
Teacher Guide for ASK 
November/December 2010: A Peek Behind the Scenes 

 
 

Betty Lou Askin, a retired educator, who lives in Toronto Ontario, prepared this guide. 
 
 
Objectives: 

 To learn that behind a job, a place or a discovery there are many facets that are not 
readily known. 

 To appreciate the work done by some professionals. 
 
 
Pre-reading: 
 Discuss the possible meaning of the title.  Have the students look at the Table of 
Contents.  Ask them what these pictures and article titles suggest. 
 
Scoops (pages 2-3) 
 
 Some Meerkats Oversleep 

 What do the scientists want to know about the behavior of the meerkats? 
 What have the scientists discovered? 

 
But Where Are Their Ears? 

 How are coral reefs formed? 
 Describe the experiment with the baby corals. 
 How do baby corals hear? 
 What is the importance of this experiment? 

 
Night Flight 

 What was remarkable about the Solar Impulse? 
 Describe the Solar Impulse. 
 What is the importance of this type of plane? 

 
Ask the students to look for more science “scoops” while they read the newspaper and watch 
television news/shows.  Create a bulletin board to post the students’ information. 
 
Nestor’s Dock (pages 4-5) 
 

 What did Lonna hope the teachers were doing? 
 Why was Phil upset? 
 What did Trip think that the teachers were doing? 
 What do you think that your teachers do in their lounge? 

 
A Baby Mammoth’s 40,000 -Year Journey (pages 6-11) 
 
Vocabulary: mammoth, nomads, tundra and paleontology 
Reading for information: 

 Describe the well preserved baby mammoth, Lyuba. 
 Where was Lyuba found? 
 What are some of the reasons that may have caused extinction of the mammoths? 
 Tell what the Nenets think about the mammoths. 
 Why do you think that Yuri Khudi went against tradition? 



 What happened to the baby mammoth when Yuri went to report its finding? 
 Make a list telling what the scientists studied about Lyuba. 
 Explain why Lyuba was so well preserved. 
 Describe how Lyuba is preserved for the future. 
 Creative Work: 

1) Using plasticine or clay make a replica of Lyuba. 
2) Create a news report announcing the discovery of Lyuba.  Include pictures of the 

mammoth.  Let the students take turns orally presenting their report. 
 
Making Movie Dragons (Pages 12-13) 
 
Ideas to use with this article: 

 Divide the class into 4(8) groups.  Assign 1 of the 4 techniques to each group.  Ask the 
students to read the passage.  As they read ask them to use a Quick Write procedure.  
They are to make brief notes about the information.  After they have completed the task 
ask the groups to share their information with the class.  Follow up this activity with a 
whole class discussion. 

 Creative Work: 
 The students could make pictures of imaginary dragons using various art 

materials. 
 If possible, the students could create dragon puppets.  They might use any type 

of the following materials: plasticine, clay, paper, paper bags, an old sock, 
cardboard box. 

 
Raise the Bridge (pages 14-16) 
 
Vocabulary: bascule, counterweight and trunnion. 
 
Reading for information: 

 What is a bascule bridge? 
 Describe the bridge house. 
 Why is a bascule bridge efficient? 
 Explain why a counterweight box needs to be adjusted from time to time. 
 Using your own words describe how the bascule bridge is raised. 
 Explain what a bridge tender must do to start raising a bridge. 

 
The Food Stylist’s Art (page 17-21) 
 
Questions to use for discussion: 

 What is the job of a food stylist? 
 How do they fix the melting ice cream problem? 
 Why is a turkey a problem for stylists? 
 What makes an attractive cornflake? 
 Describe some forbidden tactics placed on food stylists. 
 Why must food for advertisements be cooked in large volumes? 
 Explain “tricks of the trade”. 
 Explain why you think that a food stylist needs a good sense of humor. 

 
A Day at the Aquarium (pages 22-27) 
 
Vocabulary: aquarist, habitat, esophagus and remora. 
 
During or after the reading use these prompts to focus on the content: 



 How do fish sleep? 
 Explain why aquarists need to be good observers. 
 Describe how they deal with an injured fish. 
 Describe how the tanks are maintained. 
 What do sharks eat? 
 Why do sharks not deserve their bad reputation? 
 What does Nickel like for lunch? 
 Make a list of the many tasks that an aquarist might perform during the day. 
 Describe some of the work that an aquarist does outside of the Shedd. 
 Research: 

Ask the students to choose one of the creatures mentioned in this article.  They could 
use the library or the Internet to discover more information about their chosen animal.  
Tell hem that they are to prepare a written report and include (if possible) pictures.  
They could take turns sharing their information to the whole class or to smaller groups.  
This work might be displayed on a bulletin board or at an activity table. 

 
 
Jimmy the Bug (page 32) 
 
Ask the students to work with a partner.  Have them read this article, taking turns reading.  
Follow-up the reading activity with a class discussion. 
 
Marvin and Friends 
 

 What was Marvin forgetting about? 
 
Culminating Activity 
Ask the students to read “What’s Going on Back There?” on page 31.  Have them present their 
work to the class. 
 
 
 


