
Teacher Guide for ASK 
February 2014: After the Dinos 

 
 

This guide was prepared by Betty Lou Askin, a retired educator who lives in Toronto, Ontario. 
 
Objectives: 
 

Ø To develop an understanding of why the dinosaurs became extinct 
Ø To learn about the large animals that followed the dinosaurs 
Ø To learn how climate change can impact on existing life forms and then help to evolve 

new life forms 
 
Pre-reading: 

a) Let the students predict what they think might be included in this issue of ASK based on 
the title. 

b) Ask them what they think is happening on the cover. 
c) View the Content pages and discuss the illustrations and the article titles. 
d) Ask the students to prepare a KWL Chart, What I Know, What I Want to Know and 

What I Learned.  Start by recording the students’ responses for the first two columns of 
the chart.  Add information to the chart after reading each article. 

 
Scoops: 
 
Orangutans Make Plans 

• Look at a Map of the World.  Where did this study of orangutans take place? 
• Why do male orangutans make loud calls? 
• How do these loud calls help females? 
• Explain how orangutans make plans. 

 
Insects Gear Up 

• Define gears. 
• Describe how gears help baby planthoppers. 
• How do the gears work? 
• Why do adult planthoppers lose their gears? 

 
World’s Fastest Bike 

• What is the VeloX3? 
• Why do riders lie on their back? 
• Describe the VeloX3. 
• How does this bike help scientists? 
 

 
A Robot’s Best Friend 

• What type of robot does a real dog like? 
• Describe the experiment. 
• How will this information help scientists? 
• Ask the students to look for more science “scoops” while they read media or watch 

television news/shows.  Create a bulletin board to post their findings. 
 
 
What Killed the Dinosaurs? 
 



Before reading this article and the next one on page 11, ask the students to suggest reasons 
why the dinosaurs became extinct. 
• Record their ideas for future reference. 
• How long did dinosaurs live on the earth? 
• Why is our solar system a messy planet? 
• What are meteorites? 
• Describe the first catastrophe from space and its destruction. 
• Explain the “rain of fire”. 
• Why would the dinosaurs have died? 
• Explain how iridium has provided clues to what happened 65 million years ago. 
• What are the Deccan Traps? 
• Describe how the Deccan Traps were destructive. 
• Explain how some animals survived the many disasters. 

 
What Didn’t Kill the Dinosaurs? 
 

• Compare this article with the suggestions from the students recorded before the reading 
of the previous article. 

 
Old Cold 
 
Questions to use with this article: 

• What animals developed 3 million years ago? 
• How old is the Earth? 
• Explain why the Earth has shifted from cold to warm? 
• What was the Ice Age? 
• Explain how glaciers developed. 
• What impact did the huge glaciers have on the land? 
• Tell about Beringia. 
• Who is the woolly mammoth’s modern cousin? 
• Describe the difference between the two cousins. 
• Describe the woolly mammoth. 
• How did the woolly mammoth support itself? 
• What was Glyptodon? 
• Provide 4 reasons why scientists think that the large Ice Age animals disappeared. 
• Tell about the pika. 

 
 
Parking Lot Paleontology 
 
Questions to assist with a discussion: 

• What are the La Brea Tar Pits? 
• What is Zed? 
• How did they preserve the fossils? 
• What is Project 23? 
• What creatures have so far been discovered in this excavation? 

 
Giant Killer Meteor Survival Tips 
 
Ideas to use with this article; 

• Write a letter to a friend explaining to him/her that you have just learned why some 
creatures were able to survive the Ice Age.  Begin by describing the Ice Age.  Tell about 



the huge animals that lived at this time.  Give reasons why they did not survive.  Then, 
provide the types of creatures that did survive and give reasons why they did prevail. 

• Exchange your letter with a reading buddy.  Proofread each others letter and explain any 
changes or ideas.  Rewrite the letter making any needed corrections. 

 
Terror Birds 
 
Questions to consider as oral discussion or follow-up seat work:  

• How did the terror birds subdue their prey? 
• Describe the terror bird. 
• Explain why the terror birds grew to such a large size. 
• Tell how the Titanis walleri came to North America. 
• What was different about the wing of the Titanis? 
• What is an animal’s niche? 
• Explain what happens when one animal is extinct and leaves its niche. 
• What information did the Kelenken provide to scientists? 
• What might have made the terror birds become extinct? 

 
Tale of the Whale 
 

• Write an information piece for a magazine.  Tell the readers how a whale developed from 
a land animal into a sea creature.  Use the information from the article.  Remember to 
give an opening and a closing statement. 

 
Day of the Dino 
 
Activity: 

Follow the instructions and draw a modern day dinosaur.  Share your picture with your 
classmates.  Create a bulletin board display with the art work. 

 
Jimmy the Bug 
 

• What is chlorophyll? 
• What are deciduous trees? 
• Why do deciduous trees lose their chlorophyll? 
• What are coniferous trees? 
• Why are coniferous trees able to stay green in the winter? 
• How do their pointy leaves help them? 

 
Marvin and Friends 
 

• Why do you think that Plush Pottom was enthusiastic about their activity? 
• Tell why Zia might have been scared based on information presented within  this 

magazine. 
• What was Marvin’s plan? 
• How did Elvis out smart Marvin? 

 
 
Culminating Activities: 
 

• Complete the KWL Chart if it was used during the reading of the magazine.  The final 
section of the chart could be completed now if not done after each article. 



• Choose 5 things from this magazine that you learned about.  Pretend that you are going 
to share this new information with someone who has not read this issue of the magazine.  
Write a short paragraph about each of your chosen topics using information found in the 
articles.  


