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Teacher's Note: 
This guide contains project ideas, short answer, extended response, fill-in, and true/false with 
correction.  The variation is designed to have the students think critically, as well as to test their 
comprehension.  An answer key to the short answer sections can be found at the end of the 
guide. 

 
Extended Response:  Comprehension & Critical Thinking 
The questions below can be used as written, simply answered in complete sentences or easily 
transformed into longer essay (ELA) style questions, or even research topics.  In any case, have 
the students support their answers with details from the text or use critical thinking skills to 
create a thorough and interesting answer.  Consider the level of your students when deciding 
how to use the questions. 
 
 
 
"Let's Tour the Temple"  p. 8-13 
 
1.  Explain why the Great Temple of Abu Simbel is so incredible. 
2.  What did the Temple represent for the Ramesses? 
3.  How is it possible that this temple remains essentially in its original form after so many years? 
4.  After the Egyptians conquered Nubia, Ramesses encouraged his Nubian sugjects to worship 
him as a god.  What other gods were Egyptians honoring throughout the country at that time? 
5.  Explain the facade of the Great Temple. 
6.  What kind of ancient event damaged the statue directly to the left of the entrance of the 
Temple? 
7.  What do the carved plants that flank the entrance represent? 
8.  Which members of Ramesses' family are represented as figures? 
9.  What is the significance of the 22 seated baboons at the very top of the temple facade?  Why 
were there cobras pictured below? 
10. What type of scenes were depicted on the walls? 
11.  Why was the Battle of Kadesh so important? 
12.  Why was Ptah positioned to remain in darkness among the figures along the back wall? 
 
 
Project:  Work with a group to design a Temple for someone famous.  After the person is 
agreed upon, used the text for clues on how to construct your temple.  Statues and markings 
should be meaningful and designs should reflect the time period in which he/she lived or lives.  
Present to the class. 
 
 
"Separating Fact from Fiction"  p.  14-15 
Mark the following statements TRUE or FALSE.  Provide the correct answer if false. 
 
 
__________1.  The earliest known European visitor to Abu Simbel was Petra Jordan. 



 
__________2.  In 1819, Burckhardt published his book, "Travels in Nubia" and described how he 
was able to see the upper part of the facade of the Great Temple, but was unable to enter the 
structure because the desert sands had been blown by the wind and piled up against the cliff 
face. 
 
__________3.  After Burckhardt described the temple to Giovanni Belzoni, Belzoni went to Abu 
Simbel to begin excavations of the Great Temple. 
 
__________4.  Burkhardt was the first modern person to enter the pyramid of Khafre at Giza. 
 
__________5.  According to local legend, Burckhardt and Belzoni had been led to the site by a 
boy named Abu Simbel, who had dreamt of its location. 
 
 
"For a Beautiful Companion"  p.  16-18 
 
1.  What was the significance of the Small Temple built to the northeast of the Great Temple? 
2.  How is it known that Ramesses II cherished his wife, Nefertari? 
3.  Why was the manner is which Nefertari depicted on the temple unusual during this time 
period and what does it say about her? 
4.  What do the carved cobras above the rectangular entrance door represent? 
5.  Explain how 'gods and humans' mingle in the designs inside the temple. 
 
 
"How They Did It"  p.  19-21 
 
Activity:  After reading the selection on pages 19-21, write a journal depicting the life and 
progress of an Egyptian worker building a temple during this time period.  Be sure you have at 
least 10 entries and include details about the work, as well as the conditions and mindset of the 
workers.  Include at least 3 illustrations for interest.  Read the entries of your classmates, and 
consider combining into a class book that students can take home and share. 
"The Big Move"  p. 22-25 
Read the article in its entirety and then fill in the blanks.  Refer back to the text if necessary. 
 
1.  For thousands of years, the Nile River had overflowed it banks in the summer brining water 
and ____________   ______________  to the farmlands of Egypt. 
 
2.  The flood of the Nile could be too high or too low and therefore be devastating to the crops 
as well as the ____________________________. 
 
3.  To control the flow of water along the Nile and to provide Egypt with more electrical power, 
the leaders of the country decided to build the Aswan High Dam in ___________. 
 
4.  The dam would mean a longer ____________________  _________________ for farmers. 
 
5. Unfortunately, a large amount of land up-river from Aswan would be covered by the water in 
the ______________________  that the new dam would create.  
 
6.  A decision was made to move the temples of __________  _______________ because it was 
considered to valuable to lose. 
 



7.  One possibility considered was to allow Abu Simbel to be submerged and to create an 
________________________________ archaeological park. 
 
8.  In 1959, ___________________ sought donations from around the world to save many of 
Nubia's ancient monuments.   
 
9.  To remove, relocate, and reconstruct the stone blocks required a tremendous amount of 
construction equipment and _______________________. 
 
10.  Since the temples were cut into cliffs, in order to maintain the original appearance of the 
monuments, artificial _________________________ had to be created at the new location. 
 
 
"Not Just Abu Simbel"  p. 26-27 
 
Essay:  Several monuments and temples were rescued from the waters of Lake Nasser.  Write 
an essay using facts from these pages and explain why you think it was a worthwhile effort to 
spend such time and money on saving these ancient buildings.  What do we learn?  What are the 
benefits?  In your final paragraph think about a modern day structure that you would think 
worthy of saving from doom.  Support your statements. 
 
 
 
ANSWER KEY:  
  
 
"Separating Fact from Fiction" 
 
1.  False, Johann Ludwig Burckhardt 
2.  True 
3.  True 
4.  False, Belzoni 
5.  False, he had seen the temples as the sand shifted 
 
 
"The Big Move" 
 
1.  new soil 
2.  economy 
3.  1960 
4.  growing season 
5.  reservoir 
6.  Abu Simbel 
7.  underwater 
8.  UNESCO 
9.  manpower 
10.  mountains 


