
Teacher's Guide for DIG 
June 2010: When Dinos Ruled 

 
Teacher Guide prepared by:  Nancy I. Colamussi, Elementary Education, B.S., M.A. 

Rocky Point School District, Long Island, New York 
 
 
 

Teacher's Note: 
This guide contains project ideas, short answer, extended response, fill-in, and true/false with 
correction.  The variation is designed to have the students think critically, as well as to test their 
comprehension.  An answer key to the short answer sections can be found at the end of the 
guide. 

 
Extended Response:  Comprehension & Critical Thinking 
The questions below can be used as written, simply answered in complete sentences or easily 
transformed into longer essay (ELA) style questions, or even research topics.  In any case, have 
the students support their answers with details from the text or use critical thinking skills to 
create a thorough and interesting answer.  Consider the level of your students when deciding 
how to use the questions. 
 
 
 
"Take a Closer Look"  p. 8-13 
 
1.  What is the main reason that juvenile dinosaurs looked different from their parents? 
Project:  Use photographs to create a visual timeline of your life to this point.  Make notes 
explaining the changes in your physical appearance throughout the years.  Can you highlight 
specific characteristics that you inherit from your relatives?  Draw a picture projecting an image 
of your future self! 
2. Explain the hypothesis of Mark B. Goodwin and Jack Horner concerning the changing 
appearance of certain dinosaur species. 
3.  According to the article what is the most drastic physical change that the triceratops 
undergoes as it grows? 
4. What has been the popular notion of the reason for the dome-shaped skill of the 
pachycephalosaurus?  How did the authors of this article debunk this long-believed idea? 
Small Group Work:  Talk with a few of your classmates and share ideas and personal 
hypothesis concerning some of the mysterious features of dinosaurs.  Concentrate on one or two 
species and create a convincing theory to explain your ideas to the class. 
5.  Explain the Mesozoic Era and why it was a dynamic time in the evolution of life on Earth? 
 
 
"California's First Dino!"  p. 14-17 
 
Mark the following statements TRUE or FALSE.  Provide the correct answer if false. 
 
1.  __________  It was Alan Bennison's family move to a cave in San Joaquin Valley that led to 
the discovery of a lifetime. 
 
2.  __________  Bennison rode his bicycle more than 60 miles roundtrip from his home to the 
barren hills and valleys of western Stanislaus County. 
 
3.  __________  skeletons on the ocean floor proved that dinosaurs lived in the ocean. 



 
4.  __________  An example of invertebrate fossils are the shells of clams and snails. 
 
5.  __________  When Bennison made his discovery, no dinosaur fossils had ever been found 
either in California or the entire Pacific Coast region. 
 
6.  __________  Bennison found more than 200 fossil bone fragments, vertebrae, and pieces of 
limb bones from a plesiosaur.  
 
7.  __________  Books correctly describe plesiosaurs and mosasaurs and dinosaurs. 
 
8.  __________  Mosasaurs lived during the Late Cretaceous Period. 
 
9.  __________  The fossils of plesiosaurs are found throughout the world. 
 
10. __________  The importance of Alan Bennison's discoveries was not recognized until after he 
died. 
 
 
 
"Look at Me Now!"  p. 18-21 
 
1.  Explain the meaning of the term "badlands" and why this type of landscape is beneficial to 
paleontologists. 
2.  Dinosaurs bones must be buried pretty quickly to become fossilized.  Why is this? 
Project:  Create a simple step-by-step instruction plan that a new paleontologist might follow to 
become a successful 'prospector'. 
3.  Explain the delicate procedure of collecting an exposed bone. 
4.  A 'preparator' must be very careful not to damage the bone.  What are some of the 
precautions this person takes? 
What is the job of a 'curator' and why is it so important? 
5.  Which of the jobs mentioned in this article do you consider to be most important in the study 
of fossils?  Which job would YOU most like to try and why? 
Small Group Work:  Over the course of a week, work with classmates to create a model 
'badland'.  Make your site contain interesting elements from the article.  Use craft supplies and 
teamwork!  Display projects. 
 
 
"What's Right?  What's Wrong?"  p. 22-25 
 
Project:  One of author, Michael Crichton's, best works is undoubtedly Jurassic Park.  As you 
read this article make a T-chart depicting the contradictions to actual dinosaurs. Label the 
columns "Actual" and "Fictionalized".   Be sure to include the Dilophosaurus, Brachiosaurs, and 
Raptors.  Why would books/movies alter the characteristics so drastically?   
 
 
"Close Encounters"  p. 26-29 
 
Read the statements below and fill in the blank with the correct answer. 
 
1.  In the performance of "Dinosaur Encounters", the gallery interpreter explains that  
 
____________________ are the descendants of meat-eating dinosaurs. 



 
2.  A Triceratops' horns can grow up to __________ feet in length by adulthood. 
 
3.  Triceratops were plant-eaters, or _______________________________. 
 
4.  The puppets in this show are based on animals from the Late  
 
__________________________  period. 
 
5.  "Dinosaur Encounters"  combines ____________________  ____________________  
 
with hypotheses with fantasy for a very entertaining experience. 
 
ANSWER KEY: 
 
"California's First Dino!" 
1.  False, family moved to a diary 
2.  True 
3.  False, Dinos did not live in ocean, but the ocean floor provided a soft landing spot 
4.  True 
5.  True 
6.  False, bones were from a hadrosaur 
7.  False, mistakenly describe 
8.  True 
9.  True 
10. False, work was recognized and displayed 
"Close Encounters" 
1.  birds 
2.  two 
3.  herbivore 
4.  Cretaceous 
5.  scientific facts 
 
 
 


