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Betty Lou Askin, a retired educator, who lives in Toronto Ontario, prepared this guide. 
 
 
Objectives: 

 To appreciate the innate ability of creatures who construct suitable homes for 
themselves. 

 To gain an understanding of how humans have learned concepts of construction 
from the animal world. 

 
Pre-reading: 
 Have the students look at the cover and the Table of Contents.  Discuss the pictures and 
the article titles.  Ask them to guess at what the picture that they will see later on page 26 might 
be. 
 
Scoops (pages 2-3) 
 
Super Peepers 

• Describe how chickens’ eyes are different from humans. 
• What is a retina? 
• What is the purpose of a cone? 
• Explain why scientists think that chickens have super peepers. 

 
I Love Cave Art 

• When was the first alphabet invented? 
• Tell how scientists began to study the symbols that they found in caves. 
• Explain what was amazing about the patterns that they found. 
• What do you think that the cave art represents? 
• Creative Work: Using paper and crayons or paint create a message using patterns. 

 
Shoulda Brushed 

• What was found in Oklahoma? 
• Why are scientists excited about this new find? 

 
Good for Your Sole! 

• Explain how running shoes changed the way people run. 
• What are scientists trying to prove? 

 
Ask the students to look for more science “scoops” while they read the newspaper and watch 
television news/shows.  Create a bulletin board to post the students’ information. 
Nestor’s Dock (pages 4-5) 
 

• What does echo-friendly mean? 
• Why are the titles of the books funny? 
• Describe how the group built their hideout. 
• Why did the hideout crash? 

 
Which nest Is Best? (pages 6-11) 
 
Pre-reading: 



Before reading this article, hold a class discussion about birds’ nests.  Ask the students questions 
that might include – shapes, sizes, locations, materials. 
 
Some ideas to use with this article: 

• Ask the students what they believe would be the best nest. 
• Read and discuss the first section of the article.  Nests are as varied …takes time and 

energy”. 
• There are 8 sections that describe different types of nests- 

 
Ground-Floor Living 
Apartment Dwellers 
Hidden Holes 
Big Nests for Big Birds 
Comfy Cups 
Cozy Cradles 
A Roof Over Their Heads 
Beautiful Bowers 

• Divide the class into 8 groups and assign one of the sections to each group.  Ask them 
to read and discuss their section.  Have them prepare a brief report based on the type 
of nest and bird(s) that built it.  This report would then be presented to the rest of the 
class. 

• Some of these ideas could be included- location, method of building and safety. 
• Read the concluding paragraph together 
• After completing this article, discuss what they have learned about birds’ nests.  Make a 

list of the important considerations in nest building.  Compare the students’ lists with the 
information found in the next article, “Hey! Calling All Cup Nest Builders!” on pages 12-
13. 

 
Stack, Dig, Spin and Spit (pages 14-19) 
 

• Read the introduction to this article. 
 
Questions for discussion: 
 Pile It On 
 What causes some animals to build a home? 
 What materials do beavers use? 
 What is a muskrat’s lodge made of? 
 How does a stickleback fish create a nest? 
 How does a mud dauber feed its new hatched larva? 
 What are monk parakeets?  Where do they live? 
 How do alligators protect their eggs? 
 
 Dig In 
 Why is an underground home a good place to live? 
 Describe how some animals dig out their home in the earth. 
 How do burrowing animals help the earth? 
 
 Spit and Spin 
 Why are some creatures called make-it-yourself builders? 

Make a list of creatures that can make silk. 
Which creature needs plants to build a home? 

 
 



Learning from the Masters (pages 20-25) 
 
Ideas to use with this article: 

Beavers 
• Describe how a beaver creates a lodge. 
• Explain why a dome is a good shape for a beaver lodge. 
• Why are layers of materials important in a structure? 

 
Termites 
• Explain how termites create a tall city full of tunnels. 
• Describe how termites control heat, moisture and air flow. 
• What types of compartments can be found in a termite colony? 

 
Natural Air-Conditioning 
• How does a windcatcher work? 
• Explain how the Eastgate Centre has saved millions of dollars in energy costs. 

 
Spiders 
• What is a “dragline”? 
• How is a dragline silk made? 
• Tell how a spider begins to create a web. 
• Why is the shape of a web important? 
• Explain how a suspension bridge is similar to a spider web. 

 
Bees 
• Explain why a hexagonal shape is useful for bees. 
• How do bees create their honeycomb? 
• How have humans benefited from the bees’ design? 

Ant Castles (pages 26-27) 
 

• Explain how some science can be a form of art. 
• Ask the students to think of other things from nature that could be considered an art 

form.  Create a list. 
 
Jimmy the Bug (page 32) 
 

• How is lightning created? 
• What makes thunder? 

 
Marvin and Friends 
 

• Make a list of the creatures shown in this magazine which make their home in the mud. 
• What is an Abominable Mud Pottom? 
• Why could we say that Plush is at a spa? 

 
Creative Work: 
Use the information on “Animals’ House” page 31 and ask the students to complete the required 
drawing for you.  These could be posted around the classroom. 

 
 

Don’t Forget: 
 To see someone running almost barefoot at www.askmagkids.com/links 
 To build your own dream house at www.askmagkids.com/games 


