
Human Suffering –  

Disaster and Calamities 

 God is absolutely sovereign over disasters and calamities. 

 God is good, loving and righteous in all He does. 

 Disasters and calamities display both God’s judgement and His mercy.  

 Ultimately, God does all things for His glory – to display His greatness and worth. 

The question comes immediately to the mind of any sensitive person.. 

 Why did this happen? 

 Why so much suffering? 

 Why did it happen to thousands of poor people? 

 Why so many babies and children killed? 

What of the five options would you have chosen for your response?________________ 

Why that option? _________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any Scripture to support your response?____________________________ 

Is there an option you feel should have been included, but was not?________________ 

Job 9:5-6_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 135:67__________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Isaiah 45:7____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Amos 3:6_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Daniel 4:35 – [All] the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and He [God] does 

according to His will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and 

none can stay His hand or say to Him, “What have you done?” 

 According to this verse, does anything happen apart from God’s will? ______ 

 What does it mean that “none can stay God’s hand”? ____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

This is why the fourth response in the poll was so popular: “Although I believe in God, the 

supernatural had nothing to do with this tragedy.” It appeals to the sinful human heart – a 

heart that wants to affirm a human understanding of God’s love and goodness, while 

denying God’s rightful sovereign authority in the world. The Bible clearly upholds the truth 

of God’s absolute sovereign power and His goodness and love. Any explanation of disasters 

and calamities that denies God’s absolutely sovereignty or His goodness and love is a lie. 

1. God is absolutely ________________ over disasters and calamities (Daniel 4:35) 

2. God is ________ and ____________. (Psalm 100:5; Psalm 145:9) 

 Can we say that God brought about the earthquake and tsunami as punishment for sin? 

 Can you give a Biblical example in which God brought about a disaster as direct 

judgment for people’s sin?__________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

It is true that each person, whether young or old, rich or poor, is deserving of God’s righteous 

judgement because we are all sinners. Therefore, when God sends disasters and calamities, no 

one can accuse God of unfairness or of doing something wrong or unloving. We all deserve 

much worse than even the worst calamity! As pointed out in previous lesson, God is right in all 

He does. 

3. God is ________________in all He does. (Deuteronomy 32:4) 

4. Disasters and calamities display both God’s _______________ and His __________. 

(Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, and Romans 8:1, 20, 22) 

God’s judgements and ways are not fully known to us. However, look carefully at verse 36 of 

Romans 11. There is something that we can know with absolute certainty. What is it? 



Romans 11:33 – Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are His judgements and how inscrutable His ways. 

 What is meant by God’s judgements being “unsearchable”? _______________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 What is meant by God’s ways being “inscrutable”? ______________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

According to this verse, can we explain with absolute certainty the exact reasons God sent this 

particular earthquake and tsunami on these particular people on this specific 

God’s judgements and ways are not fully known to us. However, look carefully at verse 36 of 

Romans 11. There is something that we can know with absolute certainty. What is it? 

Romans 11:36 – For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory 

forever. Amen. 

 How could God use such a terrible disaster for His glory? _________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Ultimately, God does _______ ___________ for His glory – to display His greatness 

and worth. (Romans 11:33,36) 

 Knowing these truths, how should we respond to the terrible disasters and calamities in the world?  

 What thoughts should come to mind? 

 What desires and emotions should well up in our hearts?  

 Does Jesus simply care that we have right thinking and feelings, or would He also call us to right 

actions? 

Dr. Al Mohler says: 

We must speak where the Bible speaks, and be silent where the Scripture is silent. Christians must 

avoid offering explanations when God has not revealed an explanation. Finally, Christians must 

respond to a crisis like this by weeping with those who weep, by praying with fervent faithfulness, by 

offering concrete assistance in Christ name and, most importantly, by bearing bold witness to the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ – the only way to bring life out of death. 



 

 

 


