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Stonehenge Takes Shape (8-11) 

 
Reading for Understanding 
 
1. Where is Stonehenge located? On England’s Salisbury Plain. 
2. What does Stonehenge mean? Hanging stones. 
3. What were the first structures at Stonehenge? “Long barrows,” or tombs, within a 

narrow enclosure. 
4. What are the Aubrey Holes? 56 evenly-spaced round holes within a circular ditch. 
5. What do scientists now believe Stonehenge was used for? A cremation cemetery. 
6. How did shifting the axis east change Stonehenge’s alignment? It became aligned with 

the rising sun at the summer solstice and the setting sun at the winter solstice. 
7. What are sarsen stones? Blocks of sandstone. 
8. From what distance were Stonehenge’s sarsen stones brought? From 18  miles away 

near Avebury henge. 
9. From what distance were Stonehenge’s bluestones brought? From 150 miles away in the 

Preseli Mountains in Wales. 
10. What are the Station Stones? Stones that form a rectangle that aligns with the solstice 

axis. 
11. The ceremonial avenue of banks and ditches connects Stonehenge with what? The River 

Avon, a mile and a half away. 
 
Activity 
 
Make a Timeline 
Using the information provided in this article, create a timeline for the Stonehenge site, beginning 
in 4000 B.C. and ending in 1600 B.C. Remember to include both dates and events. After you 
have constructed your timeline, add sketches or pictures to each entry. 
 
4000 B.C. Neolithic farmers build “long barrows,” or tombs 
3500 B.C. Stonehenge Greater Cursus built 
3000 B.C. 1. Farmers build a circular ditch enclosing the Aubrey Holes 
  2. The earliest cremated burials are held at Stonehenge 
2500 B.C. 1. The entrance is widened and shifted east to align with solstices 
  2. Q and R holes are dug 
  3. Bluestones brought from Preseli Mountanins 
  4. Sarsen stones brought from Avebury henge 
  5. Five stone circles are built at the center 
  6. Station stones are put up 
  7. Heel stone is put up 
  8. Ceremonial avenue is constructed 
2400 B.C. The latest cremated burials are held at Stonehenge 
2200 B.C. The bluestone outer circle and innermost circle are rearranged into ovals 
1900 B.C. Z circle of holes are dug 
1600 B.C. Y circle of holes are dug 
 

Who Built It? (12-15) 



 

 

 
Reading for Understanding 
 
1. What tools did early Britons use to create earthworks and burial mounds on Salisbury Plain? 

picks made from red deer antlers and stone hammers. 
2. How were bluestones from the Preseli Mountains in Wales brought to Salisbury Plain? They 

were hauled or rolled on logs to the sea, put onto rafts or canoes, and transported 150 miles. 
3. How were the sarsen stones prepared? They were chipped and trimmed to matching sizes, 

mortises and tenons were shaped, their surfaces were smoothed, and they were anchored into 
deep holes in the ground. 

4. What have archaeologists learned about the people of Salisbury Plain from the burials in Bush 
Barrow and Amesbury? They used bronze and copper tools, gold jewelry, and the Amesbury 
archer must have traveled outside of Britain as a child. 

5. What have archaeologists discovered about the people of Salisbury Plain from the grave at 
Boscombe? Prosperous, well-traveled people lived in the area. 

 
Activity 
 
Map Skills 
Using black-line map of Great Britain, map the following locations and routes. You can find a map 
here http://geography.about.com/library/blank/blxuk.htm or use another of your choice. 
Locations: 
Salisbury Plain Stonehenge Wales Preseli Mountains 
Amesbury Boscombe Bush Barrow River Avon 
Briston River   Avon   Avebury Briston Channel  Durrington Walls 
Routes: 
The route of the bluestones from the Preseli Mountains to Stonehenge 
The route of the sarsen stones from Avebury to Stonehenge 
The avenue to the River Avon 
 

C14 Meets Dendrochronology (16-17) 
 

Reading for Understanding 
 
1. Why is C14 dating one of the most commonly used methods of dating artifacts?  it can 

date most organic remains, such as charcoal, bones, shells, and plants. 
2. How did archaeologists use C14 dating at Stonehenge? they measured C14 in charcoal, 

bones, and broken antler tools. 
3. How did AMS dating change archaeologists’ ideas about Stonehenge? They realized 

Stonehenge is much older than they originally thought, and they learned that some 
postholes were originally intended for wooden materials. 

4. What is dendrochronology? It measures tree rings for dating and weather patterns. 
 
Activity 
 
Research Project 
Divide the class into four groups. Assign each group at different type of dating method: C14, 
AMS, dendrochronology, and stratigraphy. Each group should research the dating method and 
provide the following information: when and by whom the method was developed, how it is used 
(including real-life examples of the method in use), and it’s benefits and limitations. Each group 
should also create a poster to use as a visual aide when they present their research to the class. 
 

In Honor of Ancestors (18-21) 



 

 

Reading for Understanding 
 
1. What did archaeologists discover at Durrington Walls that made them want to research 

the area? Three Stonehenge-sized timber circles. 
2. Describe the neolithic houses the team discovered. Floors made of chalk plaster, central 

fireplaces, wattle and daub walls, 18-foot square in size. 
3. Why does the author think the village at Durrington Walls may have been the camp for 

the Stonehenge builders? It was occupied around 2500 B.C. for less than 30 years, and 
the absence of calves and piglets shows that it was most likely a seasonal gathering 
place. 

4. What time of year did people gather at Durrington Walls? For the midwinter and 
midsummer solstices. 

 
Activity 
 
Creative Writing 
Imagine you are a neolithic person traveling with your family to Durrington Walls to celebrate the 
midwinter solstice. Using sensory details (sight, smell, hearing, taste, and touch), describe your 
experiences during your trip and after your arrival. What might you be feeling or thinking about 
as the solstice approaches? 
 

A Healing Center? (22-25) 
 

Reading for Understanding 
 
1. What three types of stones are found at Stonehenge? Sarsen, sandstone, and 

bluestone. 
2. What type of stone makes up the outermost ring? Sarsen. 
3. What type of stone makes up the innermost ring? Bluestone. 
4. What quality did neolithic people attribute to bluestones? They thought they had healing 

powers. 
 
Activity 
 
Geology Investigation 
Neolithic people aren’t the only ones to attribute special properties to different stones and 
crystals. Using a rocks/minerals field guide, choose a stone that you’re interested in learning 
about. You will write a short report with 3 sections. The first section should include a picture of 
the stone and its scientific name, as well as any nicknames. The second section should include 
information about where the stone is found, how it is made, and what type of stone it is--
igneous? sedimentary? metamorphic? The third section should include the special properties 
attributed to the stone--is it associated with a particular body part? Does it have healing or 
magical properties? 
 

Stonehenge’s Cousins (24-25) 
 

Activity 
 
Compare and Contrast with a Venn Diagram 
Draw a Venn diagram with three circles to compare and contrast Stonehenge, Avebury, and 
Callanish. This activity can be completed on a white board with the whole class. Be sure to take 
time to discuss the similarities and differences between the three sites. 
 



 

 

Treat Me With Care (26-28) 
 

Reading for Understanding 
 
1. What were some early ideas about the construction of Stonehenge? It was built by 

giants; it was magically transported by Merlin. 
2. When did Stonehenge finally become a public property? 1918. 
 
Activity 
 
Group Discussion 
You read in this article that some people want the government to use new stones to replace 
those that are missing in order to restore Stonehenge to its former glory. Others prefer a more 
conservative approach--restoring and resetting the stones that are there, but leaving the rest to 
the imagination. Is one of these approaches better than the other? Does the approach depend on 
the site? What are some of the benefits and drawbacks of each approach? 
 

Meet an Auroch (33) 
 

Activity 
 
Using your journal, react to the following statement: In this article, you read that hunting and 
killing an auroch was seen as a sign of great strength and courage. Next, think and write about 
the ways that we demonstrate great strength and courage in our society. Do you think that the 
ways in which our society values strength and courage align with your personal images of 
strength and courage? 
 
 
Culminating Activity 
 
For the culminating activity in this unit, you will create a model of Stonehenge. First, using the 
information provided in this magazine and information you find in your research, sketch a 
drawing of Stonehenge, paying attention to scale as much as is possible. Next, using the medium 
of your choice (clay, papier-mâché, Styrofoam, etc.) carefully construct your model. Finally, write 
a few paragraphs about the steps you took to create your model and explain the significance of 
any symbols or pieces of the model that are particularly important to you. 


