
 

Teacher Guide for ASK 
February 2011:Secrets of the Forest 

 
Betty Lou Askin, a retired educator, who lives in Toronto Ontario, prepared this guide. 
 
Objectives: 

 To understand the development of a forest. 
 To understand the importance of the remaining ancient forests around the world. 
 To appreciate the interaction of an ecosystem. 

 
Pre-reading: 

 Develop a KWL Chart before reading this magazine.  Ask the students to make 3 
columns with the titles- What I know, What I Want to Know (Learn) and What 
I Learned. 

  Have the students complete the first two columns of the chart. 
 They can add items to the chart as they read the article. 

 
Scoops (pages 2-3) 
 
 Robots Go for Gold  

• Why have scientists programmed robots to play soccer? 
 

Giant Iceberg on the Loose 
• How big was the iceberg? 
• Why were the ice forecasters worried? 

 
Crows Know How 

• Describe how the crow was able to solve its problem. 
 

Get Sprayed! 
• What is this spray invention? 
• What are their plans for the future? 

 
Ask the students to look for more science “scoops” while they read the newspaper and  
watch television news/shows.  Create a bulletin board to post their information. 
 
Nestor’s Dock 
 

 Why were the friends worried about Iggy? 
 
Ancient Forests (pages 6-12) 
 

1) Read the first part of this article.  Create a chart on chart paper as you read. Using 
experience chart paper would be best, so that as you read through the magazine more 
information can be added.  Use a heading such as Ancient Forests.  Develop a list of 
the things that make an ancient forest. 

2) A second list might be developed in the same manner with the title, A Young Forest. 
3) Again, this same activity could be used to describe The Taiga, The Gondwana, Bwindi 

Impenetrable National Park, the California redwoods and Yakushima Forest.  These 
descriptions would just be a start, as the article, “Forest Layers” on pages 14-17, will 
provide more information that could be added when it is read. 

 



Ideas/questions to help with the content: 
 Explain the life cycle of a forest. 
 Why have scientists chosen to do research in the Andrews Experimental Forest? 
 Describe how they conduct their research. 
 Why are dead logs important to the life of a forest? 
 What was the conclusion about not clearing the dead logs? 
 Why do trees help the environment? 
 Explain why it is important to keep the ancient forests. 
 What may cause a forest ecosystem to fall apart? 
 Describe what happened to the forest on Easter Island. 
 Creative Work: 

1) Ask the students to create posters that show the importance of ancient 
forests.  This could be done as a magazine article. 

2) Have the students develop a news report that would inform the public about 
forests in general ad/or ancient forests. 

3) The students might use the information in this article and prepare a speech 
to be delivered to other students.  This activity could wait until you finish 
reading the magazine as there is more information in later articles. 

 
Old Oak’s Advice for Young Acorns (page 13) 
 

 Divide the class into pairs.  Ask the duos to take turns reading the article and then 
discussing the information. 

 Follow this activity with a class discussion. 
 The students might enjoy creating a dialogue using a similar format.  They could use 

any information about forests or another concept altogether.  This activity could also 
take place when you have finished reading the magazine, thus having more information 
to use. 

 
Forest Layers (pages 14-17) 
 
If you chose to compile the lists that were suggested in the article, Ancient Forests, further 
information could now be added to those lists.  The broadleaf forest and the mangrove forest 
would now be included. 
Another suggestion for this article would be to divide the class into groups.  Assign one of these 
forests to the groups.  Ask the students to read the material and to develop a presentation to 
give to others.  Their work should include a similar pictorial presentation (as shown on these 
pages).    
 
Yanomami People of the Forest (pages 18-22) 
 
Use these ideas to focus on the reading: 

 Describe a yano. 
 How does Kaomawe prepare for a hunt? 
 Why does a successful hunter not eat his kill? 
 Describe a feast in a Yanomami village. 
 Creative Work: 

Ask the students to prepare interview questions that they would like to ask Matuwe 
and/or his sister Hiyomi or Kaomawe. 

 
What Good Is a Forest Fire? (pages 23-27) 
 
Reading for understanding: 



 What is a natural fire? 
 Do all trees burn down in a forest fire?  Explain your answer. 
 Explain why the lodgepole pine is unique. 
 Explain why a fire in a lodgepole pine forest can be beneficial. 
 Describe what happens in a forest after a fire. 
 Why are natural forest fires beneficial, while fires caused by man are destructive?  
 Explain why foresters sometimes set small fires. 

 
Jimmy the Bug (page 32) 
 

 What allows fire to burn? 
 Explain why water puts out a fire. 

 
Marvin and Friends 
 
Plush thinks that she is being helpful.  Write a paragraph(s) using information from this magazine 
to explain why her efforts are not good for the environment. 
 
Wrapping It Up 
 
If you used a KWL chart and were not adding to it during the reading complete that activity, 
especially the third column. 
Read Wanted Forest Creatures on page 31.  Create a forest creature and provide the 
requested information.  Share your ideas with your classmates. 
 
Don’t Forget: 

 To see videos of dancing robots at www.askmagkids.com/links 
 To see Icarus work hard for his dinner at www.askmagkids.com/links 
 To see a shirt being sprayed at www.askmagkids.com 
  

 
 
 


