwheel's curved section indicate regarding its size? 
9.  Why are the remains excavated from this site being carefully preserved? 
10. What is the name of England's only tide mill still in operation? 
 
 
"A Rose by Any Other Name"  p.  18-21  
mark the following statements TRUE or FALSE.  Provide the correct answer if false. 



 
__________1.  Archaeologists were conducting a routine exploration at the site of a new building 
in 1989, when they uncovered remains from the Rose Theater. 
 
__________2.  City records from the 1600's mention that the Rose Theater flourished in the 
Greenwich area of London during the Elizabethan Age. 
 
__________3.  Historians had been completely uncertain of the location of this famous theater 
prior to the exploration. 
 
__________4.  The finds from the routine dig at the site of Southbridge House beginning in 
January 1989, significantly contributed to our understanding of the Elizabethan theater and 
stage. 
 
__________5.  Southwark was the site of several theaters, among them the better known World 
Theater, where many of Shakespeare's plays were performed. 
 
__________6.  Playhouse owners preferred Southwark, as it was beyond the jurisdiction of the 
Lord Mayor, who did not like playhouses because he thought the plays took workers away from 
their jobs and attracted thieves. 
 
__________7.  The Rose theater was built of oak timbers with a thatched roof and was a 
polygon with 14 sides. 
 
__________8.  The bricks and chalk found in the trenches served to keep the sills out the wet 
soil. 
 
__________9.  The developer constructing the new building on the site of the Rose Theater 
refused to reposition the building to preserve the remains. 
 
__________10.  Archeologist have been able to tell the types of snacks that the audience ate 
during a play. 
 
"London's Burning"  p.  22-25 
Read the article in its entirety and the fill in the blanks.  Refer back to the text if necessary. 
 
1.  On September 2, 1666, at around 2 a.m., something in ________________________  
in Pudding Lane started burning. 
 
2.  Some were sure that ____________________ in the city were to blame for the fire, and 
others accused groups whose beliefs differed from theirs. 
 
3.  Regardless of who or what started the fire, it quickly burned out of control, fueled by high 
winds and the ________________, _________________, _________________, pitch, and 
alcohol that filled neighboring warehouses and shops. 
 
4.  For five days, the fire raged, crossing from neighborhood to neighborhood and destroying 
________________________ of the city. 
 
5.  Only after the winds subsided and _________________________ was used to knock down 
houses and create fire breaks was the fire extinguished. 
 



6.  Amazingly, less than 10 people were killed, but ______________________ were left 
homeless. 
 
7.  Rebuilding efforts began almost immediately, but the pace was slow.  Only 150 houses were 
build in ________________. 
 
8.  The new houses were made of ____________________, not wood and sewers were added. 
 
9.  The fire squirt was much like a very large __________________. 
 
10.  After the Great Fire, extra equipment was ordered for each ___________________. 
 
 
"Digging Along the Thames"  p.  26-27 
 
1.  What is an intertidal zone? 
2.  Why is the foreshore of the Thames River a very rich source of archaeological finds? 
3.  What are some of the uses that humans have had for the Thames River over the course of 
thousands of years? 
4. What are some of the finds that have been recorded by the Thames Discovery Programme? 
5.  Explain the connection between the Thames Discovery Programme and FROG, and why the 
training is so important. 
6.  What is the PLA responsible for and who is referred to as a 'mudlark'? 
 
"Getting Ready for 2010"  p. 28-29 
  
1.  Why is the fact that London is hosting the 2012 Summer Olympic Games significant for 
archaeologists? 
2.  What are some of the artifacts that have been found in trenches that have already been dug? 
 
 
 
ANSWER KEY: 
 
"A Rose by any other Name" 
1.  True 
2.  False, Southwark area 
3.  False, fairly certain 
4. True 
5.  False, Globe Theater 
6.  True 
7.  True 
8.  True 
9.  False, offered to reposition 
10.  True. 
 
 
"London's Burning" 
1.  Thomas Frarriner's Bakery 
2.  foreigners 
3.  oil, coal, timber 
4.  one-third 
5.  gunpowder 



6.  100,000 
7.  1667 
8.  brick 
9.  syringe 
10.  parish 
 


