
Teacher Guide for ASK 
April 2011:Can You Trust Your Senses? 

 
 

Betty Lou Askin, a retired educator, who lives in Toronto, Ontario, prepared this guide. 
 
Objectives: 
 To develop a further understanding of the senses. 
 To appreciate that people have different sensory abilities. 
 To experiment with different tests on the senses. 
 
Pre-reading: 
Look at and discuss the front cover and the Table of Contents.  Ask the students how they think 
that the cover relates to the title. 
 
Scoops (pages 2-3) 
 
 Tongue Twisters 

 Explain how a dog drinks water. 
 Describe how a cat drinks milk. 

 
 Tough Mission Accomplished 

 Why did the Hayabusa run into difficulties? 
 What did Hayabusa bring back to Earth? 
 Tell what scientists hope to learn. 

 
 Stinkbugs Send Good Vibes 

 Explain how some insects communicate. 
 Describe how stinkbugs try to get a mate. 

 
 Did You Hear That? 

 Describe how to get an echo at Kukulkan. 
 Do you believe that the echo was planned or was it a coincidence?  Explain your 

choice. 
 
Ask the students to look for more science “scoops” while they read the newspaper or watch 
television news/shows.  Create a bulletin board to post their information. 
 
Nestor’s Dock (pages 4-5) 
 

 What does misdirection mean? 
 The joke is on whom in this story?  Explain your answer. 

 
Do We See With Our Eyes or Our Brains? (pages 6-10) 
 
Read this article aloud and enjoy the illusions. 
Use these ideas to help with the content: 

 Explain what happens between your eyes and your brain. 
 Describe how a baby begins to see.  
 What is your blind spot? 
 What are saccades? 
 Recount Mike May’s experience with eyesight. 

 



Fool Your Senses (pages 11-15) 
 
It would be helpful to prepare for this article by accumulating the props that are mentioned in 
this section. 
 E.g. Cardboard tube,  

        2 quarters,  
       An apple, onion, potato (or a radish or a turnip) 
       3 dishes (bowls) for water (warm, room temperature and icy cold) 
       Cheese, stinky sock 
       Add some items from “Some Foley Sound Tricks”. 

 
Read each section with the students and use the props.  Discuss the results. 
 
Gorilla? (pages 16-17) 
 
Ideas for this article: 

 Describe the experiment. 
 Comment on the conclusion. 
 Why do you think that the people were not aware that a different desk clerk appeared? 
 The article says that there is “good news”.  Clarify this statement. 
 Activity: Practice recall exercises with the students. 

1. Ask them to look out the classroom window, then look away and retell what they 
saw. 

2. Put many objects in a box.  Show the objects, and then put them out of sight.  
Have the students recall, on paper, what they remember. 

3. Increase the number of objects over time to help train their memory. 
 
Alphabet Rainbow (pages 18-19) 
 
Vocabulary: synesthetic, synesthesia, synesthetes. 
 
Reading for understanding: 

 Read the article aloud. 
 Ask the students to summarize the information in the paragraph. 
 What do you think that it would be like to hear colors or taste music?  Ask the students 

to work in groups.  Have them discuss answers to this question.  Also, ask them to 
record their responses.  Let the students share their ideas with the rest of the class. 

 
How Do We Taste? (pages 20-26) 
 
Suggestions to use with this article: 

 What are the five basic tastes? 
 Recount what happens when you eat peanut butter. 
 What happens when you eat and hold your nose?  Explain why this occurs. 
 Tell how our taste buds protect us. 
 What types of taste do humans enjoy most? 
 Explain why people have different tastes in food. 
 Describe the work of flavor wizards. 
 Are you a supertaster?  Try the experiment. 

 
A Cow Tastes Grass (page 27) 
 
Pre-reading: 



 After reading the previous article, hold a discussion with the students about the variety of 
tastes that humans enjoy. 

 Ask them to think of different animals and their diets. E.g. Pet birds eat seeds.  Dogs 
have dry or canned dog food.  Cats have cat food.  Frogs eat insects.  Generally, their 
food is repetitive. 

 Ask the students if they think that an animal gets bored with its diet. 
 Ask them if they think that a pig, a horse and a cow might get bored with their food. 
 Read this article and discuss the content. 

 
Some Yum Gum (page 31) 
 
Read and follow the directions of this contest.  Share your ideas with your classmates. 
 
Jimmy the Bug (page 32) 
 

 What is part of your outer ear? 
 What is part of your middle ear? 
 Explain how you hear sounds. 
 Why does your ear pop at the deep end of the pool or in an airplane? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


