
 

 

Teacher’s Guide for Ask 
 

July/August 2015 

 
Ship Wrecked! 

 

 
Elisabeth Greenberg is an educator, children’s writer, and children’s book reviewer. 
 
Objectives: 

To supplement the reading and study of this magazine, students will  

1. Discover the history and mystery of various ship wrecks, 
2. Explore how advances in technology have changed the process of examining ship wrecks and ex-

tended our understanding of how and why they were lost, 
3. Demonstrate an understanding of how heavy things can float. 

 
 

Getting Ready: 

 Share the cover of the magazine with students.  Ask them to turn to a partner and discuss what 

is different and curious about the illustration.   
 Then ask, How does the illustration relate to the concept of Ship Wrecked!?  

 

 
Diving to an Ancient Shipwreck 

 

Vocabulary: scattering, precious, technology, amphorae, “the bends”, scuba, rebreather, ebony, exosuit 
 

Discussion: 
1. Why do you think some of the illustrations for this article are composed in small blocks of color 

and others are photographs or line drawings?   
2. How was the wreck discovered after hundreds of years?  

3. How does the article show that new technology helps to reveal shipwreck secrets?   

4. What kinds of items were found at the wreck?   
5. Which item do you think is the most unusual and why?   

6. What prevented early divers from doing a complete exploration of the wreck?   
7. What hazards do divers face underwater? 

 

Activities: 
 Explain verbally or show graphically how a rebreather works.   

 Explain or illustrate how an Exosuit can prevent a diver from getting the bends.   

 Write a story about a diver at the Antikythera wreck and show when it took place by including 

details about the diving suit and the physical activity of diving. 

 
 

The Amazing Adventures of Manjiro 
 

Vocabulary: emperor, tendon, pancreas, frenzy 

 
Discussion: 

1. Why did the emperor refuse to let American ships land?   
2. How did Manjiro end up on an American ship?   

3. What strange items and activities does Manjiro notice about his rescuers?   

4. What personality traits helped Manjiro adapt to a new country and language?  



 

 

5. What American historical event helped Manjiro return home?   

6. Why was Manjiro arrested when he just wanted to return to his family?   
7. How did Manjiro help the first Americans to land in the Edo empire?   

8. What did Manjiro do for his country? 
 

Activities: 

 List the different adventures that Manjiro has. 

 Take one adventure and write it two ways:  imagine Manjiro telling his grandchildren about it and 

Manjiro reporting it to the emperor.   
 

 
The Mystery of the Mary Celeste 

 
Vocabulary: routine (adj.), nondrinkable, pitch (v.), 

 

Discussion: 
1. What facts are known about the Mary Celeste and its crew when it left the harbor?   

2. What odd things about the Mary Celeste caught the attention of the crew of the Dei Gratias?   
3. What normal things did the boarding party discover on the Mary Celeste and what unusual or 

odd things did they find?   

4. The author proposes seven different theories about the disappearance of the people on the Mary 
Celeste; which make the best use of the facts?   

5. What does the author mean on page 21 in the sentence “It was the beginning of a whole new 
chapter”? 

 
Activities: 

 Research the Mary Celeste on the Internet or in reference books and make a list of five new facts 

you learn.   

 Choose one of the explanations of the disappearing crew offered by the author and note the ob-

jections to the explanation 
 Then imagine that you are a lawyer at the official court of inquiry and counter the objections to 

reinforce the theory you chose. 

 
 

Yum! Shipwreck! 

 
Vocabulary: shipworms, crustaceans, gribbles, sea urchin, conch, anemone, coral, sea fan, moray eel, 

artificial reef 
 

Discussion: 
1. About how long does it take a wooden ship to decay after it is wrecked and completely covered 

by ocean water?   

2. How and when does the process of wood decay begin in an ocean-going ship?   
3. After a wooden ship has been sunk more than a hundred years, what evidence might still show 

where a shipwreck took place?   
4. What function does an artificial reef serve?   

5. How does an artificial reef promote sea life and, possibly, sport fishing? 

 
Activities: 

 Use the Internet in a supervised situation to research one of the creatures that break down the 

wood of a ship and illustrate its lifecycle and habitat.   
 Write a poem about the transformation of a wrecked ship into a coral reef. 

 



 

 

 

Raise the Costa Concordia 
 

Discussion: 
1. How did the Costa Concordia tip over and why did it have to be moved so carefully?    

2. Why were engineers the right people to call?   

3. Explain the relationship between weight, air, and floating in water.   
4. How does that relationship explain how the Costa Concordia was floated off the reef?   

5. How did the place, close to an island, make it possible to “float” the Costa Concordia? 
 

Activities: 
 Experiment with a ball of clay to find a way to make it float; then experiment with different boat 

and raft shapes to see which shape can carry the most weight (pennies make good practice 

weights). 

 Make a two-column chart labeled STEP TAKEN and PROBLEM SOLVED showing how each of the 

nine steps in the raising process solved a problem faced by the engineers. 
 

 
Wrap-up: 

 Discuss with the students, Which of the articles was most interesting and why?   

 What have you learned from this study that changed your perception or understanding of the 

world around you? 

 
  


