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February 2010: Caesar’s City by the Sea 

 
Teacher’s Guide prepared by Lois Sepahban, B.A., M.A. Lois has taught students of all ages from 
kindergarten to high school. She teaches and writes in California. 

 
An Archaeologist’s Dream (8-12) 

 
Reading for Understanding 
 
1. What was the first settlement at the site of Caesarea Maritima? Straton’s Tower, founded in 

the third century, B.C. 
2. Who built Caesarea Maritima? Herod the Great, who ruled from 37-4 B.C. 
3. After whom are Caesarea Maritima and the nearby harbor of Sebastos named? Caesar 

Augustus. 
4. How were the harbor’s breakwaters constructed? Of hydraulic concrete that hardened 

underwater. 
5. List three of Herod’s building projects in the city of Caesarea. Temple to Roma and Augustus, 

streets laid out in a grid pattern, houses and markets enclosed within fortification walls, fresh 
water from wells, stone sewer system beneath the streets, Promontory Palace, a theater and 
amphitheater. 

6. In what modern-day country is Caesarea Maritima located? Israel. 
7. Why did Caesarea become a Roman colony? Vespasian was proclaimed emperor there. 
8. What was built on top of the temple in 490? A Christian church. 
9. Describe Caesarea in the sixth century. Greek was the official language, the population within 

the city walls was 30,000, wealthy citizens owned farms and ranches outside the city and lived 
in mansions in the city or villas in the countryside. 

 
Activity 
 
Map Skill 
 
Using a blank map of the Mediterranean Sea, label the following places: 
Africa   Asia   Caesarea Maritima  Egypt 
Europe   Greece   Israel    Lebanon 
Mediterranean Sea Rome  
 

Bloody Spectacles (13-15) 
 

Reading for Understanding 
 
1. How was a spectacle held in Caesarea Maritima different from a spectacle held today? Athletes 

were expected to draw blood, and the emperor, governor, or prominent citizen paid for the 
contest. 

2. What kinds of violence did the audience want to see? Gladiators killing each other, bestiarii 
killing wild animals, horse race collisions. 

3. Why did important people, like the emperor, pay for spectacles? To increase his popularity 
with the citizens. 

4. What do olive oil lamps found at Caesarea tell us about the spectacles? Images of spectacles 
on the discus show how important the contests were. 

 
Activity 
 



 

 

Discussion 
 
Roman spectacles seem brutal to people today, but to the early Romans they were an important 
part of the culture. Think about modern spectacles that people watch today. Consider films, 
television programs, and sporting events. Are our tastes today equally brutal? What makes 
modern brutality similar to and different from ancient Roman brutality? Consider violent movies 
and video games, as well as sporting events like wrestling and boxing. 
 
 

Let’s Build a Harbor (16-19) 
 

Reading for Understanding 
 
1. Why was Caesarea not an ideal location for a harbor? It didn’t have natural protection from 

the open sea. 
2. What did engineers build to provide protection? A breakwater. 
3. What was special about the concrete used to build the breakwater? It could harden 

underwater. 
4. What is a promucatia? The rubble hill that waves would hit before they reached the harbor 

walls. 
 
Activity 
 
Research Project 
 
Divide the class into small groups and assign each group to research either Vitruvius or Josephus. 
Groups should prepare posters for their project, including basic biographical information, as well 
as images that support their research. 
 

World’s 1st Underwater Museum (19) 
 
Activity 
 
Creative Writing 
 
Imagine you are visiting the underwater museum at Caesarea Maritima. Use sensory details to 
describe your experience. What do you see? hear? feel? How is the experience like visits to other 
museums? How is it different? 
 

Tsunami? (20-22) 
 

Reading for Understanding 
 
1. Why is it important to know how Caesarea’s harbor was destroyed? 1. So that scientists can 

learn more about life in Caesarea, and 2. So that scientists can prepare for future disasters. 
2. What did the discovery of shells mixed with ceramic sherds tell scientists? Since they were 

from far-away places, a forceful wave, like a tsunami, would have had to have brought them 
there. 

3. How are tsunamis different from other large storms? Their waves flow over the coastland and 
far inland. 

4. What other physical evidence did scientists find of a tsunami? Two 20-foot blocks had fallen on 
their sides, and the shallow part of the harbor contained a mix of valuable items and shells, 
mud, and pottery pieces. 



 

 

5. What does the written record reveal about tsunamis hitting Caesarea? Great waves were 
written about in A.D. 115 and 551. 

 
Activity 
 
Timeline 
 
Create a timeline for Caesarea Maritima using the following events and dates. Include sketches or 
pictures for each entry. 
 
300 B.C.  Straton’s Tower is founded 
25 B.C.   Herod builds Caesarea Maritima 
A.D. 115  Tsunami hits Caesarea Maritima 
A.D. 400  Caesarea Maritima adopts Christianity 
A.D. 551  Tsunami hits Caesarea Maritima 
A.D. 600  Caesarea Maritima reaches the heights of prosperity 
A.D. 640  Muslim conquest of Caesarea Maritima 
A.D. 749  Earthquake hits Caesarea Maritima 
A.D. 1101  Christian crusaders conquer Caesarea Maritima 
A.D. 1187  Muslims retake control of Caesarea Maritima 
A.D. 1218  Europeans pay to rebuild fortifications at Caesarea Maritima 
 
 

Seeds Tell a Story (23-25) 
 

Reading for Understanding 
 
1. How can plant remains be preserved? 1. Seeds can be carbonized (burned), 2. Plants can be 

preserved under water, and 3. Mineralization can preserve plants. 
2. What are some plants that have been preserved from Caesarea Maritima? Wheat, barley, 

beans, lentils, peas, olives, grapes, figs, walnuts, hazelnuts, pine nuts, almonds, peaches, 
plums, pomegranate, cherries, watermelon, and dates. 

3. What do plant remains tell scientists about the economy of Caesarea Maritima? What foods 
were grown locally, and what foods were imported. 

4. What do plant remains tell scientists about agriculture in Caesarea Maritima? The presence of 
weed seeds from crop fields show that there was extensive agriculture, certain weed seeds 
that require heavy watering show that there must have been irrigation, and the seeds show 
the season of the year they were deposited. 

 
Activity 
 
Venn Diagram 
 
Compare and contrast the types of fruits, grains, and nuts that were grown in and around 
Caesarea Maritima with the fruits, grains, and nuts that are grown in the area you live. How 
might climate account for the similarities and differences between your own local produce and 
Caesarea’s produce? 
 

At the Center of Conquest (26-27) 
 
Activity 
 
Art Connection 



 

 

 
Draw, paint, or build a model of an architectural marvel from Caesarea Maritima. Ideas can 
include the Temple of Roma and Augustus, the Promontory Palace, the hippodrome, the harbor 
wall, or the Roman aqueduct. Use pictures from the articles in this issue or find pictures online to 
make your project as realistic as possible. When you are finished, write one paragraph describing 
what you have created and its importance to Caesarea Maritima. 
 

Crocodile Tales (28-29) 
 
Reading for Understanding 
 
1. What do animal remains reveal to archaeologists? How an animal was used as a source of 

food and transport, or how it provided materials for industry. 
2. What species of animals have been found at Caesarea Maritima? Sheep, goats, cattle, horses, 

camels, dogs, red deer, roe deer, gazelles, rats, mice, frogs, and Nile crocodiles. 
3. Where are crocodiles found near Caesarea? In the swamps and tributaries of the River Jordan 

and the Tanninim River. 
4. What do crocodiles need in their environment in order to breed? Fresh water, decaying 

vegetation for nest-building, aquatic plants to hide in, and sandy, sunny banks for sunbathing. 
5. What do the crocodile remains found in Caesarea tell scientists about how crocodiles were 

used? Butcher marks on the bones show that they were eaten. 
 

Hidden for Safekeeping? (33) 
 

Activity 
 
Journal Writing 
 
In this article, you read that the artifacts discovered in a well shaft in Caesarea were most likely 
deliberately left behind because they were difficult to transport. The people who hid them would 
have planned to return in order to claim them. Imagine you are forced to leave your home and 
you can only take items that are easy to transport--those that can fit into your car, for example. 
What items would you want to hide so that you could later return to claim them? How would you 
store them? Where would you hide them? What would make their storage and hiding place 
particularly safe? 
 
Culminating Activity 
 
Create a Mosaic 
 
In this issue, you read that wealthy families, particularly during the Greek and Roman periods of 
Caesarea Maritima, decorated their mansions and villas with furniture covered with mosaics. 
Using materials of your choice, create a mosaic image that might have been used in Caesarea. 
Images might include animals or plants, buildings, spectacles, or geometric designs. Be sure to 
sketch out your design before you begin work on the mosaic. Some ideas for materials for this 
project are tissue paper, construction paper, wood or tile chips, or fabric.  


