
P lus-size bikes have taken the mountain bike world by storm 
since they were first introduced just a couple of years ago. 
They are not quite fat bikes and not quite standard trail-

bikes. Instead, these machines have tires in the 2.6- to 3.0-inch-
wide range and boast many of the traction and handling benefits 
of a true fat bike without the weight penalty. These middle-of-
the-road, big-tired machines are designed to combine perfor-
mance, versatility and traction. As a result, there are riders who 
are addicted to the fun factor these bikes typically deliver. Marin 
stepped into the plus-size market with its new B-17 full-suspen-
sion model that is built for having fun while shredding the trails. 
It’s a relatively affordable option in the plus-size world and comes 
in several different versions to hit different price points. We flew 
one of these big-wheeled bombers to our testing grounds in 
SoCal, where the trails have the traction of ball 
bearings on a tile floor, to see if the B-17 could 
deliver on its lofty promises.
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MARIN
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Big-wheeled bomber 
for ripping the trails

WHO IS IT MADE FOR?
The B-17 is designed for trail riders looking for a plus-size bike 

with a versatile suspension design and an aluminum frame to 
help keep the bike more affordable. With 120 millimeters of rear 
suspension, the B-17 is primarily built for general trail riding, but 
it won’t shy away from technical trails with bigger hits and drops 
with the right pilot at the controls. Marin offers three different ver-
sions of the B-17, starting at $2100.

WHAT IS IT MADE FROM?
Marin uses a 6061 aluminum frame on the B-17 with Boost 

spacing in the rear to allow for more tire clearance. Our test 
bike came stock with 27.5+ wheels, but we did experiment with 
29-inch wheels during our testing with success. The B-17 has 
fully internal cable routing and a threaded bottom bracket for ease 
of maintenance. Up front is a set of ISCG05 tabs if riders choose 
to run a chainguide for rowdier riding. The bike also has a front 
derailleur mount should the rider want to add an extra chainring for 
lower gearing. 

At the heart of the B-17 is Marin’s MultiTrac suspension sys-
tem that was designed to provide optimum pedaling support but 
be active enough to soak up big hits and chatter. The RockShox 
Super Deluxe has a custom tune that isn’t offered anywhere else. 
Marin used input from a dedicated fleet of test riders and legends 
like Joe Murray to dial in the tune. Marin uses metric shock sizing 
for a modern touch. 

WHICH COMPONENTS STAND OUT?
The component spec on our test bike was obviously chosen 

to deliver great value. The bike even came with a flossed-out 
RockShox suspension package you won’t find on many bikes in 
this price range. The SRAM Eagle GX drivetrain gave our test 
riders a broad range of gears, and we never wished for a front 
derailleur. KS provided a Lev dropper post with a southpaw remote 
that added to the aggressive trail feel of the B-17. Wrapping up the 
build was a Deity cockpit that assured us a serious rider was in 

charge of putting together the component spec. 
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Just send it: On paper 
the B-17 might seem like 

your average trail bike, but 
between the firmer shock 

tune and dialed build kit, the 
B-17 isn’t afraid to come alive 

with the right pilot.
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HOW DOES IT PERFORM?
Moving out: Swinging a leg over the B-17, we noticed that 

the size large felt a touch small compared to other bikes we have 
ridden in this category. While the geometry isn’t super aggres-
sive, the fit is comfortable and fairly versatile. We dropped the 
stack height on the bars all the way down for a lower position 
and hit the trails.

Suspension setup: For our first couple of rides, we had the 
rear suspension set at 25-percent sag but found this to be a bit 
harsh on chattery sections. We increased the sag to 30 percent 
in the rear and stayed there for the duration of our testing. Up 
front we settled at 20-percent sag in the RockShox Pike with 
two bottomless tokens for a more progressive ride when the trail 
got rowdy. 

Climbing: If there is one place where plus-size tires shine, it is 
on the climbs. The 2.8-inch-wide WTB Ranger tires clawed their 
way up our steep and loose trails without a hint of lost traction. 
Between the supported shock tune and 34-tooth front chainring, 
the B-17 had a very comfortable amount of pedaling support, even 
with the shock in the open setting. While we did get plenty of ped-
aling support and traction, the B-17 is no lightweight machine. It 
takes a bit of muscle and patience to get to the top of the climb. 

Descending: The best part of any ride is when the trail points 
down, and we pushed the B-17 on several of our favorite trails to 
find its limits. Our test riders were impressed with the continued 
traction of the plus-size tires and their ability to stick to even the 
loosest terrain. Up front, the RockShox Pike was supple and sup-
ported, giving us all the comfort we needed over rough terrain. 
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Raw finish: Our test bike came with a brushed aluminum 
finish that gave the B-17 a classic look. Up front was a Deity 
cockpit designed for a very aggressive rider position.

Plow over the chunder: Plus- 
size wheels might not be the 
fastest, but they plow over just 
about anything on the trail.
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While the geometry isn’t designed purely for descents, it still 
allowed us to comfortably shift our weight back and maneuver the 
B-17 on steep sections of trail.

Our test riders struggled to find a balance with the rear suspen-
sion and shock tune. The ride quality was harsher than we were 
expecting, especially in regards to small-bump compliance. At high 
speeds the B-17 could keep pace and track terrain confidently, but 
the compression damping simply felt too firm on most trails and 
for most riders. 

Cornering: The B-17 is plenty fun to push through corners. The 
WTB Ranger tires proved their mettle again in regards to traction 

and felt like they had endless side-knob support when leaned over 
in corners. In tight switchbacks, the rear triangle could be whipped 
through comfortably. Those plus-size tires certainly take advantage 
of the larger footprint and improve the cornering manners as a 
result.

TRICKS, TIPS OR UPGRADES?
All of the components on our test bike worked well and didn’t 

cause any issues. The cockpit setup was aggressive yet versatile. 
The mid-level Shimano brakes performed well and delivered plenty 
of stopping power. Some of our test riders would have preferred a 

Simple and plush: RockShox worked to develop a suspension design that offers both small-bump compliance and enhanced 
pedaling efficiency. The Pike fork is easy to set up, and the Super Deluxe shock uses a custom tune for a wide range of riders.
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longer dropper post than the 125-millimeter post that came stock 
for the size large that we tested. If you aren’t into the plus-size 
tires, the B-17 will also comfortably handle 29-inch wheels, which 
add to the bike’s overall versatility.

BUYING ADVICE?
The B-17 is a fun bike to ride, even if it does have a few quirks 
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$3,700
27.3 pounds
Large
12.7"
17"
28.5"
25"
67º
73.4º
46.5"
130mm (5.1")
120mm (4.7")
Aluminum 
RockShox Pike RC, Solo Air Spring 
RockShox Super Deluxe RCT3 Debonair 
Stan’s NoTubes Major S1, 38-millimeter internal width
Formula Hubs 32-hole
WTB Ranger TCS Tough Fast 27.5x2.8" 
WTB Volt Comp
KS Lev, 125mm travel
Deity Skyline, 25mm rise, 787mm wide
Deity Copperhead, 50mm
Shimano Deore M6000 
SRAM GX Eagle
SRAM GX Eagle
SRAM Descendant 6K (threaded BB)
34-tooth
SRAM XG1275, 12-speed (10-50)
None (weighed with XT Race)
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Price
Weight
Frame tested
Bottom bracket height
Chainstay length
Standover
Top tube length
Head tube angle
Seat tube angle 
Wheelbase
Suspension travel (f)
Suspension travel (r)
Frame material
Fork
Shock
Rims
Hubs
Tires
Saddle
Seatpost
Handlebar
Stem
Brakes
Rear derailleur
Shifters
Crankset
Chainrings
Cassette
Pedals

in the geometry and rear shock setup. Overall, for the price, you 
would be hard-pressed to find a trailbike in this category that looks 
this clean and offers such an impressive build kit. The versatile 
frame design will allow riders to alternate wheel sizes confidently 
and ride a variety of trails. If the top-level B-17 is out of your price 
range, Marin offers two other options with the same frame and 
suspension design and a leaner price tag. ❏

Bang for 
the buck: 
We were 
impressed 
with the 
overall 
build kit 
on the 
B-17 from 
the dialed 
RockShox 
suspen-
sion to 
SRAM GX 
drivetrain.
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