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The Lost Toy
an essay by Danielle Reiner



Yesterday my little guy had his first ever piñata experience. It was filled 

with over-the-top excitement and joy. What else can one expect from an 

experience involving a papier mâché animal that promises to spew forth 

candy and prizes? Anyways… 

The little ones gave the piñata their best go – swinging the bat around 

with reckless, but purposeful, abandon. Then they, gladly, handed the bat 

over to the grown-ups, knowing that their strength would likely get the 

job done a touch faster. 

It did. 

And the treats were abundant. Candies and markers and bracelets. My 

little guy loved it all. But nothing quite captured his heart like the small, 

sticky frogs. 

He picked a yellow one and I patiently pulled the dirt and piñata fluff 

from its sticky skin. He held it the whole way home and went off to have 

an adventure with it during his quiet time. 

We were barely 10 minutes into quiet time when it turned not-so-quiet. 

Cries, loud and visceral, came from the front room. Cries so loud that it 

took a while for us to understand what had even occurred. 

The beloved frog had gone down the drain. 

My little guy was heartbroken. The little toy frog had left him just as fast 

as he came. We took apart the sink to see if he could be rescued from 

the u-joint, but he wasn’t there. The frog was gone. 

We talked and talked and talked. We talked about loss. We talked about 

sewer systems. We talked about waste-treatment plants. We talked about 

plumbing. We talked about the frog. We talked about sadness. 



It didn’t take long for me to realize that talking was not going to help. We 

needed to change directions. We needed something else to focus on. 

I went to the craft closet, gathered a few supplies, and asked my little guy 

to join me at the table. Within moments we were all hard at work making 

a new piñata. 

Newsprint. Flour. Water. A Balloon. 

Within just a minute or two, fingers dripping with flour and water paste, 

my little guy started to brighten. No longer focused on his sorrow, he 

started to focus on the possibility; what new opportunities this piñata 

held. Which friends he wanted to invite to break it with. What he wanted 

to fill it with. 

Crafting saved the day – and all it took was 15 minutes and some simple 

materials.



 

“Grief is in two parts. The first is loss. 
The second is the remaking of life.” 

- Anne Roiphe
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