
Teacher Guide for ASK 
September 2010: In Other Words 

 
 
Betty Lou Askin, a retired educator, who lives in Toronto Ontario, prepared this guide. 
 
Objectives: 

 To gain an appreciation of the importance of language. 
 To gain an understanding of the ways in which creatures communicate. 
 To gain an understanding of the importance of research around language 

development. 
 
Scoops (pages 2-3) 
 
 Bottles in a Boat 

• What is Plastiki? 
• Describe how the sailboat is self-sufficient. 
• What are gyres? 

 
Whatever Works 

• How does a leaf beetle protect its young? 
• Name two ways that the dung protected the beetle. 

 
Here Anty, Anty 
 Explain how experts are trying to control the cane toads. 
 
New Kid on the Block 

• Who is the new kid on the block? 
• Describe this lizard. 
• Who is this lizard’s cousin? 

 
Ask the students to look for more science “scoops” when they read the newspaper and watch 
television news/shows.  Create a bulletin board to post the students’ information. 
 
Nestor’s Dock (pages 4-5) 
 

• Tell why you think that the animals rejected  Phil’s attempts at communication. 
 
A New Language-Invented By Kids (pages 6-7) 
 

• At first, why were the children without a language> 
• What amazing thing happened in 1979 in Nicaragua? 
• Why did the children’s sign language become more complicated? 
• Explain how a baby usually learns how to talk. 

 
Can Animals Talk? (pages 8-9) 
 
Some questions to use with this article: 

• How do dolphins communicate? 
• Why are the elephants’ big ears useful? 
• Why do cuttlefish change skin patterns and color? 
• How does a flashlight fish communicate? 
• Why do bees dance? 



• What are pheromones? 
• Dogs learn to understand some human words.  Make a list of those words. 

 
Conversation With An Ape (pages 10-16) 
 
During or after the reading use these prompts to focus on the article: 

• How does Dr. Sue test Kanzi’s intelligence with the birthday cake? 
• How does Kanzi solve the problem? 
• Tell how Dr. Sue and Kanzi met. 
• Describe bonobos. 
• How do apes in the wild communicate? 
• Explain how Washoe communicated. 
• Tell some things that are amazing about Koko. 
• Why do you think that Sarah makes a mistake with the gumdrop plate? 
• Explain why Kanzi surprised Dr. Sue. 
• Describe Kanzi’s big test. 
• What conclusion did Dr. Sue make from the test? 
• Explain how human communication is different from that of Kanzi. 

 
Clever Hans (page 17) 
 

• Ask the students to write the main idea of this article.  They should support their decision 
by using relevant facts from the selection. 

• Explain how the title of this article could be “Body Language”.  Ask the students to think 
of other possible titles. 

 
Seeker of Knowledge (pages 18-22) 
 

• Use the Read Aloud method to read the story of Jean-Francois. 
• Hold a discussion about Jean-Francois’ hope to decipher the Egyptian Hieroglyphs. 
• Describe the god Thoth and his contributions to the Egyptian people. 
• Enjoy looking at the pictures of words on these pages. 
• Creative Writing: 

Write a news report that might have been in the news about Jean-Francois’ discovery. 
 

Words in Pictures (pages 23-25) 
 

• Chinese characters are written differently than the English alphabet.  Describe 
the difference. E.g.(picture symbol versus letter) 

• See if you can guess what the sentence says at the bottom of page 25. 
• Try to make a sentence using the Chinese characters in this article. 

 
Wampanoag Spoken Here (pages 26-27) 
 
Reading for understanding: 

• What is a priceless treasure that your ancestors gave you? 
• Who are Earl Mills Sr. and Jr.? 
• Explain why the Wampanoag language died out. 
• Tell why a language is not just about words. 

 
Caution: Signs Ahead (page 31) 
 



• Read the instructions on this page and ask the students to create signs.  Have them 
share their work.  Display their signs around the room. 

 
Jimmy the Bug (page 32-33) 
 

• Use the information on these pages to create a chart.  Choose titles such as, Go South, 
Go Indoors, Go Underground, Live in Water.  List the various insects that survive 
winter in that habitat. 

 
Marvin and Friends 
 

• Why did Marvin misunderstand Elvis? 
• Why are Marvin and his friends so shocked? 

 
Don’t Forget 

 To read more about Plastiki at www.theplastiki.com 
 To see meat ants do their job at www.askmagkids.com/link 
 To learn more about Kanzi at www.greatapetrust.org 
 To send a birthday card to Kanzi 
 To listen to how some Chinese words are spoken at www.askmagkids.com 
 To ask Jimmy the Bug a question 
 
 


