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Teacher’s Guide prepared by Lois Sepahban, B.A., M.A. Lois has taught students of all ages from 
kindergarten to high school. She teaches and writes in California. 

 
Built for a ‘Lion Goddess’ (8-10) 

 
Reading for Understanding 
 

1. Where is the Temple of Mut located? On a peninsula bordered by Isheru Lake, just south 
of the Great Temple at Karnak. 

2. About when do scientists think the first temple  of Mut was built? 1900-1800 B.C. 
3. Which Egyptian ruler is responsible for building the first stone version of the Temple of 

Mut? Hatshepsut 
4. Why was access to the lake important at the Temple of Mut? During festivals, Mut’s 

statue was placed on a boat and sailed around the lake. 
 
Activity 
 
In “Meet Mut,” you read that Mut was considered a healer and fertility goddess, as well as a 
bringer of plague and famine. These contrasting aspects--one clearly beneficial to people and the 
other clearly detrimental to people--were an important part of her worship. For example, you 
learned that Egyptians made a special drink of red beer for her because it resembled the blood 
she loved to drink. You also read that Hatshepsut, a female ruler, was interested in Mut. In a 
small group, brainstorm reasons Hatshepsut may have wanted the people of Egypt to identify her 
with Mut--in both her positive and negative aspects. Why, for example, would Mut’s negative 
aspects be a boon to an Egyptian ruler? Then create a two-sided political poster for Hatshepsut 
which could function as an advertisement for her in a political campaign. On one side, show her 
as a powerful ruler with Mut’s positive aspects, and on the other side, show her as a powerful 
ruler with Mut’s negative aspects.  
 

Stone Doctors (11-13) 
 

Reading for Understanding 
 
1. How does underground or underwater burial help to preserve ancient artifacts? Oxygen, 

sunlight, wind, and rain age artifacts, and because buried artifacts aren’t exposed to 
them, they last much longer. 

2. What does a conservator do? Examines, records, treats, and stores artifacts. 
3. How do mud and salt affect a conservator’s work? Mud can dry in a hard layer on 

artifacts and have to be carefully chipped away, or it can be all that’s holding a fragile 
piece of pottery together. Salt crystals can crack the inside of an artifact, and must be 
carefully removed by soaking in water. 

4. What happens to the artifacts that have been recovered in Mut Temple at the end of 
each season? They are reburied.  

 
Activity 
 
Divide the class into two groups. Each group will coat “artifacts” in mud--letting the mud harden 
and dry--and then bury them in a sand box. Be creative in choosing artifacts--group members 
should contribute artifacts that tell others something about themselves. For example, one student 
may choose to contribute a “journal,” and another may choose a golf ball. When the artifacts are 



 

 

buried, trade sand boxes. Act as conservators to carefully examine, clean, record, and store the 
artifacts you uncover. 
 

Excavating Under a Temple (14-17) 
 

Reading for Understanding 
  
1. What is stratigraphy, and why is it a useful way to study the past? It describes the 

layering of the past. It is useful because the top layer of structures represent the most 
recent human activity, and the bottom layer represents the most distant human activity. 

2. What did scientists discover about the blocks in Room 1? Blocks from the older stone 
temple had been reused at the front of the temple porch, and they were able to date 
the blocks to the 25th Dynasty. 

3. What did scientists discover about the Hall of Drunkenness? The blocks dated to the 
reign of Hatshepsut. Parts of the 12 uncovered columns show that the hall was built by 
Hatshepsut, and that it was attached to an earlier mud-brick Temple of Mut. 

4. When was the last renovation of the Temple of Mut? After 30 B.C. in the Roman Era. 
 
Activity 
 
Using the information and pictures presented in this article, create an “artifact” uncovered in 
either Room 1, the porch, or the Hall of Drunkenness. In creating your artifact, use clay, papier-
mâché, or another medium of your choosing. You should also create an information sheet for 
your “artifact,” detailing where it was found and in what condition, what it was likely used for, 
and an approximate date. 
 

All in a Day’s Work (18-21) 
Reading for Understanding 
 
1. Why do workers begin their day at 4:15 A.M. at the dig? They must start early because 

it gets so hot. 
2. What tools does a site supervisor use? Notebooks, pens, pencils, rulers, tape measures, 

and plumb bobs. 
3. What tools do a qufti and his team members use? Hoes and buckets. 
4. What tools are used to measure how deep an artifact is buried in a trench? A level and a 

stadia rod. 
5. What is the purpose of wet sieving? To discover what type of plants grew in the area. 

 
Activity 
 
In this article, you were introduced to five Arabic words that are commonly used on this dig site 
in Egypt. Using these words, as well as others found in this issue, create a short dictionary that a 
new English-speaking site supervisor would find useful on his/her first day of work. The terms 
listed below can all be found in this issue. 
 
ankh (Egyptian symbol of life) 
qufti (excavators from Qift descended from men who were trained by William Flinders Petrie) 
fas (hoe) 
muktaf (bucket) 
redim (a pile of dirt outside the trench) 
ghufa (basket) 
 

Keeping What Digging Removes (22-25) 



 

 

 
Reading for Understanding 
 
1. Why do archaeologists need to carefully choose where to dig? They are only on site for 

a few months each year, and they want to excavate areas that will provide them the 
maximum amount of information. 

2. Why did the author’s team decide to excavate behind Lake Isheru? It was an industrial 
area that would provide a lot of information about the daily life of the temple. 

3. What is the right size for an excavation trench? 5 meter by 5 meter. 
4. Why is precise measurement so crucial in setting up an excavation trench? If it is more 

than one or two centimeters off, the drawings will be distorted. 
5. Why do archaeologists carefully draw the site to scale on special millimetric paper? It 

allows them to reconstruct the excavation site on paper. 
6. How does the author’s team map the plan of the temple, including areas that have not 

yet been excavated? A surveyor calculates the coordinates of the excavation trench, 
which are then entered into a computer program. Because the team has been careful to 
be so accurate, the computer program allows them to map the plan of the entire 
temple. 

 
Activity 
 
Divide the class into groups of four or five students each. Using the techniques described in this 
chapter, each group should set stakes to mark off a precise 5 meter by 5 meter site, and then 
draw the site to scale using millimetric paper. After each group has completed this activity, spend 
time discussing it with the class. What aspects of the activity were particularly difficult? Which 
were surprisingly easy? Were some group members better at certain aspects than others? What 
particular skills does an archaeologist need for tasks such as this? 
 

The Camera at Work (26-27) 
 

Reading for Understanding 
 
1. Why is a photographer an important team member at an excavation site? The 

photographer provides accurate documentation of the site. 
2. What causes the light to change color throughout the day? Early in the day, the sun’s 

rays travel though more atmosphere than they do at midday. The atmosphere colors the 
light. 

3. Why is it best to take trench photographs before the sun comes up? Before the sun 
comes up, there are no shadows. 

 
Activity 
 
Look at Jay Van Rensselaer’s photographs of the Mut excavation at www.jhu.edu/egypttoday. 
Choose a calendar from the archives, and read through each day’s activities. In your journal, 
comment on the schedule and daily life of an archaeologist. Are you interested in pursuing a 
career working on a dig? How so--as an archaeologist? a conservator? a photographer? a 
draftsman? What steps will you need to take in your education in order to prepare yourself for 
such a career? 
 

Blocks That Speak (28-30) 
 

Reading for Understanding 
 



 

 

1. Why do crumbling blocks need to be replaced? If there are other stones on top of them, 
they can fall down if the blocks crumble completely. 

2. What does a draftsman do on a dig? Copies the drawings on walls or blocks onto clear 
plastic, called acetate. 

3. What complicates the work of a draftsman? Drawings are often badly damaged, making 
copying the images difficult. Also, drawings are sometimes carved over or drawn over 
with a new image. 

 
Activity 
 
Choose an image from one of the articles in this issue. Using the techniques described by the 
author, trace the image carefully to get a feel for the draftsman’s work. Alternatively, take sheets 
of acetate outside to trace images that have been painted onto a wall. Remember to carefully 
tape your acetate in place and use fine point markers to record all of the details. 
 

A Royal Statue (33) 
 

Activity 
 
Imagine the excitement of the team members when they discovered the remarkably well-
preserved statue of Queen Tiy in 2006. Using this scenario as a departure point, write a story in 
which you are a member of a team that makes an important discovery. Illustrate your story and 
share it with your class. 
 
 
Culminating Activity 
 
Setting Project: Where in the World is the Mut Temple? 
 
1. Print a blank map of Egypt. There are many resources online for free maps, or you can use the 

one provided here: http://geography.about.com/library/blank/blxegypt.htm. Using the map on 
the inside cover page of this issue, label the following places on your map: Mediterranean Sea, 
Red Sea, Nile Delta, Nile River, Western Desert, Eastern Desert, Lower Egypt, Upper Egypt, 
Valley of the Kings, Karnak, and Cairo. 

2. Return to the Hopkins in Egypt Today website at www.jhu.edu/egypttoday. Using information 
provided on their “Additional Information” page, sketch a drawing showing Karnak and the 
Mut Precinct. 

3. Draw or make a model of the Mut Temple, as presented on pages 8 and 9 in the article “Built 
for a ‘Lion Goddess’.” Feel free to use additional information presented at the Hopkins in Egypt 
Today website or in this issue to enhance your drawing or model. 

4. Assemble the pieces of your setting project to share with the class. 


