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Teacher's Note: 
This guide contains project ideas, short answer, extended response, fill-in, and true/false with 
correction.  The variation is designed to have the students think critically, as well as to test their 
comprehension.  An answer key to the short answer sections can be found at the end of the 
guide. 

 
Extended Response:  Comprehension & Critical Thinking 
The questions below can be used as written, simply answered in complete sentences or easily 
transformed into longer essay (ELA) style questions, or even research topics.  In any case, have 
the students support their answers with details from the text or use critical thinking skills to 
create a thorough and interesting answer.  Consider the level of your students when deciding 
how to use the questions. 
 
 
 
"Sistrums, Tambourines, & More"  p. 8-11 
 
1.  What country is the center of the recording industry in the Middle East? 
2.  What categories of instruments have been uncovered in tombs and represented artistically? 
3.  Describe what we know about wind instruments from ancient Egyptian times. 
4.  How were string instruments made? 
5.  Define:  lyre, lutes, harp 
6.  Why were harpists often depicted as blind? 
7.  Why do you think that the greatest variety of instruments came in the percussion category? 
8.  Explain the Egyptian invention, the sistrum.  Why was this instrument particularly important? 
9.  What can tomb wall paintings help us to understand music's role in ancient Egypt? 
 
Small Group Activity:  Brainstorm with classmates and create a web representing the many 
ways in which our modern culture encompasses music.  Next, using only pictures, no words, 
create a 'tomb painting' depicting a particular scene in which music is integral in your lives.  See 
what information other groups can gather from your artwork. 
 
 
 
"The World's Oldest Song"  p. 12-14 
Read the article in its entirety and then fill in the blanks.  Refer back to the text if necessary. 
 
1.  Chants, myths, and ballads that today are long forgotten once taught people their 
_____________________________ and ____________________________ values. 
 
2.  The lands in the Middle East between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers which is formerly known 
as ancient Mesopotamia, today is called _________________________. 
 
3.  Archaeologists excavating the city of ___________ found the remains of 9 lyres and 2 harps. 
 



4.  Poem texts inscribed on clay tablets may have really been ______________________. 
 
5.  Modern archaeological research has proven that the oldest songs with playable melodies date 
to the year _______________________.   
 
6.  Presently, the oldest known datable song for which we actually have the words and musical 
notation is a song praising the moon goddess __________________. 
 
7.  In the early 1970's Professor _____________________________ broke the code of the 
Hurrian tablet. 
 
8.  The tablets that have been excavated from royal libraries because of the wealth of 
information that the offer about  ________________ _______________. 
 
9.  Ugarit was a manufacturing center for metal and wood products and for the prized royal dye, 
known as ___________________  ________________________. 
 
10.  By the time of Ugarit's founding, various writing systems had begun to develop in the Middle 
East, most likely to keep track of _____________________. 
 
 
"Trumpets From the Sea"  p. 15-17 
 
1.  What were some of the uses of the conch shell?  Use your imagination to explain another 
possible use. 
2.  Describe a conch shell in scientific terms. 
3.  What specific use does the conch shell have today on the Fiji Islands? 
4.  List at least four musical/audible uses for the conch shell in centuries past. 
5.  How must the shell be altered to make a loud sound? 
6.  Only rarely are conch shells played in groups.  Write about where/why this happens in 
Polynesia. 
 
 
"Bells for the Afterlife"  p.  18-19 
 
Activity:  Over the weekend, go about your days and keep a small notebook with you.  Be 
aware of the sounds you hear and keep a list.  How many of the sounds were bells?   
 
1.  What were some of the things discovered in the Zenghouyi tomb in Hubei province? 
2.  Describe the huge orchestra instrument remains that the archaeologists uncovered in the 
tomb of Marquis Yi. 
3.  Why do archaeologist believe that Yi was important, as well as rich? 
 
 
"The Voice of the Spirits"  p.  20-22 
 
1.  What is the bullroarer and how is it used? 
2.  What type of sound does the bullroarer make and what do some cultures believe the voice of 
this instrument represents? 
3.  Describe the manner in which the Navajo used this instrument. 
4.  How did the Maori of New Zealand use the porotiti in their practice of medicine? 
5.  What is the Doppler effect and how can the bullroarer demonstrate this phenomenon? 
 



 
"Water Made it Sing"  p.  23-25 
Mark the following statements TRUE or FALSE.  Provide the correct answer if false. 
 
__________1.  One of the most fascinating music sounds provided during the Roman emperor's 
grand entertainment for the people was the hydraulus, or water flute. 
 
__________2.  The hydraulus used water contained in a bell-shaped tank called a pnigeus. 
 
__________3.  The air that was pumped in caused the water to rise. 
 
__________4.  The sounds the hydraulus created was a variety of noises that differed according 
to the material of the pipe. 
 
__________5.  As the hydraulus was made of metal and wood, few pieces have survived. 
 
__________6.  A completely reconstructed version of an organ was made from the ruins 
discovered in Pompeii, a city that was destroyed by a volcanic eruption. 
 
__________7.  In 1931, ruins that were uncovered in Hungary included a  plaque dedicating an 
organ to the Aquincum firefighters. 
 
__________8.  In 1996 after several reconstructions were made, an organ was copleted that 
used material authentic to Roman times. 
 
__________9.  The workers reconstructed the water organ according to old descriptions, 
drawings, and the laws of physics. 
 
__________10. Today, a working reconstruction of a Roman hydraulus is on view at the 
Budapest Ancient Music Museum in Budapest, Hungary. 
 
 
"Sounds of Jamestown"  p. 26-29 
 
1. How do we know that the colonists of Jamestown listened to music? 
2.  What type of instruments did archaeologists uncover and what is approximate year do they 
date to? 
3.  According to the article, what are some of the reasons that colonists used instruments? 
4.  What is a 'jaw harp' and how do we conclude they were used? 
5.  Why do we suppose the instruments were uncovered in an old water well? 
6.  What were some of the uses that the English had for bells? 
7.  What proof do we have that the English enjoyed music and dance? 
8.  Why are we unable to prove that the colonists played any wooden instruments? 
9.  Why were instruments like the harpsichord and viola difficult to ship to the New World? 
10.  What do we know about the music that was played by the Africans that first arrived in 
Jamestown in 1619? 
 
 
 
ANSWER KEY: 
 
"World's Oldest Song"    "Water Made it Sing" 
1.  history and culture    1.  False, water organ 



2.  Iraq       2.  True 
3.  Ur       3.  True 
4.  songs      4.  False, dimensions 
5.  1450 BC      5.  True 
6.  Nikkal      6.  False, not enough pieces found 
7.  Anne Kilmer      7.  True 
8.  ancient times     8.  True 
9.  Tyrian Purple     9.  True 
10.  trade      10. F, Budapest Fire Service Museum 
 
 
 
 


