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Betty Lou Askin, a retired educator, who lives in Toronto Ontario, prepared this guide. 
 
Pre-reading: 
 
Ask the students to consider the theme, In the Ice.  Make a list on the chalkboard or on chart 
paper and record all the ideas that the students predict might be included in this issue.  Or, have 
the students work in groups to prepare their lists that then could be shared with the rest of the 
class. 
 
Scoops (pages 2-3) 
 
 Cry Like a Baby 

• Explain what scientists have learned about cats’ purring. 
• Do you think that cats have learned to “cry” from humans?  Explain your 

thinking. 
 

Fake Spiders 
• How does the orb-web spider protect itself? 
• Choose 3 other creatures and describe how they camouflage themselves. 

 
Toucans are Cool 

• Explain how a toucan cools its body. 
 

Invasion of the Barnacles 
• Describe the goose barnacle. 
• How does it obtain food? 

 
Nestor’s Dock (pages 4-5) 
 

• As Phil left Stilt’s igloo, he was arrogant.  Explain what this means. 
• Why might Trip win the igloo contest? 
• Why is the joke on Phil? 

 
The Mystery of the Frozen Man (pages 6-15) 
 
Some questions/activities to use with this article: 

• Describe what the German couple found. 
• Why did the officer and the officials make a huge blunder? 
• Name some of the things that were found with the frozen man. 
• Provide several reasons why Spindler was excited about the discovery of the “Iceman”. 
• Explain how carbo-14 works. 
• How is Otzi being preserved? 
• Describe how each of Otzi’s belongings is being preserved. 
• Why is it so important to treat Otzi’s belongings carefully? 
• Otzi has been dead for 5000 years.  How can scientists tell about something he ate just 

before he died? 
• Creative Writing: 

Prepare a news report or a newspaper article announcing the discovery of Otzi.  Use 
information from this article to assist in the development of your report. 



 
Otzi Gets Dressed (pages 14-15) 
Otzi Eats Breakfast 
 
Ideas for use with this material: 

• Use the Read Aloud Method to share this article.  Discuss the use of materials, such as 
various furs, bark, moss, etc. under such headings as availability, warmth, dryness, tools, 
tools to make clothing, etc. 

• Use your own words to write a paragraph that describes Otzi’s meals on his last day. 
• You might consider developing a comparison chart between ancient man and man today.  

A chart might be something like the following: 
 
                                               Ancient Man Compared to Modern Man 

Method Ancient Man Modern Man 

utensils   

heat   

clothing   

weapons   

 
 

Frozen Art (pages 16-19) 
 
Questions to consider: 

• Why might we say that Dale Chihuly is a determined artist? 
• Was his ice wall in a desert wasteful?  Support your answer. 
• What was Andy Goldsworthy’s motivation with the use of snowballs? 
• Describe how he created them. 
• Why did Goldsworthy’s snowballs make for good story telling? 

 
Making Ice (pages 20-21) 
 

• How did Robert Boyle prove that there were no extra particles in water when it became 
ice? 

• Describe the difference between steam, water and ice. 
 
Diving Under the Ice (pages 22-25) 
 
Ideas to use with a discussion: 

• Ask the students to pair up with another classmate.  Have each pair read and discuss this 
article. 

• While they are reading, ask them to make use of a Quick Write Method.  They make 
quick notes to aid them in a discussion. 

• Hold a class discussion about what they have read and their impressions of the 
information. 

 
Cold Scientists (pages 26-27) 
 



• Divide the class into 7 groups.  Assign 1 of the 7 types of scientists to each group of 
students.  Ask them to read about their particular scientist.   Using their own words, ask 
them to write a passage describing their scientist and his/her work.  Have the groups 
take turns presenting to the class starting with a general description of what that 
particular type of scientist does.   

A zoologist__________ 
  A microbiologist____________ 
 They should then continue giving specific information from the article. 
 
Jimmy the Bug (page 32) 
 

• Before reading this article, ask the students about freckles. 
• What are freckles? 
• Where and when do people get freckles? 

 
Marvin and Friends 
 

• Predict how each of the foods will fare preserved in the snowballs.--cupcakes 
                                                                                                                          acorns 
                                                                                                                          stinky 
cheese 

• Was this a properly set up scientific experiment?  Explain your answer. 
 
Don’t forget: 
 

• To compare purrs, page 2, go to www.askmagkids.com/links 
• To submit a clever new way to use ice in the January contest. 
• To ask Jimmy the Bug a scientific question. 

 
 

 
 


