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Betty Lou Askin, a retired educator, who lives in Toronto, Ontario, prepared this guide. 
 
 
Scoops (pages 2-3) 
 
 The Better to See You With 

• What was different about the unusual squid? 
• What method allowed the scientists to study the squid over a long period of 

time? 
• Why did the squid need such large eyes? 

We Brake for Whales 
• How are the right whales protected? 

Secret Squirrel 
• Describe “Rocky’s” job. 

 
Nestor’s Dock (pages 4-5) 
 
• Why did the three friends say “Very. Bad. Idea.” 
• What is the food chain? 
• Explain why the moose ran away. 
• Why did Phil use the word “ironically”? 
 
Life in the Food Chain (pages 6-13) 
 
1. If your students are not familiar with the food chain, you may wish to introduce the concept 

before reading this article.  Also, if they do not know how a plant produces energy a prior 
discussion will help, as there are some difficult words used – photosynthesis, chlorophyll, etc. 

2. If these concepts have already been taught, you might consider conducting a Prior 
Knowledge exercise. 

 
Questions/activities to consider- 
• How do plants make energy? 
• Explain the difference between the producers and the consumers? 
• Tell why a plant at the bottom of page 6 is nervous about its waiter. 
• What does “grass du jour” mean? 
• Describe how herbivores and carnivores fit into the links of the food chain.  

Isle Royale: Predators, Prey, and Producers 
• Explain the three-link food chain. 
Ups and Downs 
• Describe the ups and downs that the scientists have been studying on Isle Royale. 
The Food Web 
• Explain why one moose provides food for many. 
Munch, Crunch, Lunch 
• Why are most humans carnivores? 

• Ask the students to create 4 and 5 link food chains similar to those found at the bottom of 
pages 8-13. 

 
The Case of the Disappearing Bees (pages 14-17) 
 



Ideas to consider- 
• Why are honeybees very important? 
• Why are bees called generalists? 
• Explain why farmers really need bees. 
• Explain CCD. 
• Describe the difficulty that scientists are experiencing while studying the CCD. 
• Why are pesticides probably not the problem? 
• Describe 2 ideas that the scientists think might be the cause of the disappearing bees. 
• What might “hire a bee” mean? 
 
The First Olympics (pages 18-19) 
 
• Research: Ask the students to choose an idea from this article.  Have them research further 

information about their topic and to prepare a written report.  You might also ask them to 
make a verbal presentation to the class. 

 
Go Out and Play (pages 20-23) 
 
• This article describes 4 different groups of children at play.  Divide the students into 4(or 8) 

groups.  Assign 1 set of games to each group.  
• Ask the students to do the following: 

Read their section. 
Prepare a presentation for the rest of the class. 
If possible, to use props that help to explain/show the games they have studied. 

 
Say Cheese!  The Science of Smiling (pages 24-28) 
 
Ideas for discussion: 
• Name some possible types of smiling. 
• What is “smilology”? 
• Explain why scientists study primates to figure out why humans smile? 
• What is a play face? 
• Explain why it is important for a baby to smile. 
• Why are smiles contagious? 
• What makes a true smile? 
 
Marvin and Friends  
 
• Choose a type of food.  Make a type of picture diagram similar to the one that Marvin and 

friends made.  Show how your food type fits into the food chain. 
 


