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Letter from the CEO
Dear American cycling community:
2015 was a year of significant transition for USA Cycling. I took over as President and CEO in June, and a new era began for
USA Cycling. I spent the second half of the year learning about the organization and listening to member feedback. It became
evident to me while the sport remained vibrant and highly popular, USA Cycling faced a wide range of challenges and membership concerns. We would need to increase our focus on amateur racing, foster a greater sense of community and transparency
within our membership, and become a progressive force for change across our 5 disciplines. We also would need to address a
very challenging financial position as a result of falling participation and rising costs.
Fortunately, USA Cycling had substantial assets and resources from which to draw to address these issues. From our passionate staff to our deep community of volunteers to our enthusiastic membership base, we had no shortage of good ideas and
able workers. We also had a very strong balance sheet to weather the financial storm, allowing a measured level of belt tightening and continued investment in key objectives.
As a result, 2015 was an exciting year for American cycling in which much was accomplished. We continued support local and
elite domestic racing through the funding of 34 local associations, hosting 15 national championships across all disciplines, running eight national level calendars, and permitting more than 2,600 events across the nation. At the same time, our top level
athletes continued to impress around the world, bringing home 16 elite and junior world championship medals. Our junior
men ended the year ranked #1 in the world for road cycling. We also hosted a remarkable road cycling World Championship
on U.S. soil in Richmond, VA, which we had not done in nearly 30 years.
In addition to domestic and international success, many exciting and potentially impactful initiatives were conceived or
launched in 2015, including a complete rebuild of our IT infrastructure and the substantial expansion of our RaceClean program to address doping within the more competitive levels of amateur bike racing.
Cycling remains a vibrant high-participation sport here in the United States. Cyclo-cross continues to thrive as a discipline, and
there is also substantial growth in the gran fondo and gravel grinder space, as well as in virtual platforms like Strava and Zwift.
However, changing participation patterns and a stall in road racing are impacting USA Cycling’s membership. We’ve been
adapting to the changing tides by actively seeking to work with mass participation events, engaging a wider range of cyclists,
and broadening our relevance in the enthusiast space. We developed a new permitting tier for mass participation events in
2015, as well as a new RIDE membership for the enthusiast.
Despite our current challenges, American cycling as a whole is in a strong position, and USA Cycling will continue evolving to
best support the sport we love. A special thanks goes out to the staff of USA Cycling, all of our members, donors, and our
enormous community of passionate volunteers.
Sincerely,
Derek Bouchard-Hall
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Above: Junior racers participate in a local Greenville
series in February.

Above: Big D Cycling was the Masters Club of the
Year in 2015.
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Above: Cyclo-cross Nationals was the largest national
championship event in 2015 with 1,702 participants.

Above: Bicycle mechanics are trained on race and team
support at the Bill Woodul Race Mechanic Clinic.
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