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Teacher's Note: 
This guide contains project ideas, short answer, extended response, fill-in, and true/false with 
correction.  The variation is designed to have the students think critically, as well as to test their 
comprehension.  An answer key to the short answer sections can be found at the end of the 
guide. 

 
Extended Response:  Comprehension & Critical Thinking 
The questions below can be used as written, simply answered in complete sentences or easily 
transformed into longer essay (ELA) style questions, or even research topics.  In any case, have 
the students support their answers with details from the text or use critical thinking skills to 
create a thorough and interesting answer.  Consider the level of your students when deciding 
how to use the questions. 
 
 
"Cave Art"  p. 8-10 
 
1.  How old is Europe's Ice Age cave art and what two colors are dominant in the art? 
2.  Once Ice Age cave art was proven to exist, what was the main objective in the investigations 
undertaken concerning this art? 
3.  The investigators were able to analyze the art and identify the materials that made up the red 
and black pigments.  What did they find? 
4.  How was the use of charcoal recently proven? 
5.  As a result of identifying the use of charcoal, scientists have been able to obtain direct dates 
from figures found in many caves.  Why is this possible? 
6. Ice Age artists had only five basic colors with which to work.  What were they?  What 
constituted the 'basic four'? 
Project:  Use only the 'basic four' colors to create cave art that depicts a possible scene from the 
Ice Age. 
7.  How did Ice Age artists use their knowledge of heat to create pigments? 
8.  Newer methods can detect differences between pigments in cave art without even removing 
samples.  Explain how this is possible. 
 
"Egyptian Blue"  p. 11-13 
Essay: Write an essay depicting the meaning of Egypt's six colors.  Include what each color 
represented and how it was applied to their natural and religious world.  In your final paragraph, 
choose a different color and do your best to explain the significance in Egyptian terms. 
Read the article in its entirety and then fill in the blanks.   Refer back to the text if necessary. 
 
1. The Egyptians had a color palette consisting of _______________ colors. 
 
2.  The Egyptians called the land where they lived the "_____________________ Land". 
 
3.  The ___________________ around the Nile Valley was called the "Red Land". 
 
4.  Anubis was the guardian of the ______________________ and was colored black. 



 
5.  Green was the color of plants and so was connected to _____________________. 
 
6.  Egyptians used the color ______________________ to represent the eternal. 
 
7.  The most important color for the ancient Egyptians was the color ________________. 
 
8.  The Egyptians created their green pigment from oxidized _____________________. 
 
9.  Many of the colored minerals used to produce paints for the well-known painted tombs of the 
Valley of the Kings and other cemeteries in Thebes were obtained from a location known as 
"______________________ of the ____________________. 
 
10.  Making blue pigment was not simple and required a specific knowledge of 
_______________________________. 
 
 
 
"Fancy Pottery"  p. 14-15 
 
1.  While some people farmed for a living on the high desert of Durango, what type of labor did 
others do? 
 
2.  Why do you think it is assumed that the elite priests and warriors did not do manual labor? 
 
Essay:  Using the information from the text, write and essay comparing and contrasting the 
utilitarian wares with the finer pottery found in excavations throughout Mexico. 
 
3.  Explain at least 2 methods used in Mexico for creating the designs on pottery. 
 
Project:  Work with a partner to combine colored chalk powder and glue to form a workable 
consistency.  Try creating a design on a 3-dimensional object to replicate the methods used in 
ancient times. 
 
4.  Define the term "pseudo-cloisonne' and list at least 3 of its uses. 
 
"Color Them Hopewell"  p.  16-18 
 
1.  How did the Hopewell people use the colors in nature in service to their spiritual beliefs? 
 
2.  How did the Hopewell create their clothing using nature? 
 
3.  We know that the Hopewell religious leaders used special objects made from sparkly, but 
rare, raw materials that did not exist in Hopewell territory.  How did they obtain these exotic raw 
materials? 
 
4.  What important use did the Hopewell craftsmen have for Wyoming obsidian? 
 
5.  Explain the construction and use of the geometric earthworks built by the Hopewell people.  
 
 
 
"Han Purple"  p.  19-21 



 
Essay:  Write an essay describing the significance of the finding of the color purple during a dig 
in China.  Do you believe that the Chinese were the first people to create this color? 
 
 
 
"Mesoamerica in Color"  p.  22-25 
Mark the following statements TRUE or FALSE.  Provide the correct answer if false. 
 
__________  1.  Although bare stone now, pottery, pyramids, and sculptures were all painted in 
ancient Mexico and Central America. 
 
__________  2.  French conquistadors came to Mexico and Central America in the early 1500s. 
 
__________  3.  People in Mesoamerica believed that they lived in a world sandwiched between 
an upper world connected with the spirits, and a lower world associated with death. 
 
__________  4.  Each religion in Mesoamerica tailored its view of the world to its way of thinking. 
 
__________  5.  The flat lands were divided into for different sections and a center with a 
different color representing them.  (white, yellow, red, green, and black) 
 
__________  6.  Colors have relatively no importance in our modern world. 
 
__________  7.  Orange maize is immature maize that is harvested early for its sugar. 
 
__________  8.  Early humans were thought to have been created from the oceans. 
 
__________  9.  Rulers were expected to carry out rituals to ensure good agricultural harvests. 
 
__________ 10.  If you visit a Mesoamerican archaeological site, you will see that the main 
buildings sit around a square plaza and form a kind of miniature model of the universe. 
 
 
 
"Found!  A Lost Shipwreck!"  p.  26-29 
 
1.  Describe the ship, "Nuestra Senora de la Concepcion" and the route it sailed. 
 
2.  How was the "Concepcion" damaged and what became of its crew? 
 
3.  The survivors of the "Concepcion"  told stories of the gold and silver that lay on the reef from 
the ship's treacherous crash.  Who located the wreck in 1687 and what was he able to salvage? 
 
4.  Why did the reef become known as "Silver Shoals"? 
 
5.  In 1980, who was the wreck rediscovered by and what was the outcome? 
 
6.  Why did diver, Carl Fismer's, hands turn blue from touching the 'pieces of eight'? 
 
7.  How is indigo made and why was it so sought after? 
 



8.  What were some of the valuable goods that governments and privateers traded from their 
American and Caribbean colonies? 
 
9.  Explain why some cargos never reached their destination. 
 
10. Why have many wrecks in the Caribbean been recovered in modern decades? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answer Key: 
 
"Egyptian Blue" 
1.  six 
2.  black 
3.  desert 
4.  cemetery 
5.  life 
6.  yellow 
7.  blue 
8.  copper 
9.  Valley of the Colors 
10.  chemistry 
 
"Mesoamerica in Color" 
1.  true 
2.  false, Spanish 
3.  false, upper world connected with the sky 
4.  true 
5. true 
6.  false, much importance 
7.  false, green 
8.  false, maize 
9.  true 
10. true 
 
 


