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Are God and Evil Meant to Coexist?   

Isaiah 5:20:(NASB) Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil;  
Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness;  

Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!  

For most of us, it is simple.  God is good; Satan is evil.  They fight. God wins.  
God destroys Satan and all evil with him.  It is simple and reassuring until we 
think a little more deeply about it.  Where did evil actually come from?  If God 
created all things then He must have created evil – why would He do that?  If 
God wins the battle between good and evil and then destroys evil, would He be 
destroying one of His own creations?  If God truly is stronger than evil, then we 
need to ask if God is even paying attention because one look around our world 
and it is obvious that evil is handily winning.  Are God and evil really a compatible 
pair – opposites that need each other to exist?  Could God ever truly destroy evil, 
or is the destiny of our world and our universe to be subject to both? 

The big question, Can God and Evil Coexist? OneMinuteApologist 

• Andrew, can God and evil coexist? 

• That’s a very tough question.  For some, it can.  You have a loving Creator, 
and you have all this evil and suffering.  How could they coexist together?  And 
so it is a very tough question.  I think we have to look at that God did create 
us, and He does love us and love is mutual.  And so, you have the Creator of 
the Universe who created love and goodness, but love is mutual and so we do 
have free will to choose to love Him and others, meaning we can choose not 
to.  And I think that's where you see evil and a loving Creator. 

Did this answer the question?  Not really… 

We answer the question, “Are God and evil meant to coexist?” as “yes,” but 
maybe not in the way you think.  We believe the principles of good and evil are 
inherent in the creative genius of God.  The existence of evil as a principle 
makes righteousness valuable and life sacred.   

Lucifer (Satan) was the first being to take that principle of evil and convert 
it into action and therefore consequence: 
Isaiah 14:13-14: (NASB) 13But you said in your heart, I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my 

throne above the stars of God… I will make myself like the Most High.   

The door now opens for sin.  He did not say, “I would LIKE to be like the Most 
High.”  He said I will make myself like the Most High.  There was more than 
the thought; the principle became action.  This is where it all started. 

We will review six “woes” given to Israel in Isaiah and use their principles to 
define God and evil.  There were literal punishments given to Israel for each 
woe, but there is a future application for us.  These are models for how God 
deals with evil and will eventually put it in its proper place. 


