
 
October 2016 
 
To All Members of Crestview Bible Church: 
 
Greetings.  You hold in your hands a labor of love.  As elders, we recognize we have a 
responsibility to care for you.  Part of this care is demonstrated as we follow the admonition that 
Paul gave to Timothy: “Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for 
by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers” (1 Timothy 4:16).  We continually 
watch our lives and prayerfully keep an eye on your lives as well, asking God to help us all be 
the holy people to which He’s called us.  In recent days, we agreed that keeping a close watch 
on our teaching should be a priority, especially, as Paul said, so that God’s saving work isn’t 
hindered. 
 
In 2013, we began working on Article 3 of our Bylaws (also known as the statement of faith or 
doctrinal statement).  This had not been updated or addressed for probably 30 years (at least 
the best we could tell through our memory and conversations).  And, you can probably imagine 
how we live in a different world today than we did 30 years ago.  We believe language matters.  
And, we needed to update how we describe what we believe.  The language was clunky; what 
we believe remains the same.   
 
We also feel like we have a lot of clarity and unity around the Gospel.  We wanted to make sure 
that those essential areas had a strong voice in this doctrinal statement.  So, we expanded 
sections on the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   We had an article (in the old version) 
devoted to Satan and we understood that what this section reflected fell more into the sections 
on man and salvation.  We had an extra section on ordinances that needed incorporated into 
the section on the church.  And, finally, we felt like the longest section before revision, end 
times, needed to be rewritten to reflect that it wasn’t the most important thing we believe.  In the 
pages that follow, you'll see the old bylaws in one column and our recommendation side by 
side.  Our Article 5 recommendation simply incorporates this as a reflection of what members of 
Crestview believe. 
 
So, those are some of the highlights.  We hope these revisions resonate with you, reflect what 
you believe, are understandable, and lead you to deep devotion and worship of Jesus. 
 
As with anything like this, please feel free to discuss any questions you have with an Elder.  We 
are proposing this for your affirmation at the December 11, 2016 Member’s Meeting.   
 
Thanks so much for taking time to consider these things, and may Jesus be glorified in us as we 
unite around these truths. 
 
On Behalf of the Council of Elders, 
 
 
 
 
Phil Auxier 
Pastor 
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(Old Bylaws) 
 
ARTICLE III.     DOCTRINAL STATEMENT 

Section 1.   Holy Scriptures 
We believe that the Scriptures of Old and New 
Testaments are the infallible Word of God, a Divine 
revelation, the original autographs of which were verbally 
inspired by the Holy Spirit; are wholly without error; and 
are the supreme and final authority of faith and conduct.  
(2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:21) 
 
 
 
Section 2.   Godhead 
We believe in one God, eternally existing in three 
Persons:  Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.  (Matthew 
3:16-17; 28:19-20; 2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 

Section 3.   Father God 
We believe in only one living and true God as the infinite, 
perfect, and eternal Spirit in Whom all things have their 
source, support, and end.   (Genesis 1:1; Acts 17:28; 
Ephesians 4:6; 1 Timothy 6:16) 
 
 
Section 4.  Lord Jesus Christ 
We believe in Jesus Christ as the eternal Son of God.  
The Son is from eternity the only begotten of the Father.  
Being conceived of the Holy Spirit, He was born man of 
the virgin Mary (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:35; John 3:16; 
Heb. 1:5-10), in order to fulfill the purpose of God from 
the foundation of the world to redeem us from the eternal 
curse and to bring about our eternal salvation by making 
full atonement for our sins through His vicarious suffering 
and death on the cross of Calvary (Isaiah 53:4-6; Mark 
10:45; John 1:14, 29; Hebrews 10:10-14; 1 Peter 1:18-
29).  He took upon Himself the likeness of sinful flesh 
(Romans 8:3), thus being true God and also perfect man 
(1 Timothy 2:5; 1 John 3:5), being made in all things like 
as we are, yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15).  He rose 
bodily from the grave the third day and ascended into 
heaven and is now at the right hand of God interceding 
on our behalf; and from there He shall come again in 
visible form to judge the living and the dead and to 
establish His rule as the Lord of Lords and King of Kings 
(Matthew 25:31ff; John 5:22-29; 20:1 through 21:25; Acts 
1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:15; 2 Timothy 4:1). 
 

 
(Proposed Revision) 
 
 
Section 1. Holy Scriptures 
We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments are the infallible Word of God, a Divine 
revelation, the original of which were verbally inspired by 
the Holy Spirit; are wholly without error; and are the 
sufficient, certain, and authoritative rule of saving 
knowledge, faith and obedience (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 
Peter 1:21; Psalm 19:7-11). 
 
 
 
Section 2.  Godhead 
God is revealed to us as one God in three distinct 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, co-existent, co-
equal and co-eternal. (Matthew 3:16-17; Matthew 28:19-
20; 2 Corinthians 13:14) 
 
Section 3.  Father God 
We believe in one living and true God who is the Father 
of all.  He is the Creator, by whom all things have their 
source, support and end.  He is the Sovereign Ruler, 
managing all the affairs of His creation by His glorious 
holiness.  He is an infinitely perfect and eternally glorious 
God, always acting for the praise of His own glory.  
(Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 48:11; Acts 17:28; Ephesians 4:6; 1 
Timothy 1:17, 6:16).   
 
 
Section 4. Lord Jesus Christ 
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Messiah, as the eternal 
Son of God.  He is the only begotten of the Father.  He 
was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary, fully God and fully man, in all things like we are, yet 
without sin (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:35; John 3:16; 
Hebrews 1:5-10; Hebrews 4:15).  He took on human flesh 
to fulfill God’s plan to redeem us from sin’s curse and 
save us, by making full atonement for our sins through 
His suffering and death on the cross (Isaiah 53:4-6; Mark 
10:45; John 1:14, 29; Philippians 2:8; Hebrews 10:10-14; 
1 Peter 1:18-29).  He rose bodily from the grave the third 
day and ascended into heaven, interceding now at the 
right hand of God for us.  From heaven, He will return 
personally, visibly, physically and suddenly in great 
power and glory to judge the living and the dead and fully 
establish His rule as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
(Matthew 25:31ff; John 5:22-29; John 20-21; Acts 1:9-11; 
1 Timothy 6:15; 2 Timothy 4:1). 
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(Old Bylaws) 
 
Section 5.   Holy Spirit 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, Who is the third Person of 
the Triune God (Matthew 28:19; Acts 5:3-4), the Divine 
Agent in nature, revelation, and redemption (Genesis 1:2; 
Psalm 104:30; 1 Corinthians 2:10; 2 Corinthians 3:18), 
that He convicts the world of sin (John 16:8-11), 
regenerates those who believe (John 3:5), and indwells, 
baptizes, seals, empowers, guides, teaches, and 
sanctifies all who become children of God through Christ 
(John 14:26; Romans 8:14; 1 Corinthians 6:11, 19; 12:13; 
Ephesians 3:16; 4:30). 
 
Section 6.   Satan 
We believe in the existence of Satan who originally was 
created a holy and perfect being, but through pride and 
unlawful ambition rebelled against God (Ezekiel 28:13-
17; Isaiah 14:13-14; 1 Timothy 3:7), thus becoming 
utterly depraved in character (John 8:44), the great 
adversary of God and His people (Matthew 4:1-11; 
Revelation 12:10), leader of all other evil angels and 
spirits (Matthew 12:24-26; 25:41), the deceiver and god 
of this present world (2 Corinthians 4:4; Revelation 12:9); 
that his powers are supernaturally great, but strictly 
limited by the permissive will of God who overrules all his 
wicked devices for good (Job 1:1-22; Luke 22:31-32); 
that he was defeated and judged at the cross, and 
therefore his final doom is certain (John 12:31-32; 16:11; 
Revelation 20:10); that we are able to resist and 
overcome him only in the armor of God and by the blood 
of the Lamb (Ephesians 6:12-18; Revelation 12:11). 

Section 7.   Man 
We believe in the creation and fall of man that he was the 
direct creation of God, spirit and soul and body, not in 
any sense the product of an animal ancestry, but made in 
the Divine image (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:7, 18-24; Matthew 
19:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:23); that by a personal 
disobedience to the revealed will of God, man became a 
sinful creature and the progenitor of a fallen race 
(Genesis 3:1-24; 5:3); who is universally sinful in both 
nature and practice  (Romans 3:23; 5:12; Ephesians 2:3), 
alienated from the life and family of God (John 8:42-44; 
Ephesians 4:18), under the righteous judgment and wrath 
of God (Romans 1:18; 3:19), and has within himself no 
possible means of recovery and salvation (Matthew 
19:26; Mark 7:21-23; Romans 7:18). 

 

 
 
 
(Proposed Revision) 
 
Section 5.  Holy Spirit 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the 
Godhead (Matthew 28:19; Acts 5:3-4).  He’s the Divine 
Agent in nature, revelation, and redemption (Genesis 1:2; 
Psalm 104:24-30; 1 Corinthians 2:9-10; 2 Corinthians 
3:18), exists to glorify the Son and convicts the world of 
sin, righteousness and judgment (John 16:7-14).  He 
regenerates, indwells, baptizes, seals, bestows gifts, 
empowers, guides, teaches, and sanctifies all who 
become children of God through Christ (John 3:5; 14:26; 
Romans 8:14; 1 Corinthians 6:11, 19; 12:11, 13; 
Ephesians 1:13-14; 3:16; 4:30). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 6. Man 
We believe that all people are a direct creation of God, 
being made in His image (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:7, 18-24; 
Matthew 19:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:23).  We also believe 
that they became sinful through personal disobedience to 
God’s command (2 Corinthians 4:4; Genesis 3:1-24; 5:3; 
Romans 3:10-19; 23; 5:12; Ephesians 2:3).   Because 
they are sinners in both nature and practice, they stand 
alienated from God (John 8:42-44; Ephesians 2:12; 4:18; 
Titus 3:3), are under God’s righteous judgment and wrath 
(Romans 1:18; Psalm 14:1-3), and are incapable of 
saving themselves (Isaiah 64:6; Matthew 19:26; Mark 
7:21-23; Romans 7:18). 
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(Old Bylaws) 
 
Section 8.  Salvation   
We believe that Jesus Christ died a substitutionary death 
upon the cross, by grace providing salvation for all who 
believe on Him, justifying them on the grounds of His 
shed blood (Ephesians 1:7; 2:8; 1 Peter 2:24). We 
believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their personal Savior become the children of God, that 
eternal life is a present possession, that at death their 
spirits depart to be with Christ in conscious blessedness, 
and that at Christ’s coming for the church their bodies 
shall be raised, and, together with the believers then 
living on the earth, transformed into the likeness of the 
body of His glory (John 1:12-13; 5:24; 1 Corinthians 
15:51). 
 
 
 
 
Section 9.   The Church 
The Church as an organism includes all regenerate 
believers gathered out of the world between Pentecost 
and the Rapture of the Church while as an organization it 
includes believers united for the service of Christ in any 
given assembly (1 Corinthians 12:12; Ephesians 5:25). 
The local visible church is an institution of Divine 
appointment and is composed of professing, baptized 
believers in Christ, voluntarily joined together and 
meeting at stated times to worship, to fellowship, to 
observe the ordinances of baptism and communion, and 
when necessary to administer discipline (Hebrews 
10:25). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Proposed Revision) 
 
Section 7. Salvation: 
We believe that salvation is of the Lord, for His glory, out 
of love for His people, and for our ultimate good (Jonah 
2:9; Ephesians 1:3-14; Ephesians 2:4-5).  The salvation 
of sinners called by God has been accomplished through 
the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 
Corinthians 1:30; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 Timothy 2:25; 
Colossians 2:13-15). Those who trust in Jesus Christ are 
justified [declared righteous] apart from any works they 
do (Romans 3:20-25), adopted into God's family and 
become His heirs (Galatians 4:4-5), reconciled to God 
with other believers (2 Corinthians 5:18-19; Ephesians 
2:14-16), are progressively being sanctified into the 
likeness of Jesus Himself (1 Corinthians 6:11; Hebrews 
10:14), and will one day be glorified to be with Jesus 
forever (1 Corinthians 15:51; Romans 8:29-30). 
 
 
Section 8. Church: 
We believe that God's glory is particularly displayed in a 
local gathering of professing, baptized believers united 
under the Head of the church, our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Ephesians 1:22, 5:23-25; Colossians 1:18; Hebrews 
10:25).  Under Him, we are devoted to God's Word, 
prayer, fellowship, and celebrating the Gospel through 
the Lord's Supper (Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26).  
Under Him, we serve one another with the gifts He's 
given to each of us so that the church is built up and our 
community sees God's glory in us (Romans 12:4-8; 1 
Peter 4:10-11; Ephesians 4:10-11; Matthew 5:16).  Under 
Him, we are a commissioned people to go, make 
disciples of all nations, inviting them to join us in 
glorifying and enjoying Him, forever (Matthew 28:18-20; 
John 20:21; Acts 1:8).  Under Him, we live out the 
implications of the Gospel, demonstrating that we are His 
people in His kingdom (1 Peter 2:9; Ephesians 3:20-21; 
John 13:34-35; 1 Thessalonians 2:12).    
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(Old Bylaws) 
 
Section 10.  Last Things 
We believe in that “blessed hope”:  the personal, 
imminent, pretribulation, and premillennial coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ for His redeemed ones (Rapture) who 
will be rewarded at the Judgment Seat of Christ; and His 
subsequent return to earth with His saints to establish His 
millennial kingdom (Zechariah 14:4-11; 1 Thessalonians 
1:10; 4:13-18; 5:9; Revelation 3:10; 19:11-16; 20:1-6). 
 
We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the 
saved to eternal life, and the unsaved to judgment and 
everlasting punishment (Matthew 25:46; John 5:28-29; 
11:25-26; Revelation 20:5-6, 12-13). 
 
We believe that the souls of the redeemed are at death 
absent from the body and present with the Lord where in 
conscious bliss they await the first resurrection when 
spirit, soul, and body are reunited to be glorified forever 
with the Lord (Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 
1:23; 3:21; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; Revelation 20:4-6). 
 
We believe that the souls of unbelievers remain after 
death in conscious misery until the second resurrection 
when, with soul and body reunited, they shall appear at 
the Great White Throne Judgment and shall be cast into 
the Lake of Fire, not to be annihilated, but to suffer 
everlasting, conscious punishment (Matthew. 25:41-46; 
Mark 9:43-48; Luke 16:19-26; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; 
Jude 1:6-7; Revelation 20:11-15). 
 
 
 
Section 11.   Ordinances 
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ instituted the 
ordinances of baptism by immersion and the Lord’s 
Supper to be observed until His return (Matthew 28:19-
20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26).  These ordinances shall be 
administered at the discretion of the Council of Elders. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Proposed Revision) 
 
Section 9.  Last Things 
We believe the hope for all of history is Jesus Christ, the 
Lord (Revelation 4-5), and that all of history is building to 
His eternal exaltation (Philippians 2:5-11).  We believe in 
the imminent return of Jesus Himself for His people to 
establish His eternal kingdom (Zechariah 14:4-11; 1 
Thessalonians 1:10; 4:13-18; 5:9; Revelation 3:10; 19:11-
16; 20:1-6).  We believe in the bodily resurrection of all 
people: those who believe in Jesus receive eternal life 
and will reign with Him forever and ever (Luke 23:43; 2 
Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23; 3:21; Revelation 20:4-
6) and those who refuse to believe in Jesus receive 
eternal judgment, resulting in a punishment separated 
from God in everlasting torment (Matthew 25:41-46; Mark 
9:43-48; Luke 16:19-26; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Jude 1:6-
7; Revelation 20:11-15). 



Bylaw Update (Article 5) 
 

Section 2.  Eligibility. 
 
A candidate eligible for church membership 
must confess with their mouth and believe 
in their heart Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord (Romans 10:9-13), have been baptized 
after their confession of faith in Jesus (Acts 
8:35-39), and hold to the fundamentals of 
the Christian faith as revealed in the Bible.  
  
These fundamentals include the virgin birth, 
the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, The Trinity, Salvation in Christ alone 
by grace alone through faith alone, 
inerrancy of the Scriptures and the imminent 
return of Jesus.  The following excerpts 
from our doctrinal statement best 
summarize our position on these 
fundamentals. 
 
Holy Scriptures – We believe that the 
Scriptures of Old and New Testaments are 
the infallible Word of God, a Divine 
revelation, the original autographs of which 
were verbally inspired by the Holy Spirit; are 
wholly without error; and are the supreme 
and final authority of faith and conduct (2 
Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:21). 
 
Godhead – We believe in one God, 
eternally existing in three Persons:  Father, 
Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16-17; 
28:19-20; 2 Corinthians 13:14). 
 
Father God – We believe in only one living 
and true God as the infinite, perfect, and 
eternal Spirit in Whom all things have their 
source, support, and end (Genesis 1:1; Acts 
17:28; Ephesians 4:6; 1 Timothy 6:16). 
 
Lord Jesus Christ – We believe in Jesus 
Christ as the eternal Son of God.  The Son 
is from eternity the only begotten of the 
Father.  Being conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
He was born man of the virgin Mary 
(Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:35; John 3:16; 
Hebrews 1:5-10), in order to fulfill the 
purpose of God from the foundation of the 
world to redeem us from the eternal curse 
and to bring about our eternal salvation by 
making full atonement for our sins through  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“… and reflected in our Doctrinal Statement 
(Article 3).”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED at Council of Elders Meeting 
for recommendation to body on 7/25/16 
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His vicarious suffering and death on the 
cross of Calvary (Isaiah 53:4-6; Mark 10:45; 
John 1:14, 29; Hebrews 10:10-14; 1 Peter 
1:18-25).  He took upon Himself the 
likeness of sinful flesh (Romans 8:3), thus 
being true God and also perfect man (1 
Timothy 2:5; 1 John 3:5), being made in all 
things like as we are, yet without sin 
(Hebrews 4:15).  He rose bodily from the 
grave the third day and ascended into 
heaven and is now at the right hand of God 
interceding on our behalf; and from there He 
shall come again in visible form to judge the 
living and the dead and to establish His rule 
as the Lord of lords and King of kings 
(Matthew 25:31ff; John 5:22-29; 20:1-21:25; 
Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:15; 2 Timothy 4:1). 
 
Holy Spirit – We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
Who is the third Person of the Triune God 
(Matthew 28:19; Acts 5:3-4), the Divine 
Agent in nature, revelation, and redemption 
(Genesis 1:2; Psalm 104:30; 1 Corinthians 
2:10; 2 Corinthians 3:18), that He convicts 
the world of sin (John 16:8-11), regenerates 
those who believe (John 3:5), and indwells, 
baptizes, seals, empowers, guides, teaches, 
and sanctifies all who become children of 
God through Christ (John 14:26; Romans 
8:14; 1 Corinthians 6:11, 19; 12:13; 
Ephesians 3:16; 4:30). 
 
Salvation – We believe that Jesus Christ 
died a substitutionary death upon the cross, 
by grace providing salvation for all who 
believe on Him, justifying them on the 
grounds of His shed blood (Ephesians 1:7; 
2:8; 1 Peter 2:24) We believe that all who by 
faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
personal Savior become the children of 
God. 
 
Members must also be willing to associate 
themselves with their fellow believers at 
Crestview by adhering to the admonitions 
we require for members in Article V, Section 
5. 
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