
 

Governments and Rulers 

 

 

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those 

that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 

appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 

Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 

approval, 4 for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 

in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one 

must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of this 

you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is 

owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is 

owed, honor to whom honor is owed.”       Romans 13:1-7 (ESV) 

 

1. What is the main purpose of government, according to the above passage? ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Overall, would you say that governments are something good or bad? ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

2. When Paul wrote the above letter, what were some characteristics of the prevailing government at the time? ______________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What were the benefits of the prevailing government at the time of Paul’s letter to the Roman church? ___________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

3. What attitude/role should believers take regarding government authorities and laws? Why? ___________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

4. In the book of Daniel, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon required everyone to worship a golden image he had made. . , , , , , ,  

In the book of Exodus, Pharaoh the king of Egypt ordered that all Hebrew baby boys be killed by the midwives . . . . . . . . . . . . 

In the book of Acts, the apostles were preaching the truth of the Gospel, but the religious authorities ordered them to stop . . .  

 

What conclusions should be made from the above three examples from Scripture regarding believers and authorities (see Acts 

5:29)? _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

5. Pontius Pilate was the Roman governing authority in Judea at the time of Jesus.  Pilate had the authority to release Jesus 

after His arrest, or to sentence Jesus to be crucified.  Acting in his evil heart, Pilate sentenced Jesus to death.  In the end, 

however, what did Pilate’s evil governance serve to do? _______________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does I Corinthians 2:2-9 help explain God’s underlying sovereignty in each situation we face? ______________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.”                                                                          

Psalm 20:7 


