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Teacher's Note: 
This guide contains project ideas, short answer, extended response, fill-in, and true/false with 
correction.  The variation is designed to have the students think critically, as well as to test their 
comprehension.  An answer key to the short answer sections can be found at the end of the 
guide. 

 
Extended Response:  Comprehension & Critical Thinking 
The questions below can be used as written, simply answered in complete sentences or easily 
transformed into longer essay (ELA) style questions, or even research topics.  In any case, have 
the students support their answers with details from the text or use critical thinking skills to 
create a thorough and interesting answer.  Consider the level of your students when deciding 
how to use the questions. 
 
 
 
"Sailing Into Eternity"  p.  8-11 
 
1.Why was the Nile River considered the superhighway of ancient Egypt? 
2.What two vast seas was Egypt surrounded by and how did this help involve them in 
international trade? 
3.  How have we gotten information regarding ancient Egyptian watercraft? 
4.  What materials did the ancient Egyptians use to construct their vessels? 
5.  How has the dry climate in Egypt helped us learn about their lifestyle? 
6.  What did the boat makers use (nails were unavailable) to hold together the boats before the 
use of metal became common? 
7.  What was unusual about the boat finds at Abydos? 
8.  What can we assume about King Khasekhemwy after uncovering his impressive tomb? 
9.  How did boats play a role in the Egyptians belief of the afterlife? 
10.  Why do we now think that the boats had been placed in the burial complex years before 
Khasekhemwy even became king? 
 
"The Long Haul"  p.  12-15 
 
1.  What were the concerns of overland trade in ancient times? 
2.  What was the most common sort of long-distance overland transport? 
3.  Explain how an ancient caravan network functioned. 
4.  How did the roads the caravans travel different from modern day roads? 
5.  How were the animals cared for along these routes? 
6.  Explain how profit motivated the trade network during the Bronze Age. 
7.  How did donkey caravans remain important even after the Old Assyrian network faded? 
8.  How were the concerns and developments of long-distance overland transport in ancient 
times similar to trade routes along railroads today? 
 
 
"Will Shipwrecks tell the Story?"  p. 16- 19 



Mark the following statements TRUE or FALSE.  Provide the correct answer if false. 
 
__________  1.  In the early fifth century B.C.  Greece had become increasingly powerful as its 
merchants expanded their trade network through out the Mediterranean. 
 
__________  2.  Greece was a nation of foreign-ruled city-states. 
 
__________  3.   More than once, when Persia attempted to take over Greece, severe storms 
caused the mission to fail. 
 
__________  4.  Wood ships submerged in water would be partially protected from decay as the 
hull gets buried in sediment.  
 
__________  5.  The goal of the Persian War Shipwreck Survey is a cooperative effort involving 
scholars from the United States and Greece to examine possible locations of the Persian 
shipwrecks, both for evidence of the Persian wars and for other underwater artifacts. 
 
__________  6.  The first season in 2003 the Shipwreck Survey discovered two military vessels. 
 
__________  7.  Researches have drawn the conclusion that a ship carrying soldiers lies wrecked 
in the waters around the peninsula of Mount Athos based on the discovery of an octopus' home. 
 
__________  8.  The Shipwreck Survey has located remains of ancient ships that date from the 
fifth century B.C. to the early Medieval Period. 
 
__________  9.  Off the east coast of Greece, team members found a cargo of gold  blocks and 
some iron anchors. 
 
__________  10.  The reason that researchers suspect that no warships have been found is 
because they may have been made light enough for damaged ships to remain afloat, allowing 
them to be recovered and repaired. 
 
 
"The Chariot Comes to China"  p.  22- 25 
 
1.  Explain how the invention of wheeled vehicles represented a breakthrough in mobility? 
2.  Why did the New World societies never develop wheeled vehicles for human transport? 
3.  When and where was the chariot invented and what was the advantage over the ox-drawn 
carts of Europe? 
4.  When other cultures (Greeks, Egyptians, Indians) borrowed the chariot from a neighboring 
group, they took much more than a simple idea.  Explain. 
5.  What evidence have researchers used to support the idea that chariots appearing in China 
around 1300-1200 B.C. were not of Chinese origin? 
6.  What other uses did the Chinese have for chariots, other than simple transport? 
7.  Explain the improvements that the Chinese made to the chariot. 
Activity:  Work with a partner to create a chariot used in China before and after it was adapted.  
You can make a 3-D model or detailed drawings, just be sure that your figures are accurate. 
8.  What was the yam postal system?  What was so remarkable about the riders of these routes? 
 
 
"New World Roads"  p.  26-29 
Read the article in its entirety and then fill in the blanks.  Refer back to the text if necessary. 
 



1.  Along the vast network of trails that once covered the ancient Americas, not only people and 
goods traveled, but news and __________________ as well. 
 
2.  The trails guided travelers to reliable _____________________ sources and campsites as 
they headed toward their final destinations. 
 
3. With such well-established communication systems throughout the Americas, having people 
who could ______________ well was critical to good government. 
 
4.  _____________________ can be seen as a journey that leads to transformation. 
 
5.  For the ancients, legends of mythic ____________________ helped explain how the universe 
came to be. 
 
6.  Studies show that many roads of ancient times have _____________________ orientations. 
 
7.  Most likely, Chaco, Maya, and Inca roads served practical and ________________ spiritual 
needs as well. 
 
8.  The _______________ or Peru built two roads the length of the country. 
9.  Impressive _______________ spanned the rivers of Peru. 
 
10.  A relative of the camel, a ___________________ can carry about 80 pounds, eat what it 
finds along the road, and go for four to five days without water. 
 
 
 
ANSWER KEY: 
 
"Will Shipwrecks tell the Story? 
1.  True 
2.  False, self-governing 
3.  True 
4.  True 
5.  False, Canada and Greece 
6.  False, zero 
7.  True 
8.  True 
9.  False, marble blocks 
10. True 
 
 
"New World Roads" 
1.  ideas 
2.  water 
3.  run 
4.  Travel 
5.  races 
6.  celestial 
7.  spiritual 
8.  Inca 
9.  bridges 
10.  llama 


