
 
 

March 26, 2020 

 

The Honorable Christopher Krebs 

Director 

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency 

Department of Homeland Security 

Washington, DC 20528 

 

Dear Director Krebs: 

 

I am writing to request additional clarification on the Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure 

Workforce: Ensuring Community and National Resilience in COVID-19 Response document published by the 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) last week.  

As you know, the intent of the guidance is to help state and local officials as they work to protect their 

communities, promote public health and safety, and ensure economic and national security.  Currently, there are 

still many significant questions about how States should implement this guidance. 

 

I recognize that the guidance issued by CISA is just that – guidance. It is rightfully not a mandate, 

directive, or Federal Government standard.  I also understand the need for states to have flexibility during this 

critical time to implement policies in a way that best meets their unique workforce, economy, and COVID-19 

response posture. We also need to provide certainty whenever and wherever possible, and my colleagues and I 

continue to receive many questions about the CISA guidance. Many industries and states are concerned that the 

lack of clarity at the federal level is making it harder for states to set clear, workable policies. 

 

I appreciate the work CISA has done to date, and for your commitment to “continually solicit and accept 

feedback” on the guidance and to “evolve the list in response to stakeholder feedback.” As we continue to 

respond to this dynamic crisis, I urge you to continually evaluate the comments you have received from 

stakeholders and update the guidance on a regular basis as the policy challenges posed by this pandemic shift. 

 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this important matter. I look forward to a public update to the 

guidance as soon as possible. For questions, please contact Christopher Mulkins on my staff at 202-224-2627. 

 

                  Sincerely, 

 

 

      _________________________ 

      Gary C. Peters  

      Ranking Member  

Committee on Homeland Security 

and Governmental Affairs  
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