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4  ::  THAT THEY MAY HAVE LIFE

“No one is worthless whom 
God has created and for 
whom Christ died.”
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Human life
Human life is not an achievement. It is an endowment. It has mea-
sureless value because every individual, at every stage of development 
and every state of consciousness, is known and loved by God. This 
is the source of human dignity and the basis for human equality. It 
must therefore be asserted without exception or qualification: No 
one is worthless whom God has created and for whom Christ died.

Uncompromising respect for human life is fundamental and the 
foundational principle for human community that enables individuals 
to live together in security and harmony. This principle calls upon 
every individual and society to rightly define the human community. 
Will all be counted as neighbors, or will some be regarded and treated 
as strangers and cast beyond protection? In a democracy, men and 
women of every walk and station of life have a role and responsibility 
in answering these great and significant questions.
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A Society of Strangers
American society, in its response to these questions, is steadily becom-
ing a society of strangers, obsessed with personal rights and severing 
the ties of duty, compassion and love to the weak and unwanted.

American culture has come to favor those who can stridently assert 
their autonomy and choice in a struggle for political power. As a result, 
America has become an inhospitable, even dangerous, place for those 
too weak to compete effectively in this contest of rights — the young, 
the elderly, the dying, the handicapped.

American society has adopted a distorted definition of freedom. 
Freedom focused only on the self and its rights. Freedom from the 
bonds of community. Freedom from duties of parents to children. 
Freedom from the obligations of generation to generation. Freedom 
from the responsibility to sacrifice for others. Freedom even from a 
sense of empathy.


